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Marshyhope Tax Ditch









Delaware has over 2,000 miles of tax
ditches throughout its ecosystem

Tax DitchesTax Ditches

746 Miles in Kent County 
1270 Miles in Sussex County
54 Miles in New Castle County



““Tax DitchesTax Ditches””

Traditionally have a “very bad”
name with Environmental 

Groups and Agencies







Natural Resources Impacts?



Developed BMP Developed BMP 
Manual to promote Manual to promote 
Ecosystem Ecosystem 
Restoration within Restoration within 
our drainage our drainage 
systemssystems



One Sided Construction









Maintenance Performed the
“Tree Hugger Way”





Jordan A Canopy













Petersburg Tax Ditch – Haines 







Heron Drain Tax Ditch



Conceptual Plan





















Marydel Tax 
Ditch (Prong B)









Diverse Wetland Complex

Processing Nutrients



















EPA -- Focus on Agriculture

TMDL and CAFO  Driven
• Storm Water  Runoff
• Manure applications
• Tax Ditches
• Production Areas





Animal Production Areas 
University of Delaware











Poultry Production AreasPoultry Production Areas

Ditches and Structures
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Doug’s Sketch













It’s All About the Chicken



Well‐‐ It’s Not all Chicken





































Thank You
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