Delaware State Energy Plan
Energy Business Community Work Group
Mike Bowman, Chair

Meeting Notes
May 27, 2008
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Delaware Biotechnology Institute

Delaware Technology Park, Newark, DE
1.
Welcome and Introductions – Mike Bowman, Chair

Mike Bowman opened the meeting with a short welcome and asked participants to introduce themselves.   A list of attendees is attached.  
2.        Principles and goals for Energy Plan update

Andrea Kreiner provided an overview of the goals of the present energy plan update initiative. The intent is to have a near completed product ready in November. 

3.        Sustainable Energy Utility (SEU) and Renewable Portfolio Standards


Phil Cherry discussed the Sustainable Energy Utility and Renewable Portfolio Standards. 
4.
Key Questions for the Work Group
The group discussed 5 Key Questions:
1) What energy related businesses are not included in this initial list?

2) What is the potential for new/additional jobs from a focus on solar PV, customer sited renewables and other clean energy-related businesses.?

3) What types of energy-related businesses should be encouraged to locate in Delaware? 

4) How can we support the growth of the energy-related businesses already in Delaware?

5) Is workforce training necessary?

The issue of Governance was discussed upon presentation of the above listed questions; given that Delaware is currently last in the nation in terms of funding energy investments and energy use efficiencies. 

5. The 2003 Energy Report
The group discussed what worked and what didn’t work from the 2003 energy report. Andrea Kreiner stated that some of the recommendations made in the 2003 report were implemented but they did not have the intended impact. The recommendations that required funding were not implemented until the Energy Answers Program was created following the lifting of the electricity rate cap (It was notes that due to budget constraints,  the program was being discontinued.)
6.
Energy Business Community Inventory:
The group discussed the need to create an inventory detailing current:
Delaware Energy Companies

Potential Energy Business Growth

R& D

Energy dependent businesses in Delaware. 

Workforce Development needs

7.
Path Forward/Assignments

The group reviewed upcoming discussion topics which included:

Conservation Products/Services

Wind (exclude BlueWind Water)

Geothermal

Solar

Bio Fuels

Hydrogen/Fuel Cells

Combinations

Workforce development needs

Who else can DE attract and How?

The group decided that the meeting will be held at the same location each time. The next meeting will be held July 1 from 10:00-12:00 and will cover Solar. The following meeting will take place July 29 and will discuss Bio Fuels.   The August meeting will be held on August 26, the topic will be decided upon at a later date. 
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