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Other things you should know:

ÂÂ TheÂlandownerÂownsÂandÂcontrolsÂaccessÂ
toÂtheÂland,ÂincludingÂforÂquietÂenjoyment,Â
recreationalÂactivitiesÂandÂmayÂsellÂorÂleaseÂ
landÂenrolledÂinÂWRP.

ÂÂ LandownersÂmayÂmakeÂcompatibleÂuseÂ
requestsÂthroughoutÂtheÂlifeÂofÂtheÂeasementÂ
orÂagreement.Â

ÂÂ LandownersÂgiveÂNRCSÂstaffÂaccessÂtoÂtheÂ
easementÂtoÂperformÂroutineÂinspectionsÂandÂ
maintenance.Â

ÂÂ EasementÂsurveyÂandÂlegalÂcostsÂareÂcoveredÂ
byÂNRCSÂandÂareÂatÂnoÂexpenseÂtoÂtheÂ
landowner.Â
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Âz Dover Field Office
Serving Kent County
800 Bay Rd., Dover, DE 19904 
302-741-2600 ext. 3

Âz Georgetown Field Office
Serving Sussex County
21315 Berlin Rd., Unit 3, Georgetown, DE 19947
302-856-3990 ext. 3

Âz Newark Field Office
Serving New Castle County
2430 Old County Rd., Newark, DE 19702 
302-832-3100 ext. 3



The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a voluntary program that provides technical and 
financial assistance to people who want to protect, restore, and enhance wetlands on their 
land. 

Are you eligible for WRP?

How to apply:

WRP participants must:

ÂÂ beÂanÂindividual,Âentity,ÂorÂjointÂoperation.Â

ÂÂ haveÂownershipÂofÂtheÂlandÂforÂaÂminimumÂofÂ
sevenÂyearsÂpriorÂtoÂenrollmentÂ(waiversÂmayÂ
beÂavailableÂforÂspecialÂsituations).Â

ÂÂ showÂevidenceÂofÂownershipÂofÂtheÂland.

Restorable land enrolled in WRP must be: 

ÂÂ wetlandsÂclearedÂorÂdrainedÂforÂfarming,Â
pasture,ÂorÂtimber.ÂÂ

ÂÂ restorableÂriparianÂhabitatÂcorridorsÂthatÂ
connectÂprotectedÂwetlands.Â

ÂÂ drainedÂwoodedÂwetlandsÂwhereÂhydrologyÂ
willÂbeÂsignificantlyÂrestored.ÂÂ

ÂÂ landsÂsubstantiallyÂalteredÂbyÂfloodingÂwhereÂ
thereÂisÂaÂlikelihoodÂofÂsuccessfulÂwetlandÂ
restorationÂatÂaÂreasonableÂcost.Â

What is the Wetlands Reserve Program?

What’s in it for you?
WhenÂyouÂapplyÂtoÂWRP,Âyou’llÂbeginÂbyÂworkingÂwithÂanÂNRCSÂconservationÂprofessionalÂtoÂdevelopÂaÂrestorationÂplanÂthatÂ
identifiesÂareasÂsuitedÂforÂrestorationÂalongÂwithÂconservationÂpracticesÂthatÂbestÂaddressÂspecificÂconditionsÂonÂyourÂland.Â

NRCSÂoffersÂÂaÂperÂacreÂcompensationÂrateÂforÂpermanentÂandÂ30-yearÂeasements.ÂPermanentÂeasementsÂreceiveÂ100Â
percentÂofÂtheÂcompensationÂrateÂwhileÂ30-yearÂeasementsÂreceiveÂ75ÂpercentÂofÂtheÂcompensationÂrate.ÂÂÂ

WRPÂfinancialÂassistanceÂrangesÂfromÂ75ÂpercentÂofÂrestorationÂcostsÂforÂ30-yearÂeasementsÂandÂ10-yearÂrestorationÂ
agreementsÂtoÂ100ÂpercentÂofÂallÂcostsÂforÂpermanentÂeasements.Â

water control structures

ContactÂyourÂlocalÂNRCSÂfieldÂofficeÂtoÂbeginÂtheÂ
applicationÂprocess.ÂÂ

ÂÂ To begin, you will work with NRCS to 
review the easement deed or restoration 
cost-share agreement. 

ÂÂ NRCS will make a land eligibility 
determination on your acreage.

ÂÂ If eligible, NRCS will develop a preliminary 
restoration plan for you.  

ÂÂ Next, NRCS will revew agreement to 
purchase easement or restoration 
agreement.

ÂÂ Applications may be submitted anytime. 

 ` YouÂwillÂneedÂtoÂfillÂoutÂseveralÂformsÂtoÂ
determineÂeligiblityÂforÂfederalÂprograms.Â

 ` ApplicationsÂwillÂbeÂevaluatedÂperiodicallyÂinÂ
aÂcompetitiveÂrankingÂprocessÂasÂfundingÂ
becomesÂavailable.Â

In Delaware, there are approximately eight different conservation practices eligible for funding through WRP. 
Visit our website, or call your local NRCS office for a full list of eligible conservation practices and payment rates. 

shallow water areas tree planting

These are just a few of the conservation practices eligible for WRP funding:

berm grass plantingsditch plugs


