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4 Summation of the Overall
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Flora of Delaware

Non-native Flora = 683 Taxa (30% of overall flora)

Non-native Invasive Flora = 75 Taxa (11% of non-native flora
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914,000 acres of Uplands (70% of the total land area)
Supporting 46% of the states native flora (729 Taxa)

*360,000 acres of Wetlands (28% of land area)

Supporting 42% of the states native flora (658 Taxa)




Wetland Plant Defined As Those Species
with a *Wetland Indicator Status of.......

»Obligate (OBL) = occurs almost always (> 99%) in wetlands.

» Facultative Wet (FACW) = usually occurs in wetlands (67 - 99%),

but occasionally found in non-wetlands.

» Facultative Plus (FAC+) = equally likely to occur in wetlands
or non-wetlands (34 - 66%), but frequency is towards the higher

end of the wetland category.

*U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, National Wetland Inventory. 1996.
National list of vascular plant species that occur in wetlands. Washington, DC.



724 Native & Non-native Wetland Plants in Delaware
658 Native Wetland Plants (42% of overall native flora)
66 Non-native Wetland Plant;(Q%“c'if. overall wetland flora)

15 Non-native Invasive Wetland PIants

—— (23% of overall non«natlve,»gu,etland ﬂera)
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Z‘G%Rare Wetlqu PIants (41% of overall natlve weﬂand flora) :
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Sedge Family

144 Taxa

_ Cyperaceae,



Poaceae, Grass Family
60 Taxa




Asteraceae, Aster Family
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Carex, 56 Taxa







Rhynchospora, 22 Taxa
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Wetland Plant Life Forms (32)

Fern
Fern Relative (lycophyte)
Fern Relative (amphibious lycophyte)
Grass
Herb (broad-leaf)
Herb (achlorophyllose, mycotrophic)
Herb (amphibious)

Herb (amphibious, succulent)
Herb (aquatic, free-floating)
Herb (aquatic, rooted and floating)
Herb (aquatic, submersed and floating)
Herb (aquatic, submersed)
Herb (hemiparasitic)

Herb (succulent)
Insectivorous Aquatic Herb (floating)

Insectivorous Emergent Herb

Orchid
Rush
Rush (aquatic)
Sedge
Sedge (aquatic)

Shrub (deciduous)

Shrub (evergreen)
Subshrub (evergreen)
Subshrub (succulent)

Tree (deciduous)

Tree (deciduous, leaves needle-like)
Tree (evergreen, leaves needle-like)
Tree (tardily deciduous)

Vine (herbaceous)

Vine (herbaceous, achlorophyllose, parasitic)

Vine (woody)



Wetland Plant Duration
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" 72% of all wetland plants
' from mid-sum
28% of all wetland plant
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Phytogeographic Affinities

- 39 species (19%) of southt

. 18 spec1es (11%) of northern wetland plants in Delaware are
L at their southern extreme L
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Lobelia elongata
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267 Species considered
Rare (S1, S2, SH, SX), 41%
of native wetland flora.

30 Species known from
just a single population.

76 Species either
Historical or extirpated,
28% of rare wetland flora.
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Ranunculus flabellaris
Water crowfoot




Pluchea camphorata
Camphor weed
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Sensitive joint vetch
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Alnus maritima subsp. maritima
Delmarva alder
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Helonias bullata, swamp pink







Rare Wetland Plants in Delaware

m Non-tidal Freshwater: 54% (143 species)
M Tidal, Fresh, Brackish & Saltwater: 21% (57 spI
|

= Tidal Freshwater: 14% (38 species)

m Tidal Brackish & Saltwater: 7% (19 species)



e Wetland Plant Species Diversity in Non-tidal and
Wetlands in Delaware

B Non-tidal Freshwater: 60% (394 species)
M Tidal, Fresh, Brackish & Saltwater:36% (233
= Tidal Freshwater: 24% (157 species)

M Tidal Brackish & Saltwater: 12% (76 specie



Wetland Habitat Diversity

Non-tidal

Acidic Fens

Atlantic White Cedar Swamps
Black Ash Seepage Swamps
Coastal Plain Seasonal Ponds
Floodplains

Forested Wetlands
Interdunal Swales

Seepage Slope Wetlands

Wet Meadows

Tidal

Emergent Marshes

Intertidal Shorelines and Flats
Over-wash Flats

Salt Marsh High

Salt Marsh Low

Salt Panne

Salt Ponds

Shrublands

Swamps



o Coastal Plain
Acidic Fens:
: Seasonal Ponds:
44 species -
39 species
Atlantic White Forested
Cedar Swamps: Wetlands:
34 species 23 species
Interdunal

Swales:
22 species




Sarracenia purpurea
Purple pitcher plant






Thelypteris simulata
Bog fern




Iris prismatica
Slender blue-flag iris

avid Smith







Non-native and Invasive Wetland Plants
in Delaware

9% of the overall wetland flora (66 species) are non-native.
15 species of non-native wetland plants are invasive.
17 species of non-native wetland plants are Invasive Watchlist species.

49% of the non-native wetland flora is, or has the potential to be invasive.
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Closing Points
> 42% of Delaware’s native flora are found in wetlands. -—”""\ﬂ

»> 60% of all wetland plants in Delaware are found in
non-tidal freshwater wetlands.

> 41% of all wetland plants in Delaware are rare.

» 54% of all rare wetland plants in Delaware are found
in non-tidal freshwater wetlands.




