
Meeting Notes 
June 9, 2009 

 
Community Involvement Advisory Council 

Appoquinimink School District Training Center 

118 South 6th Street 

Odessa, Delaware 

 

 
Members Present:   Dr. Jay Julius, Dr. Bruce Allison, Marvin Thomas, Dr. Bethany Hall-Long, Brian Lewis, 
Pam Meitner, Bill Pelham, Harold Truxon, La Vaida Owens-White.   Nine members present, two 
members absent, quorum is met. 
 
Members Absent:  Robert Frederick, Douglas Corey 
 
Others Present:  James Brunswick, Christina Wirtz and Vicki Ward of DNREC, Keith Rudy with McCrone, 
Inc. 
 
 
I. Meeting called to order 

II. Meeting Protocol Review 

III.  Approval of Meeting Notes 

 

Chair Bill Pelham called the meeting to order, referencing the meeting protocol which is present before 

members on the backs of their name cards.   

Jay made a motion to approve the meeting notes of April 14, 2009.  Bruce seconded the motion. The 

meeting notes were approved with no changes.   

Jay made a motion to approve the meeting notes of February 10, 2009.  Bethany seconded. The 

meeting notes were approved with no changes.  

 

IV. CIAC Meeting Date Change 

 3rd Tuesday or alternate Tuesday 

 

Bob Frederick would like to continue to serve on the CIAC, but now has a conflict with the meetings that 

prevent him from attending the meetings which are regularly scheduled on the second Tuesday of the 

month.   Mr. Frederick would be able to attend meetings if the date could be changed.   The CIAC 

Members discussed their options for meeting.   
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Jay made a motion to adopt the 3rd Tuesday of the month as the regularly scheduled bimonthly 

meeting, with the exception of the December meeting.  It will be held on the 1st Tuesday of that 

month.  Brian seconded the motion.   

Discussion:  – This would be the dates of August 18, October 20 and December 1, 2009.  Brian would like 

to add to the motion:  The 2010 meeting dates would be reviewed in December.   All were in 

agreement. The motion passed as amended. 

 

Chairman’s Comments: 

 

Chairman Bill Pelham Bill cited the lack of penalty funds that are available to Kent and Sussex County 

communities. We don’t need any upstate/downstate syndrome. He explained that he had contacted 

Representative Gregory Lavelle to schedule a meeting prior to today’s CIAC meeting to clarify the intent 

of the General Assembly about determining the specific locales where Community Environmental 

Project funds are distributed. Representative Lavelle’s district runs from Rockland Road to Fairfax, a very 

large area, which is suburban New Castle County.   

Bill has not been able to schedule the meeting due to the hectic schedule during the final days of the 

General Assembly. However, they did discuss the matter.  

Greg Lavelle shared that the original intent was born from violations with Sunoco that had occurred on 

the Delaware/Pennsylvania border, above Claymont. Since the penalties and infractions had occurred 

there, it was felt the money should stay in the community. The Department of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Control and the Secretary have an appropriate say in the matter.  The intent has not 

changed.   

Bill mentioned funding of the sewer project in Sussex County, to which Representative Lavelle stated it is 

okay to be flexible, and okay to stretch.  He was glad for a broader view and encouraged the Council not 

to hesitate to get the Secretary’s or David Small’s opinion.  There should be a good back and forth 

between Council.   

Jay stated; we are not in error.   

Bethany stated that this has been an issue for many years.  Ultimately, the authority is with the 

Secretary, the fund was created after the creation of Community Involvement Advisory Council. 

Pam stated, as an original member, this grew from the Environmental Justice program the Federal 

Government ran. We need to look at the industrialized areas with lower income areas surrounding them 

to support and improve their lives.  We need to consider and focus on the underserved communities.  A 

well  financed organization might not necessarily be the best beneficiary of funds.   



CIAC 
June 9, 2009 

Page 3 
 

Bethany said going back; the original intent was social justice. The House Bill added a new twist and 

direction for funds to go to the community. Marvin added the first statement in our protocol is to 

ensure that no community in the State is disparately affected by environmental impacts. 

Bill read portions of the Community Involvement Advisory Council enabling legislation, HB 192 of the 

142nd General Assembly, highlighting the portions regarding the legislative intent in its creation: 

“Money shall be expended from the fund only for Community Environmental Projects, meaning a 

project that is undertaken for the purpose of effecting pollution elimination, minimization, or 

abatement, or improving conditions within the environments so as to eliminate or minimize risks to 

human health, or enhancement of natural resources for the purposes of improving indigenous habitats 

or the recreational opportunities of the citizens of Delaware.   

The Fund shall be expended on Projects within the same community where the infraction(s) or 

violation(s) occurred that resulted in the civil or administrative penalty.  The determination of whether a 

proposed Project is within the community where an infraction or violation occurred shall be determined 

in the reasonable discretion of the Secretary, after consultation with the Community Involvement 

Advisory Council.”  

Bill stated we will share copies of the House Bill, the Senate Bill and Delaware Code with Council 

members.   Bill requested Vicki to e-mail these documents to all Council Members. 

Bill stated that he had raised the issue to ask if the Council members wanted him to pursue the meeting. 

He stated that he will go ahead and meet to keep relations.   

 

IV.  Community Environmental Project Fund Review 

 A.   Community Ombudsman position funding 

 B.   Mt.  Joy Clean Up extension 

 C.   N. St Georges Community Park 

 

Community Ombudsman position funding 

James Brunswick stated that Deputy secretary, David Small was coming from another meeting  to speak 

to the council regarding funding of the Community Ombudsman position . David has obviously been 

delayed.  James asked if the Council members wanted to wait to hear from David, or to proceed with the 

discussion.  It was decided to move on to the project review and save the position funding conversation 

for later in the meeting. 
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Mount Joy Clean Up  

James explained that  several years prior to his arrival as community Ombudsman, that Secretary 

Hughes had set aside $5,000 from the larger fund, the 75% portion of penalty funds for solid waste clean 

ups in unincorporated areas. These are communities in Kent and Sussex county that do not have any 

municipal services such as, trash collection, central sewer, street lighting, paved streets. They are 

plagued by the accumulation of trash and by illegal dumping 

There is an application process for the funds.  The First state community Action Agency provides 

community development staff for many of the low -income communities throughout Kent and Sussex 

Counties. Mt Joy is a community served by the agency. They applied for funding of a community-wide 

clean up and solid waste removal.  $2,000 was approved for a clean-up that was scheduled to begin 

December 12 , and end on the 15th.     

The project was completed that weekend with only $955.12 used for the cleanup.  We paid the invoices. 

The First State Community Action staff person for MT. Joy is new. She was not familiar with the rules or 

application process. She assumed it would be okay to use the remainder of the funds awarded for the 

project for another cleanup in January.  The second clean-up had $753.00 in tipping fees. We received 

the invoices for payment 

James explained the second cleanup was after the fact, and there was no application. I informed First 

State that we could not pay the fees.  Bruce Wright, the First State Community Development Director 

first called and emailed a request for approval. Bernice Edwards, First State Executive Director then 

wrote to ask that payment for the $753.00 in expenses to be approved.   

Technically, I could not approve.  James informed the Council that he talked to Bob Zimmerman, the 

DNREC Chief Operating Officer, about the issue. Bob felt that since the issue involved DNREC’s 

relationship with a community, that I should follow the Council’s recommendation whether to approve 

the funding for the second clean-up. 

Jay questioned if the money was not all spent, where it went?  James explained that the unexpended 

balance remains in the fund account.  Marvin commented that he could not believe $753.63 would be 

enough to clean up the area.  Pam questioned what fund is being used.  James informed this is the larger 

fund, not the CIAC fund.   

Jay felt this was a natural mistake and did not have a problem with the use since it was still for cleanup.  

Brian questioned why they didn’t ask for the fund.  Bethany wished to clarify, this would not have come 

to the Community Involvement Advisory Council, and this is a community in need.  Marvin questioned 

what is being asked. if it is from the original fund, we have nothing to approve.  Jay noted they had been 

frugal with the first cleanup project, it is not that big of a mistake, they were outside of procedure, and 

they worked on a second cleanup.   
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James stated we are just being asked for Council’s recommendation.   

The location is in Sussex County north of Millsboro on Rt. 30.  Bethany was impressed with the 

community initiative.  Bethany asked if the clean-up had made a significant difference.  James stated this 

is an unincorporated area with no other support. So this is a recurring problem that won’t be solved in a 

single clean-up.   Harold is familiar with the community and noted their need.   Bill stated that this would 

just touch the surface in these communities. He was also familiar with the trash and illegal dumping.  

James advised that this problem occurred because there was a new staff person who was not familiar 

with procedures for the fund.  To her credit, she also raised an additional $5,000 total from the 

Delaware Solid Waste Authority and from money allocated by elected officials representing the area. 

The First State Community Action Agency also made in-kind contributions of staff and equipment.   Our 

$2,000 was just a portion of the project.  

Jay felt it was a great project and they just need some guidance.   

Pam recommended that we advise the Department to approve the additional funding; Jay seconds the 

recommendation.   

Discussion:  Make sure they have written guidelines.  Try to make sure they get help with the application 

process for the next time.   

All approved with the exception of Brian who abstained.  He felt we should not touch it at all.  Seven 

approved 1 abstained. 

 

St. Georges Project 

James – Phil Thayer has been here for the last two meetings for the St. Georges Community Park 

application submitted in January.  Mr. Thayer is not here today. The Civic Association is asking Council to 

keep an open door.  Phil wanted to make sure that the Council was aware of these letters from Senator 

Ennis on potential funding and the letter from the engineering firm on the bids. Senator Bruce Ennis has 

made a tentative commitment of highway funds for the project.  To date they have not yet secured 

Delaware Department of Transportation or Army Corp of Engineers commitments.   

Bruce stated the letter is first point and a major hurdle.  He asked James to forward the letter to Bob 

Eheman, to formally ask Parks to be their sponsor.   

Bill stated when hiring engineering firms, they must file the AE Procurement Act which involves an 

interview process, not a bid.  Once the AE fee reaches $50,000 or more they must go through about an 8 

step process.  
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Bill questioned if they can sister with other organizations, to which James replied; they will make a 

formal request of Parks to be the fiscal sponsor.  Pam stated if you are not a legal entity, it does create 

many concerns.  Bruce agreed, we have expressed that concern many times.   

They keep coming back to us for funds, Bruce stated, it is better to have intermediate funding to show 

significant progress.   

Bruce suggested a letter to St. Georges, to make sure they understand the gravity of the situation, 

overstated even.   James added they might want to consider coming back in January with a new funding 

cycle once their paperwork is in place. 

 

V. Community Ombudsman Report 

 A.   Community Coalition Phase I Monitoring Report 

 B.   Asthma Action Project Report 

 C.   Community Mapping Report 

 D.   Climate Prosperity Project 

 

Claymont Community Coalition Phase I Monitoring Report 

DNREC and the Claymont Community Coalition (CCC) held a conference call on the final report on May 

29th. They reached agreement on several points.  The CCC is to send the draft of the final report for 

DNREC review and comment the week of June 8. The final report will be released to the public and 

media on June 15. DNREC has agreed to refer to the final report to Public Health for DPH’s assessment 

of the health effects of the metals they have identified in the emissions.  

The Community Coalition’s most serious concerns are about the exposure to high levels of manganese in 

some of the samples they analyzed. A public meeting will be held in July with the Department of Public 

Health giving their assessment of the health effects the manganese found in the CCC samples.  

Bill questioned if there was an issue about the size of the particulate matter, with particulate being so 

large it could not be ingested.  James stated that Air and Waste Management Director, Jim Werner, has 

made these comments in the past. Jim has acknowledged that the CCC sample analysis and DNREC’s 

were very similar. Speciation of the metals in the samples has indicated that there are manganese 

particles 2.5 microns in size, but there are open questions about the amount of exposure to people in 

the community. 

Jim has explained that EPA has no ambient air standards for manganese.  But Global Community 

Monitor thinks that there is cause for concern based on their other projects in California and elsewhere. 

Denny Larson,  the GCM Executive Director reported that California’s environmental protection agency 

had established a health concern level for manganese and that it has dropped by 50% after they re-

evaluated the health effects of manganese.  I did go online to see what I could find on the subject. I 
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found one report about Marietta Valley Ohio. There are several steel mills there and in nearby West 

Virginia. The EPA and ATSDR are conducting a study on the health effects of manganese there. One 

Canadian province is considering revising their ambient air standard for manganese. 

Pam noted an ATSDR report would likely be more beneficial then California; sometimes they can go to 

the extreme. James stated Claymont will have the DPH experts report, and we will share the findings at 

our next meeting. 

Asthma Action  

James informed that 15 people from two civic associations attended the May 6 training session at the 

Rosehill Community Center. Residents collected 60 log sheets that recorded their observations of dust 

or odors in the air and their physical reaction to them. They gave descriptions of the smells, recorded 

whether they felt sensations like watery eyes, difficulty breathing, asthma attacks. 

There logs contained reports of clouds of dust and the smell of tires burning, garbage.  The log sheets list 

DNREC’s complaint line and ask people to make formal complaints to the Department. People reported 

that they filed complaints about truck traffic, idling trucks, contents of the trucks spilling onto streets.  

Based on the log sheets, residents created maps of the area that identified several locations that they 

consider to be possible sources of pollution that could contribute to asthma.  Six hot spots were 

identified on the maps.  

The training session concluded with placing passive filters to collect particulate samples at the hotspots. 

One site was a soil remediation company named Clean Earth.  We had an interesting experience there. 

While nobody reported any odor as we approached the site, everyone reported a strong bitter taste in 

their mouths as we drove away towards to the next hot spot on Terminal Avenue. 

Terminal Avenue near New Castle Avenue is an area that has been the site of problems addressed by 

DNREC in past years. The DNREC Odor Study documented smells that were eventually traced back to 

local facilities. It resulted in DNREC meetings with facility operators that produced voluntary agreements 

to place emissions controls. Some facilities changed their manufacturing procedures or replaced 

chemicals used in their processes. There was documented reduction in odor complaints as a result of 

the project. 

It seems obvious touring the community and looking down on it from I495 at facilities that store 

materials onsite that fugitive dust could be due to unevenness in permit conditions. Some businesses 

use tarps to control dust, some materials are enclosed. There are some facilities that store materials in 

the open with some no controls at all. At some locations where you can see facilities are using just a 

garden hose and a sprinkler to control dust.   

AQM identified a site behind Stroeberts Tree Services that is owned, or leased by the Port of 

Wilmington.  They discover coke, a particulate by product of oil refining was being stored out in the 
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open, with no coverage whatsoever.  AQM is working out the permit conditions for a storage facility to 

control the dust. 

The fact that dust and emissions are a problem in the area has also been acknowledged by New Castle 

County.  Resident complains to County Executive Chris Coons during his Listening Campaign on the 

County budget have resulted in the formation of a task force. It includes the New Castle County Land 

Use office, DNREC/AQM, DELDOT, and City of Wilmington. The County is drafting a land use ordinance 

to control fugitive dust in the area.  

All of the agencies met at the County building on May 29.  We (DNREC) shared an Ordinance that the 

City of Wilmington passed in 2002. It was developed with research that was conducted by DNREC as a 

part of an environmental task force that produced recommendations for dust controls and zoning 

restrictions. 

Marvin stated there is one concern that ordinances are created, but there is no enforcement. 

James stated that follow up was one of the conditions mentioned as a role for the task force, to work 

with the community to produce better controls.  DELDOT identified drainage as a potential source of 

dust in the area. They think that old terracotta drainage pipes may have collapsed. The community sits 

in a low lying area.  Water drains from higher points to the Southbridge and New Castle areas.  With 

nowhere to go, the water eventually dries up.  The dust residue remains after the water has evaporated.  

DelDOT proposed coordinating sweeping of the area with the City and facilities that have sweeper 

equipment. The grant to the Clean Air Council aims to establish a formal collaborative partnership that 

could have some real momentum now. 

Bill noted with the enforcement issue that Marvin commented, it would be smart to place complaints 

with the City and/or County Board of Adjustment, so they can be educated about the problems. 

Marvin agreed, but there is no mention of the enforcement piece; who, how often, what legal authority. 

James agreed that there is no formal agreement yet. But in the discussion the county  reps mentioned  

wanting  to get their police force trained on the anti- idling regulation, using instant ticketing to enforce 

covering of material so the County police will be training.  On the idling issue, there is a lot at the 

intersection of Rogers Road and New Castle Avenue. It sits on a hill below the Oakmont development. 

There may be as many as one hundred refrigeration trailers that idle there all night. The fumes rise up 

into a canopy of trees that trap the emissions in that area. The county mentioned it as a possible issue 

for the zoning ordinance. AQM is now aware of it, and discussed regulating it as a point source. Our anti-

idling regulation does not address this because the source is off road vehicles. 

La Vaida said to Marvin’s point for the 19801 area code, the City Licenses and Inspection Department 

should be contacted, they have people actively ticketing.  Enforcement in the City of Wilmington has 

been concentrating on housing upkeep and grass, but they have staff that can also address this.  
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Residents should have Jeff Starkey, the L&I Commissioner respond to this. It should be put in a written 

complaint until that happens.  Bill asked James to contact Debra Duebert to advise her to contact New 

Castle County Police on the idling. 

James replied that this must come from the community.   

Marvin stated that Southbridge is not ticketing any idling at all, speeding, but no idling. 

Bill questioned if the trucks are sitting in the county.  Pam added they would need to get the New Castle 

County Police on it.  Bill questioned how we engage the police. 

Marvin said Debra Duebert, Rose Hill Community Center Executive Director, can get the word out to all 

the communities. 

James said Rose Hill has plans for the greening of New Castle Avenue with buffer zones and wind breaks 

around suspect facilities.  Jim Werner agreed to keep it on file for possible use as a supplemental 

environmental project that could be part of a penalty assessment.  

James added as part of the work plan, the Clean Air Council will organize meetings with the county and 

all the other agencies to address the issues.  Karl Kalbacher of the County has agreed to attend. 

 

Community Mapping Report – 

James met with Kathy Bunting-Howarth, Director of Water Resources.  You may recall the Septic 

Financing Project that the CIAC recommended funding for in 2007. The project involved mapping of the 

low income, unincorporated communities in need of financial assistance to upgrade and replace 

substandard septic systems.   

Among the original recommendations of the CIAC was the suggestion that DNREC map all of the 

environmental justice communities in the state. Most recently I received calls from the EPA Region 3 

Environmental Justice, wastewater and drinking water staff asking for assistance in identifying EJ 

communities to help in the designation of communities to receive stimulus funds for wastewater and 

drinking water projects. One of the criteria for distribution of the funds is poverty. 

So it turns out that there are some regulatory and funding policy issues that would be served well by the 

original suggestion to map environmental justice communities. The Financial Assistance Branch is 

putting together a proposal for a scope of work to do a statewide wastewater needs assessment. If we 

add this mapping project to the scope of work there is the possibility we could get administrative funds 

or Clean Water Advisory Council funding for a state-wide mapping project. It could be a long term 

project. 
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Bill questioned what a realistic timeframe was, and James replied that he was not certain, but as a staff 

of one it could take is a several years, not 5 or 10 but several.    

Harold questioned why we did not get the funding for the 18,000 septic systems in the Inland Bays.  

Because they have not yet been identified by mapping, it would be 20,000 now.  James stated Planning 

and Coordination has been a problem.  One challenge is that Sussex County does not want to allocate 

for money for septic systems in areas that will be receiving central sewer within the next 5 years.  

Mapping these projects has to consider future capital projects. One of the recommendations from the 

septic financing project was the formation of a committee involving; Sussex County government, County 

land use, wastewater operators. We would have to look at the whole mix of septic upgrades, community 

systems and central sewer. There has already been a subcommittee of the Clean Water Advisory Council 

formed to follow up. 

Bill stated a start somewhere should be made, why not a nonprofit or collations of government entitled 

programs could propose a part.  Marvin wanted to make sure the new Government is aware, the new 

DNREC Secretary and make sure the Governor is informed of the 20,000 faulty septic systems. 

Marvin asked if James had been before the County, which James replied, yes, we held the charettes, 

with all the stakeholders to come up with recommendations. They are all in the Final Report that we put 

together for the Septic Financing initiative. The next step is to pull together the subcommittee, gather 

information and do the mapping.  There will be pollution control regulations developed for all of the 

watersheds in the state. Mapping will indicate where the regulations will affect low-income 

communities. 

 La Vaida asked for a time frame for waiting for help?  James stated he was unable to answer that 

question.    Pam stated it all takes money.  La Vaida asked if street lights and sewer systems are put in, 

could this also be funded. 

Christina Wertz stated that sewer is costly and must adhere to time frames, it’s not just Sussex County.  

Keith Rudy stated there is money for combined sewer outfalls and drinking water in New Castle County.  

There is information from the old census with GIS for economic layers.  All current valid septic systems 

have latitude and longitude.  Eventually the old unpermitted septics will fail then it’s a matter of data 

entry. 

James stated coordination between agencies is huge. He discovered that other state agencies need this 

information too while researching the septic initiative.  Christy added this would be one community at a 

time, and then others can duplicate and learn.   

Marvin questioned the support of political office holders?  James stated they were very supportive when 

the charettes were held.   Thurman Adams and members of the Joint Finance Committee were all 

supportive. The major unanswered question is funding, how do you finance the replacement of the 

septic systems?  There will be a big debate over how to structure the financing.  Maryland created the 
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flush tax, that was years in coming. They developed a tax which attached on every property with central 

sewer.  Figuring out realistic financing is a huge political battle. 

Bill asked if there was any emergency, critical to health.  James stated we have some have issues with 

drinking water as a result of pollution from failing  septics as a part of the Septic initiative the 

Department of  Public Health surveyed about 200 wells . A few sections in Coverdale Crossroads had 

high levels of fecal chloroform.   

Harold stated they were planning on having a news conference in Ellendale on drinking water issues 

soon.  Through his work with Bennett Smith Funeral home, I see death certificates, most are from 

cancer, and congestions.  We bury 39 and 40 year olds from the rehab center in Smyrna who were 

originally from the Sussex County area. 

Bill stated he wished we can make a recommendation to DNREC.  Harold stated there is money available 

now.  Bill stated a pilot project could be considered.  Harold felt he could First State to do this, to help.  

Pine Town would be a good place.  $450,000.  Conditions in Pine town are such that there is a need for 

water.  If you look at septic, a well is next to it, Public Health said it should be 100 feet. 

 

Webinar – Virtual Policy Academy 

Climate Prosperity Project 

James:  The Governor’s initiative for Economic Development is known as the Climate Prosperity 

Initiative.  It calls for the development of renewal energy, alternative fuels, clean technologies that will 

drive the growth of the state economy.  It will require an analysis of the economic sectors that have the 

most promise to deliver jobs that pay good wages and benefits.   There has to be some evaluation of the 

workforce that these industries will need and an assessment of the training and education needs across 

the state. 

I had been developing a proposal for the EPA that would provide $160,000 over three years to develop 

what is called a sectoral employment project. Sector projects develop partnerships with the state 

agencies, industries and workers. They gather the data to determine what is needed for the industry and 

workers to succeed. A sector project would enable employers to target workers in EJ communities for 

employment. It is a nice fit because so many industries are located in EJ communities. They could 

benefit from the clean industries and the jobs.  

 

DNREC is to be the lead agency.    The Governor’s office wanted to wait until this takes form. They 

determined that the Climate Prosperity Initiative had not taken shape yet, so I was not able to submit 

the grant application to the EPA. 



CIAC 
June 9, 2009 

Page 12 
 

I met with Secretary O’Mara.  He believes that a sector project would be the way to go.  So I have 

identified a resource called the Virtual Policy Academy. It involves the National Governor’s Association, 

The National Network of Sector Partners and the Corporation for A Skilled workforce.  Their goal is to 

accelerate the number of states using sector employment analysis. The Virtual Policy Academy requires 

states to develop a committee involving high level staff from all the relevant state agencies helps states 

to all get all the state policies aligned  

It is free of charge. The state will have to get all the agencies to reply to a survey. There are a series of 

free webinars, and then an evaluation session in October.  

I met with Secretary O”Mara. He has given me the go ahead to contact all the state agencies and pull 

them together for an introductory webinar this afternoon. The Department of Labor, DEDO, and the 

Workforce Investment Board and Del Tech will participate. There will be a rebroadcast of the webinar; 

others will be pulled into the Virtual Policy Academy (VPA).  There is no structure yet, but the VPA will 

aid in this endeavor.  There is no blueprint for how states are to do this. Every state has taken its own 

path to development.  We could possibly come to the CIAC for funding.   

Marvin inquired if there were Federal government guidelines.    

James replied there is no blueprint.  The task is to align state agencies, and figure the role they will play.  

DNREC can point out general direction for other agencies; they must define their own roles.  There are a 

lot of tasks. Figuring out funding sources is one major task. , There are stimulus funds out there; 

foundations are offering money, figuring the role of the legislatures.  Eventually this will head toward a 

cabinet level board that is representative of different agencies, to iron out the approach to the state’s 

green economy. 

 

Position Funding 

James stated that David Small was going to ask Council to set aside 50% of his salary to come out of the 

CIAC.  Earlier in the year the Governor Minner had proposed 15% cuts in Departmental budgets.  

Everyone had to come up with a plan.  David was coming to ask council to set aside these funding for 

50% of my salary and benefits.   

Pam noted since we have a quorum today it would be a good idea to vote on this today.  It is not 

necessary to know your actual salary; we have seen the good work you do.  Bruce also agreed.   

Pam made the recommendation that ½ of the Community Ombudsman salary come from the penalty 

funds.  Bruce seconded the recommendation.  All were in favor, the recommendation carried.   

 

VI.   Public Comments/Open Forum 
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Keith Rudy of McCrone– any comments, what you do is needed.  I have attended other forums.  As a 

citizen of Delaware, I share the frustration of barriers and walls that sometimes don’t make sense. It 

would be wonderful if we can overcome some of the self imposed obstacles.   

Mapping is not technically difficult, data intensive, once gathered it is easier to upkeep.  Identifying 

funding sources is the biggest challenge.  USD, the rural water association, might be able to help.  On 

Southbridge, WILMAPCO received funding for transportation study of Southbridge area with AQM 

participation. 

Pam announced she would like to publicly thank James.  Last month I prepared a program for the 

Delaware State Bar Association on the CIAC, and how to access funding. Unfortunately I had a family 

emergency.  James stepped in, expanded on the program and this was well appreciated. 

James – There has been an audit of the Green Savings Green Energy project by the office of the State 

Auditor.   There are two DNREC grant funds involved in the project.   The CEPF grant was $71, 800. 

Another $66,000 came from the Energy office.  We have asked the Auditor for a report.  In the 

meantime, we have received correspondence from the Sustainable Energy Utility,  Dr. John Byrne at the 

University of Delaware, asking if they can sit down and fashion an agreement for strict accounting so the 

project can move forward.   

I gave a copy of the letter from the Peoples Settlement attorney to Bob Zimmerman to ask his position. 

We are waiting for response from the Auditor’s office.  We may sit down with the Board of Peoples 

Settlement to fashion an agreement for the continuation of the project.  

Christina suggested the presentation Pam and James assembled be placed on the CIAC web page. 

James stated the web site will be updated, placing additional information on it .  We want to put some 

of the final reports from projects on the web site so people can see what is being done with the funding. 

La Vaida asked about the web site for census information.  Keith noted it was available from the Federal 

Government and he would provide the site. 

Brian questioned the projects which were updated with additional presentations at the April 14th 

meetings.   

The North St. Georges Community Park has been tabled until they are able to get all the proper 

paperwork in order and lined up. 

The Friends of Wilmington Park Sugar Bowl Pavilion project was changed from its original proposal to 

one of an environmental education program.  The Council was in favor of the project but a full quorum is 

needed for a vote.   

Jay made the motion to approve the Friends of Wilmington Park project for nature studies for low 

income children in the amount of $15,000.   
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Brian said he agreed as long as it fit within our guidelines.  Jay stated the bandstand is out and the 

committee recommended we approve.   With the criteria met, Brian seconded the motion.  All 

approved.    

Pam moved to adjourn the meeting, Harold second the motion and will all in agreement the meeting 

was adjourned.   

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vicki Ward 

Administrative Specialist III, DNREC 

 

The notes of this meeting are not intended to be a verbatim record of the topics that were presented or discussed.  

They are for the use of the Community Involvement Advisory Council members and the public in supplementing 

their personal notes and recall for presentations. 

 

 


