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■ Background Information on the National Wetland Plant List 

 History 

 Use in Delineation 

 Examples of Delineations with New List 

■ The Corps’ “Challenge Process” for Plant Ratings 

■ Data Requested by NAHB for 4 Plants in 4 Corps Regions 

■ NAHB’s Goals for the Challenge 



Delaware Wetlands Conference 
Background Information 

• History of the Plant List 

• Hydrophyte – 1800s 
• Broadened – 1920 
• Reed – 1976 

• Fidelity Ratings Established 
 

• Reed Updated – 1982 
• Review Panels – 1984 

• Added “+, -” 
• Regionalized 
• 6,728 Listed Species 

 
• USACE - 2012 NWPL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Delaware Wetlands Conference 
Use in Wetland Delineation 

• One of Three Parameters 

• Fidelity Rankings (OBL – UPL) 
• OBL – Almost always occur in wetlands with few exceptions, 

these plants (Herbaceous and woody) are found in standing 
water or seasonally saturated soils (14 or more consecutive 
days) near the surface. 

• FAC – Occur in Wetlands and Non-Wetlands.  These plants 
can grow in hydric, mesic and xeric habitats.  The occurrence 
of these plants in different habitats represents responses to a 
variety of environmental variables other than just hydrology, 
such as shade tolerance, soil pH, and elevation, and they 
have a wide tolerance of soil moisture conditions. 

• Both Treated the Same in Delineation 
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Delaware Wetlands Conference 
Consequences in Delineation 
 

• Most Sussex County Plant Communities Are Wetland Communities 
• Ilex opaca 
• Pinus Taeda 
• Lonicera japonica 

• Many drained hydric soils in this area 

• Makes delineation much more costly 
 

 

Presentation Title 5 
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■ Background Information 

● Thousands of wetland delineations/year are done for 

home builders 

● Home builders constitute a large portion of the Corp’s 

permitting work 

● Wetland decisions are important for the environment and 

for home builders and property owners   
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■ The Corps’ Challenge Process for Plant Ratings 

● The Corps is committed to annual updating of the NWPL 

● The Challenge Process for changing a plant’s rating is 

on the Corps’ website; but in draft form and the document 

is incomplete 

● Challenges from the public are accepted during 2 

windows each year: January 1 – March 31 and June 1 – 

August 31  
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■ Data requested by NAHB in January 2014: 

   Common Name Scientific 
Name 

Rating Corps 
Region 

Perennial/Italian 
Rye Grass 

Lolium 
perenne 

Facultative Arid West 

Mule’s Fat Baccaris 
salicifolia 

Facultative Arid West 

Kentucky Blue 
Grass  

Poa 
pratensis 

Facultative Midwest 

Japanese 
Honeysuckle 

Lonicera 
japonica 

Facultative EMP 
and 

AGCP 
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■ NAHB Goals for the Plant List Challenges 

1. Improve the ratings for 4 problematic plants 

2. Explore the challenge process in order to assist home 

builders in specific states with other problematic plant 

rankings 



Delaware Wetlands Conference 

Thank You 
 

Jim McCulley 

Glynn Rountree 
 

Water and Wetlands 

202-266-8662 

grountree@nahb.org   
 

13 


	�Instituting a Challenge to a Plant’s Indicator Status in the 2013 National Wetlands Plant List�
	Delaware Wetlands Conference �Outline��
	Delaware Wetlands Conference
	Delaware Wetlands Conference
	Delaware Wetlands Conference
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Delaware Wetlands Conference �	�
	Delaware Wetlands Conference �	�
	Slide Number 10
	Delaware Wetlands Conference �	�
	Delaware Wetlands Conference �	�
	Delaware Wetlands Conference

