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Tidal Wetlands in Delaware 

• 25% of Delaware is 
wetland 

• ~87,000 acres tidal 
(~320,000 total) 



Tidal Wetlands in Delaware 

• Loss of 580 acres estuarine 
vegetated wetlands 1992-2007 (Tiner 
et al, 2011). 

• 92% decrease brackish marsh, 
14% increase estuarine open water 
under 69 cm SLR (NWF, 2008). 



Ecosystem Service Project Goals 

• Do DE residents want to preserve tidal 
wetlands, and how much are they WTP? 

• Which ecosystem services are priorities 
and what is the WTP for each? 

• Obtain statistics on recreational use. 

• Use these values to leverage funding 
for wetlands protection and 
management 

• Use priorities to help inform better 
management of existing wetlands 



Contingent Choice Valuation 

• Multiple ecosystem 
services 

• Use & non-use values 

• Great for policy 
implications 

• Allows for DE residents 
to voice how much 
they would actually 
pay 
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Thank You! 
• NOAA Office For Coastal Management 

• Tridec Technologies 

• Bob Scarborough, Bonnie Arvay, Carl Yetter 
Delaware Coastal Programs, DNREC 

• George Parsons 
University of Delaware 

• Rob Johnston 
Clark University, Worcester MA  

• Pete Wiley 
NOAA 

• Ian Yue 
       NOAA Coastal Management Fellow, Connecticut 

• UMCES IAN Image Library 
       Symbols Courtesy of the Integration and Application Network, University 
of Maryland Center for Environmental Science (ian.umces.edu/symbols/) 



Questions? 

Amanda Santoni 
NOAA Coastal Management Fellow 

Delaware Coastal Programs 

amanda.santoni@state.de.us 
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