
Water Supply Coordinating Council
December 16, 2010
Minutes

ADMINISTRATIVE – Kathy Bunting-Howarth

Meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Kathy Bunting-Howarth.  Self-introductions were made.  Attendance list is below.  
Minutes

The September 22, 2010, minutes had two minor changes – removal of a duplicate entry for Tidewater under the utilities’ reports, and changing the word “of” to “for” in the Coalition for Natural Stream Valleys’ listing.  Final minutes are online at www.dnrec.delaware.gov/Admin/Pages/WSCC.aspx.
WATER CONDITIONS REPORT – DGS – Stef Baxter
Steff summarized the Analysis of Northern Delaware Drought Advisory Guidelines for December 15, 2010 and Analysis of Water Conditions for December 15, 2010, reports.  Reports can be found on http://www.dgs.udel.edu.
Stewart Lovell asked Steff to also record Georgetown in the reports.  It was agreed to do so.
SPRING/SUMMER FORECAST SYNOPSIS – David Legates, State Climatologist
Precipitation in September was nearly 2" above normal for New Castle County but closer to normal in Kent and Sussex Counties.  October was wetter than normal while November was drier than normal for the entire state.  Based on recent trends in the observations and model forecasts, La Niña conditions have developed and are likely to continue through the spring although models differ on whether La Niña will continue through the summer.  Both air temperature and precipitation are too difficult to predict for the mid-Atlantic region although there is a slight probability that this winter will be drier than normal.  The Drought Monitor does not have drought for Delaware nor does it expect to issue drought conditions anytime soon.

The North Atlantic hurricane season was forecast to be active and above normal.  NOAA’s forecast bracketed nicely the actual values while Bill Gray’s forecast (Colorado State University) was highly accurate.
Vic Singer asked if equal chance amounts to average.
Dave:  No, there are four predictions: above normal, near normal, below normal, and equal chance.  Normal is that it’s not likely to be above or below normal but will be normal, and equal chance is 1/3 chance above, 1/3 below, and 1/3 normal.  

WATER UTILITY REPORTS

Artesian–Kevin Burdette: Production about 18.5 mgd, ASR 35 mg in storage.  In January will start refilling ASRs.
Newark–Kathy read the following statement from Roy Simonson:  We are not experiencing any production difficulties and our water usage is following typical patterns for this time of year.
United–Tom Hubbard:  Production running around 15 mgd—a little bit down.  Streamflow is 147 mgd.  They finished recovery of the ASR and are filling 69 mg.
Wilmington–Sean Duffy:  City of Wilmington Hoopes Reservoir is less than a half foot from the spillway and is at 98% storage capacity.  Production is 17-18 mgd/normal.  There was a leak in November for a few weeks. Production has been normal since November 29.  Streamflow for the Brandywine looks good –everything is pretty much back in normal range.
Tidewater–Alexis Virdin-Gede:  Production is normal.  Demand dropped due to seasonal beach areas being turned off.  
KENT-SUSSEX WATER SUPPLY PLAN – WRA – Jerry Kauffman
Jerry Kauffman reviewed the progress of the draft 11th Report to the Governor and General Assembly regarding the Kent County and Sussex County Water Supply Plan.  The UDWRA has completed 90% draft chapters on demographics, ground-water quality, and existing/future water demands.  The DNREC is working on the chapter tabulating water supply allocations.  The 
DGS is working on the chapter on groundwater availability.  The UDWRA, DNREC, and DGS plan to get together to complete a draft report to send out to the Water Supply Coordinating Council for review.  The plan is to submit the 11th Report to the Governor and General Assembly before the end of the 2011 legislative session.

Kathy:  When can we expect the draft document? 

Jerry:  Chapters 1, 2, 4, 6, and are 7 ready for the committee.  When chapters 3 & 5 are 50% complete, they can be ready for review by the committee and then submitted to the Council.
Steff:  Read the following prepared by Pete McLaughlin.  
Kent-Sussex Water Supply Plan

Presented to the Water Supply Coordinating Council on December 16, 2010

by Stefanie Baxter for Dr. Peter P. McLaughlin

“Pete McLaughlin is finalizing his project Ground Water Resources of Sussex County, Delaware with an update for Kent County.  The goal of the project is to delineate the distribution of aquifers in Kent and Sussex County and understand the occurrence and use of groundwater in them. The geologic portion of this work will consist principally of the compilation of geological cross sections highlighting the correlation of aquifers and the construction of depth and thickness maps of the aquifers. A contract report, including digital maps, is anticipated to be submitted to DNREC in January. Final published DGS reports and digital maps will be available for download on the DGS website mid-2011.

The hydrology part of this project includes a compilation of well hydrology data and an analysis of groundwater use. These analyses will be conducted utilizing updated aquifer assignments by comparing depths of well screens to aquifer depths using the digital maps constructed in the first
 part of the project. This analysis may result in an aquifer assignment that differs from the previous reported aquifer assignments in some wells, such as those in DNREC databases; these cases will be flagged. Analysis of water use will emphasize data from major public water supply wells (i.e., Artesian Water Company, Tidewater Utilities, municipalities, etc.), focusing on data from between 2002 and 2008. This work will be completed, and a contract report provided to DNREC in the first or second quarter of 2011, with the published DGS report and digital data to follow.

It is anticipated that the water use compilation from this project can be used by DNREC to compare recent water use data, with verified aquifer assignments, to the individual well allocation table being prepared by DNREC. This will enable DNREC to compare actual water use to allocation to support allocation compliance. This information will be included in the Kent-Sussex County Water Supply Plan and for management and allocation of groundwater resources.”
 Kathy:  Asked Stef to check with Pete to see when he will submit this information because it should be included in the plan, and she hopes not to be late with the report.

Stewart:  We are in the process of putting together the database on the allocated systems and the other categories of water use.  As Stef said, the significance of what Pete is doing is that a lot of allocations issued over time were based on aquifer well assignments from historical interpretation of the geology.  There have been many updates recently made by the DGS so corrections of well assignments need to be made based on new interpretations.  The time for completion is based on the DNREC’s Office of Information Technology’s schedule.
Kathy:  When will WSCC see draft?  She had requested at the September meeting to have it presented at this meeting.

Stewart:  Probably by March’s meeting.

Kathy:  Asked Jerry if the rest of the subcommittee reviewed it yet.
Jerry: Replied they have not yet reviewed it because it didn’t make sense reviewing only half of the report.  Maybe Pete could prepare an estimate and can send amended report later as more data is received and get to the Governor and General Assembly (GA) by June.  Amendments to the report have been sent in the past.  There is a lot being talked about water right now so it’s a good time for the Council to make a statement.

Kathy: We will hear about water and water policy in the next few months.  It will be good for WSCC to have a document to be discussed while the GA is in session.
Jerry:  We need to send the report to water purveyors to check the numbers.  For the first time, we’re incorporating climate change in the projections.  

Stewart:  The DNREC Water Supply Section is in the process of revising the Well Construction Regulations—started in September and meeting twice weekly for several hours.  It is a heavy revamp of current regulations in terms of correction and clarification of language and content.   
OTHER BUSINESS
Jerry:  Read about a proposal to fund the DGS groundwater monitoring in southern New Castle County and Kent County, which was recommended in the 9th report so it was good to read about the follow-up on this Council’s recommendations.

NEXT MEETING – CHAIR
March 31 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. was selected for the next meeting.  Mary Ellen Gray was asked to check to see if the room at the Kent County Administration Building will be available.
ADJOURN
Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
Minutes recorded and submitted by Juanda Frelin.
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