Summary of Changes to Administrative Code 1353, Delaware Regulations for
Boilers, Pressure Vessels, and Nuclear Installations

Global Changes

2/20/12

References to the “Division of Boiler Safety” were removed and replaced with the phrase “Boiler Safety

Program”

References to the “Director” of Boiler Safety changed to either “Manager of Boiler Safety Program” or

“Chief Inspector”

Section 1 Definitions

The Act

Alteration

Authorized Inspection Agency

Boiler

Chief Inspector

Controls and Safety Devices (CSD-1)

Director

Existing Installations

External Piping

F: Fahrenheit

Changed to reflect new state law citation.
Changed to match NBIC definition
New definition added to match NBIC definition.

Added Thermal Fluid Heater to the definition which covers the
heating of non-water liquids such as hot oil, dowtherm, and
glycol.

New definition added to ensure the Boiler Safety Program
maintains its status as a jurisdictional authority by the National
Board.

New definition added since the document is mentioned in the
regulations but was never defined.

Eliminated this definition based on new organization.

Added CSD which were installed after 1992 to be consistent
with code changes. Added Vessels for Human Occupancy
(Isobaric chambers in hospitals) (PVHO-1) to match code
changes.

Deleted language relating to low pressure boiler and pressure
vessels since there aren’t any national codes that apply to them.

Deleted since this is self-explanatory.



NBIC Changed to reflect that copies are likely now electronic and are
available via the web.

Owner/User Agency Added to support new requirements related to qualifications of
Owner User Program.

Place of Public Assembly The word “location” to recognize that a boiler or pressure vessel
may be found in a cornfield and not necessary near a building
such as during Punkin Chunkin.

Standard Boiler and Pressure Vessel Added word “Appropriate” ASME code symbol to clarify it has
to be the correct symbol, also recognized that cast aluminum
heating boilers are exempt from National Board Registration
since they are relatively new.

Section 2 Scope
The Exemptions that existed in the law were copied into this section with several changes.

The exemption related to unfired pressure vessels not exceeding certain sizes and pressure rating was
modified to be consistent with Section 8 of the ASME code.

At the request of the Volunteer Fireman’s Association, an exemption was added for high pressure air
cylinders used by emergency response organizations provided the owner/users maintain them per NFPA
standards.

An exemption was added relating to water heaters that are indirectly powered such as solar powered
water heaters as long as they meet ASME requirements.

An exemption was also added for hot water storage or expansion tanks not exceeding 120 gallons.

An exemption was added for small sterilizers which can be found primarily at doctors’ offices and
medical laboratories. These were exempt previously then the exemption was removed.

Section 4 Administration

Section 4.4 relating to the examining board was eliminated because of how the National Board
administers the test, currently only commissioned inspectors can now administer the exams.

Section 6 Installation

Section 6.5 Clearances was changed to allow for a 30 inch clearance on each side of the boiler or a lesser
clearance as recommended by the manufacturer’s specification.  Currently the Boiler Safety Program
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has to write a variance letter every time an old boiler is replaced with a new one and the clearance
requirement cannot be met even though access for inspection and maintenance may only pertain to one
side of the boiler.

Section 6.11 Construction of Blowdown Tanks was eliminated since the manufacturer must abide by
ASME code. Delaware does not have any manufacturers of these types of vessels.

Section 8 Inspections

Section 8.2.3.1 was added to allow for a temporary approval of 10 days for a pressure vessel approved
to operate in another jurisdiction to accommodate Punkin Chunkin.

Section 8.2.4 was added to an inspection requirement for thermal fluid heaters (non-water) for such
things as oils, dowtherm, and glycol.

Section 9 Certificate of Inspection

Section 9.1.4 was changed to reflect that inspectors who report the results of their inspection
No longer have to submit a written report detailing a written explanation of any code violations.

Section 10 Safety and Relief Valves and Rupture discs.

Section 10.10 adds requirements for Thermal Fluid Heaters which were added to the definition of
boilers.

Section 15 Jacketed Cooking Kettles

Added an entire section on Jacketed Cooking Kettles which can be found in school kitchens, senior
Centers, and other community support buildings. Delaware considers these items boilers under
Section 8 of the ASME. All of the requirements come from Section 8 of the National Code.

Section 20 Code Variations:

Added an entire section to describe areas of the program where Delaware is more stringent than the
national program. Specifically 20.1 does not allow an old vessel to be re-rated based on new tensile
strength testing. This would have to be done as an alteration using an R-2 form. Additionally Section
20.2 does not allow application of the National Board Stamp and # without prior approval from the
Boiler Safety Program.

Section 21 Owner/User Agency and Inspectors



Added an entire section describing both qualifications for owner/user inspectors and added a
requirement for owner/users agencies to submit a quality control manual. The Boiler Safety Program
is only aware of a few owner/user agencies: DuPont, Sunoco, and the Delaware City Refinery.



