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Transportation Work Group
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Meeting Notes
May 29, 2008
1:30 a.m. –3:30 p.m.

Smyrna/Clayton Conference Room, DelDOT, Dover DE

1.
Welcome and Introductions – Bill Osborne, Chair

Bill Osborne opened the meeting with a short welcome and asked participants to introduce themselves.    A list of attendees is attached.  
2.        Principles and goals for Energy Plan update

Andrea Kreiner provided a broad overview of the goals of the present energy plan update initiative. The Governor’s Energy Advisory Council is seeking broader policy direction and strategies as opposed to programmatic focus of recommendations as in the 2003 report.  The timing of the process is to have basic recommendations formulated in November and gather additional input from the Governor-elect’s transition team, finalizing the report to the Governor in February/March 2009.
3.        Background Information and 2003 Transportation Final Report


There was a short discussion of the 2003 Transportation Work Group efforts which basically stated that the Transportation issues would be handled in the next energy plan because of the intense amount of work and the issues involved.   

4.
Developing the Game Plan for the Workgroup
This plan should be the 50,000 ft view with a 10 to 20 year outlook.  The focus is on addressing what we need to do in the next 5 years to get us there and to set policy directions.  Workgroup members need to be able to provide a time commitment to this process and should be able to provide concrete recommendations as this process moves forward.  We need participants, not just attendees.  Through discussions, it was determined that the workgroup will need participation and input from the Division of Motor Vehicles on vehicle miles traveled, vehicle registrations and vehicle trend analysis.  Workgroup membership should be finalized after the June 25th meeting.
6.
Identification of issues

Input regarding the issues to be examined by the work group was offered by a number of participants.  General themes included vehicle trends and vehicle miles traveled (VMT), public transportation and mass transit, land use and sprawl, vehicle and roadway technologies, education and outreach and the impacts of transportation systems on lower income residents.  Transportation emissions and EPA modeling was also discussed throughout the meeting.  David Hodas, Chair of the Governor’s Energy Advisory Council, informed the members of the workgroup that it is critical to also focus on the governance issues surrounding the topics discussed. 
7.
Path forward/assignments
The workgroup members would like to have future meetings focus on a key topic per meeting rather than have discussion on all issues at each meeting.  It is anticipated that the June 25th meeting will focus on the issues of land use and sprawl.
8.
Next meeting date, time and place
The Chair suggested alternating meeting locations to ease the travel burden on participants.  A meeting date of June 25, 2008, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. was accepted by the group.   Driving directions and an agenda will be circulated at least one week before the meeting date. 
Note: Meeting location has been confirmed at UD Paradee Building Conference Room, Bay Road, Dover, DE  19901.  
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