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Other things you should know:

ÂÂ WHIPÂcontractsÂcanÂlastÂfromÂtwoÂtoÂ10Âyears.Â
InÂsomeÂcases,ÂaÂ15ÂyearÂcontractÂmayÂbeÂusedÂ
forÂessentialÂhabitatÂagreements.

ÂÂ PaymentsÂareÂlimitedÂtoÂ$50,000ÂperÂ
participantÂannually.

ÂÂ ThereÂisÂnoÂminimumÂacreageÂrequirement,Â
however,ÂprojectsÂthatÂaddressÂsignificantÂ
resourceÂconcernsÂareÂmoreÂlikelyÂtoÂreceiveÂ
funding.Â

ÂÂ YouÂwillÂbeÂreimbursedÂafterÂtheÂpracticesÂ
haveÂbeenÂinstalled.Â

FinancingÂmayÂbeÂavailableÂthroughÂtheÂUSDAÂ
FarmÂServiceÂAgencyÂ(FSA),ÂorÂprivateÂlendingÂ
agencies.Â

What’s new in WHIP?

ÂÂ TheÂ2008ÂFarmÂBillÂprovidesÂgreaterÂassistanceÂ
toÂbeginning,ÂsociallyÂdisadvantagedÂandÂ
limited-resourceÂfarmers.Â

FarmersÂinÂtheÂaboveÂcategoriesÂmayÂbeÂeligibleÂ
forÂhigherÂpaymentÂratesÂandÂreceiveÂupÂtoÂ
30ÂpercentÂofÂtheirÂpaymentsÂinÂadvanceÂforÂ
purchasingÂmaterialsÂorÂcontracting.Â
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Âz Dover Field Office
Serving Kent County
800 Bay Rd., Dover, DE 19904 
302-741-2600 ext. 3

Âz Georgetown Field Office
Serving Sussex County
21315 Berlin Rd., Unit 3, Georgetown, DE 19947
302-856-3990 ext. 3

Âz Newark Field Office
Serving New Castle County
2430 Old County Rd., Newark, DE 19702 
302-832-3100 ext. 3



The Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) is a voluntary program that provides technical 
and financial assistance to people who want to improve fish and wildlife habitat or restore 
natural ecosystems on their land. 

Are you eligible for WHIP?

How to apply:

WHIP participants must:

ÂÂ beÂanÂindividual,Âentity,ÂorÂjointÂoperation.Â

ÂÂ haveÂcontrolÂofÂtheÂlandÂforÂtheÂtermÂofÂtheÂ
proposedÂcontract.Â

*ÂRentingÂorÂleasingÂlandÂisÂfine,ÂasÂlongÂasÂ
youÂhaveÂdocumentedÂcontrolÂofÂtheÂland.

ÂÂ haveÂanÂaverageÂadjustedÂgrossÂincomeÂofÂÂÂ
$1ÂmillionÂdollarsÂorÂlessÂannually.

Land enrolled in WHIP must: 

ÂÂ beÂfarmland,Âgrassland,Ânon-industrialÂforestÂ
land,ÂcapableÂofÂgrowingÂtreesÂorÂotherÂlandÂ
thatÂNRCSÂdeterminesÂisÂsuitableÂforÂwildlifeÂ
habitat.Â

ÂÂ beÂprivatelyÂowned.ÂPubliclyÂownedÂlandsÂareÂ
notÂeligibleÂforÂWHIPÂassistance.

ÂÂ notÂreceiveÂotherÂUSDAÂprogramÂpaymentsÂ
forÂtheÂsameÂconservationÂpractice.Â

What is the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program?

What’s in it for you?
NRCSÂwillÂprovideÂcompensationÂforÂpartÂofÂtheÂcostÂofÂestablishingÂandÂmaintainingÂconservationÂpracticesÂthatÂenhanceÂ
andÂimproveÂwildlifeÂhabitatÂandÂrestoreÂnaturalÂecosystems.Â

WhenÂyouÂapplyÂtoÂWHIP,Âyou’llÂbeginÂbyÂworkingÂwithÂanÂNRCSÂconservationÂprofessionalÂtoÂdevelopÂaÂconservationÂplanÂ
thatÂidentifiesÂnaturalÂresourceÂconcernsÂandÂconservationÂpracticesÂthatÂbestÂaddressÂspecificÂconditionsÂonÂyourÂland.

WHIPÂfundingÂcanÂhelpÂpayÂforÂimplementingÂyourÂplanningÂdecisions.

forest stand improvement

ContactÂyourÂlocalÂNRCSÂfieldÂofficeÂtoÂbeginÂtheÂ
applicationÂprocess.ÂÂ

ÂÂ Creating a conservation plan is one of the 
first steps in applying for WHIP.

 ` DevelopingÂaÂplanÂwillÂqualifyÂyouÂtoÂapplyÂ
forÂUSDAÂfinancialÂassistanceÂtoÂinstallÂtheÂ
recommendedÂpractices.

 ` ThereÂisÂnoÂchargeÂforÂconservationÂplanning.

ÂÂ You’ll need to file several forms to 
determine if you’re eligible for federal 
programs. 

 ` FormsÂareÂavailableÂonÂourÂwebsite.Â

ÂÂ Applications may be submitted anytime. 

 ` ApplicationsÂwillÂbeÂevaluatedÂperiodicallyÂinÂ
aÂcompetitiveÂrankingÂprocessÂasÂfundingÂ
becomesÂavailable.ÂRankingÂcriteriaÂforÂeachÂ
programÂisÂavailableÂonÂourÂwebsite.In Delaware, there are approximately 15 different conservation practices eligible for funding through WHIP. 

Visit our website, or call your local NRCS office for a full list of eligible conservation practices and payment rates. 

pollinator plantings shallow ponds

grass establishment

These are just a few of the conservation practices eligible for WHIP funding:

conservation cover buffer strips phragmites spraying


