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	Regulatory Advisory Bulletin

Regulation 21 Section 10 – Asbestos

Asbestos Inspections by Delaware Licensed Professional Service Firms

	The Department of Natural Resources & Environmental Control’s Air Quality Management (DNREC) has determined that clarification of our requirements for asbestos inspections by Delaware licensed Professional Service Firms (PSF) is warranted.   The purpose for conducting inspections by licensed professionals is to ensure that projects that may disturb or remove asbestos containing material (ACM) are performed in such a manner as to minimize exposure to asbestos fibers and contamination thereby ensuring the health, safety and welfare of the public.  (Title 16 Chapter 78 – Asbestos)
DNREC asbestos requirements are established by Regulation 21 Section 10 - Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, Asbestos.  Delaware’s asbestos regulation incorporates by reference the federal requirements found in USEPA’s rules – 41 CFR Part 61, Subpart M National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants, where it is required that “the owner or operator of a demolition or renovation activity and prior to the commencement of the demolition or renovation, thoroughly inspect the affected facility or part of the facility where the demolition or renovation operation will occur for the presence of asbestos”.  (61.145(a))  Guidelines for conducting thorough inspections are provided by the federal Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) regulations – 40 CFR 763.
To clarify, in accordance with Delaware’s, Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Asbestos Certification Program Regulation, Section 11, Professional Service Firms must obtain AHERA Inspector’s accreditations prior to conducting asbestos inspections in Delaware. 

In November 1990, the Federal Government re-approved and expanded AHERA with the Asbestos Schools Hazard Abatement Reauthorization Act (ASHARA). The ASHARA expanded the AHERA requirements initially meant only for schools to all public building and asbestos NESHAP type facilities.  

Under the AHERA Model Accreditation Plan (MAP) in 40 CFR 763 Appendix C to Subpart E, (B) 3, (h), the EPA detailed minimum visual inspection procedures during an asbestos inspection. The procedure included the following: “touching materials to determine friability”; and measuring the “amount of suspected ACM, both in total quantity and as a percentage of the total area.”
Therefore, following the AHERA guidelines, DNREC requires that all Delaware licensed PSF conduct thorough inspections of facilities for asbestos containing materials.  All inspection reports must document, at a minimum, the category and quantity of any asbestos and suspect asbestos containing material found during the thorough inspection.  DNREC has developed an inspection report form (Delaware Asbestos Survey/Inspection Form) for use by professional survey firms to summarize their findings. 
If you should have any further questions regarding asbestos inspection and reporting, please do not hesitate to contact Air Quality Management Section’s Asbestos Coordinator at 302.323.4542 or via DNREC Asbestos web site - http://www.awm.delaware.gov/AQM/Asbestos/. 
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Delaware’s good nature depends on you !


