
 Meeting Minutes 

June 15, 2010 

Community Involvement Advisory Council 

Members Present:  William Pelham, Robert Frederick, Jay Julis, Pamela Meitner, Brian Lewis, 
and Harold Truxon.  Quorum met. 

Members Absent:  Bruce Allison, Douglas Corey, Dr. Bethany hall-Long, LaVaida Owens-
White, and Marvin Thomas  

Alan Shores, Sarah Bucic, and David Johnson of DE City Environmental Coalition were present. 

I. Meeting called to Order 

Mr. Pelham called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m.  

II. Meeting Protocol Review 

The protocol was mentioned as in evidence on the backside of members’ nameplates.  

III.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 

MOTION by Mr. Frederick with second by Mr. Truxon to approve the meeting notes of April 
20, 2010 with one correction on Page 3, third paragraph of “Mr. Thomas instead of Mr. 
Marvin”.   All in favor, and the motion passed.  

IV.  Community Ombudsman Report 

Mr. Brunswick met with Secretary O’Mara and Deputy Secretary Small on June 8, 2010 
regarding the 2010 CIAC project recommendations. The Secretary agreed with all of the 
Council’s recommendations but Bear Babe Ruth Little League (BBR).  CIAC did not 
recommend approval of their grant because there was no audit of BBR finances, and there was 
not sufficient progress towards the fundraising goals.   

Valero originally donated a large parcel of land to New Castle County. The County awarded a 
20-year lease to the Bear Babe Ruth Little League for the development of a nine field baseball 
complex. Mr. Greg Panchisin, President of the BBR, informed James that Representative Valarie 
Longhurst had initiated negotiations with the County to obtain the title to the land. She 
anticipates that the group will know about the title by July of this year. 

Secretary O’Mara would like to fund the project, if BBR can obtain the title to the property and 
completes an audit of their funds. The ownership of the land could provide collateral to finance 
the development of the complex. Mr. Panchisin has agreed to look into an audit of BBR funds. 
We will have to wait on the outcome of the negotiations with the County.  
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Ms. Meitner said she still has an issue about their fundraising, it will take millions of dollars to 
complete, and it would be a leap for a bank to fund millions of dollars from the land title.  If Bear 
Babe Ruth gets the loan from the bank and New Castle County no longer owns the land, who 
will provide the maintenance support? They gain one thing but lose another.  She said she has a 
sense they have not thought this through.   

Mr. Brunswick replied that Greg Panchisin feels they would be able to pay back a loan up to 
one million dollars from monies generated from their operation. 

Ms. Meitner asked where they will get the other 4 million dollars. 

Mr. Brunswick said Greg Panchisin feels with the certificate of occupancy for the ball park and 
the loan they could start playing in one year’s time. 

Mr. Pelham asked if Secretary O’Mara will set forth some requirements and procedures for 
Bear Babe Ruth. 

Mr. Brunswick answered he will meet with Deputy Secretary Small and fashion an award letter 
which will spell out conditions and concerns.  He said he would keep the Council updated. 

 

2009 PROJECTS 

Mr. Brunswick said two of the 2009 projects, Claymont Community Coalition and Asthma 
Action, have requested extensions until June 15, 2010 to complete their air monitoring.  The 
Delaware Ecumenical has requested an extension to June 30, 2010 for their air quality education 
project.  

The 2007 Ham Run Stream Restoration project was awarded $43,257. It has encountered many 
delays due to the Army Corp. of Engineers permitting issues. They are finally ready to spend the 
money, but there has also been a change in the State Accounting procedures stating that any PO 
that has not had any activity during the current fiscal year will automatically lapse.  

The money has already been encumbered for the project. But, due to the permitting issues, the 
implementation of the project has completely changed. The use of the grant money will be 
entirely different than described in the grant application. I have asked the project sponsor, 
Stephen Williams, to give us a revised funding application, and to attend our August meeting to 
update the Council on the project. Stephen agreed to attend the August meeting. 

Mr. Brunswick said that in all there is about $1.8 million dollars that has not been spent, but is 
obligated to projects. Most of that is for the $1.3 Million Branch Canal Greenway project.          
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So far, the 2009 projects; Claymont Community Coalition has drawn 14,000 and Clean Air 
Council has drawn $7,000 both have balances and they both have requested extensions to 
November 15, 2010.  I suspect there will be other extension requests.  Any monies not spent will 
go back into the CEPF pool. 

Claymont Community Coalition (CCC) has taken 38 of the 112 samples that were planned for 
the project. The CCC will not be able to produce a conclusive project report until the sampling is 
completed. The Department of Public Health has agreed to evaluate the sample results and to 
report on the environmental health risks, but it obviously cannot produce a report based on 
partial sample data. The Claymont Coalition will be advised by their independent environmental 
health study to contrast with Department of Public Health report.  The final report should be 
complete in November 2010.  
 
DNREC and the Coalition met with Evraz Claymont Steel’s CEO, Victor Clark, in January. 
They discussed a series of pollution control recommendations that were included in the final 
report of the 2008 monitoring study. That report was released to Claymont community in a 
public meeting. The recommendations from that report will become a part of a schedule of 
pollution controls that will become a Secretary’s Order. It will include a timetable for 
implementation of the controls and penalties for failure to implement controls on a timely basis. 
The Secretary’s Order is expected to be in place by July. 
 
State Rep. Tom Kovach was the mediator in the January meeting. He applauded the effort at a 
Public meeting of the Claymont Community Coalition in March this year as one of the best 
collaborative efforts he has seen. We had a real scare when Victor Clark, The Evraz CEO and its 
Environmental Engineer resigned sometime shortly after the January negotiations.  We were all 
concerned that the proposed controls and financing promised by the Evraz Board of Directors 
might not go forward. However, AQM Director, Ali Mirzakhalili had met with Evraz’s new 
CEO and Environmental Engineer. He confirmed that the Evraz Board was committed to 
financing the pollution controls. Evraz put a new CEO and a new Environmental Engineer into 
place pretty quickly. The new Engineer attended the March meeting and discussed a summary of 
23 pollution controls they have put into place. He was the hit of the meeting.  
 
Mr. Pelham asked if penalties been forestalled or continue. 
 
Mr. Brunswick said they will continue under the new order but right now Evraz has slowed 
down their production and there have not been any violations recently. DNREC would have 
imposed the violations if they occurred. The Claymont Coalition is hoping that the construction 
of the bag house at an estimated cost of 12 million will be in place sooner than originally 
planned.   
 
Mr. Truxon asked if the Secretary’s Order would shut them down. 
 
Mr. Brunswick answered only if they do not live up to the agreement at all.  
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Clean Air Council 
 
Mr. Brunswick said a large public meeting was held on March 29 with around 60 people in 
attendance.  This is a project that involves collaborative partnership among civic associations. 
While there was a good representation of the area civic associations the project goal of 
developing a formal partnership has not been achieved.   
 
 The Clean Air Council also met with the Port of Wilmington to develop an application for a 
Tiger Grant of 62 million dollars to pay for an electric power crane, a new fleet of retrofitted 
vehicles, and other upgrades to make a much cleaner port.  They did not get the grant, but the 
fact that he Diamond State Port Corporation was willing to consider these clean energy 
alternatives was a real achievement.  
 
 DNREC’s Air Quality has begun inspections of all facilities that are suspected of contributing to 
the fugitive dust problem. AQM will require each to have a dust control plan and pursue some 
voluntary commitments to new dust controls.   Deputy Secretary Small met with Diamond 
Materials located on New Castle Avenue. His observations confirmed that there is some 
unevenness in permit conditions that contribute to the dust problem in the community.  
 
Diamond Materials has actually complied with all the permit requirements and has voluntarily 
agreed to permit conditions for pollution controls. They have made about $500,000 investments 
in measures that curb dust emissions such as; paving the roads in the facility, and purchasing 
equipment to remove dirt from tires before they leave the facility. They maintain a log of all their 
dust control activities. David Small saw that similar facilities in the area do not have the same 
pollution controls or practices, so the permits really are uneven. Getting similar practices and 
permit conditions in place at all the area facilities will make a substantial improvement in the 
dust problem.   
 
SIRB (Site Investigation and Restoration Branch) has conducted additional soil and groundwater 
sampling in the area and we should have a report from them soon.   
 
The Environmental Crimes unit mounted cameras on Pyle lane after receiving many complaints 
of dust and trash. DELDOT Secretary Carol Ann Wicks attended the meeting. She agreed to 
address the concerns of the residents and had all the debris removed, took up the railroad tracks 
that were causing damage to cars, and repaved Pyles lane.  
 
DELDOT also had a follow up meeting with met with area residents and with the City of 
Wilmington regarding their concerns about exposure to diesel exhaust from the truck route near 
their homes. Residents would like to have the City to reroute some of the Public Works Yard 
traffic from Terminal Avenue to possibly Christina Avenue. WILMAPCO is a partner in the 
collaborative project. The organization has completed a traffic study and proposed alternate  
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routes.  We hope to see alternative traffic routes created that will be supported by the data 
generated continued monitoring and measuring of diesel exhaust and exposure to the 
communities. 
 
The next step is the completion of the inspections of the facilities in the area. Air Quality will 
compile a report and we will meet with the civic association to deliver the report.  
 
Sussex County Community Corrections Recycling Project 
 
Sussex County Community Corrections (SCCC) has used all their funds allotted for the project. 
to purchase a Baler to bundle all of the recyclable materials that are collected by inmate road 
crews. They have constructed a steel building to house the baler and the recycled materials.  This 
project has really far surpassed all expectations. SCCC is recycling shrink-wrap material, cans 
and other materials which would have been going to the County landfill. SCCC has produced 30 
thousand pounds of shrink wrap, 450,000 pounds of cardboard and 300,000 pounds of 
aluminum.  
 
DE Ecumenical Council Qir Quality Project 
 
The Delaware Ecumenical Council on Children and Families (DECCF) has requested an 
extension to June 30, 2010 to complete their project. The Air Quality Promotion Project entails 
training clergy and lay leaders of local churches to teach the members of their congregation how 
to respond to bad air quality days.  DECCF has created an advisory group to advise them on the 
development of the workshops and materials.  They have reported  training a total of 140 senior 
citizens, clergy and lay leaders have participated in the eight workshops  have been conducted to 
date. 
 
 
Delmarva Ornithological Society 
Delmarva Ornithological Society (DOS) has completed their project under budget and surpassed 
all of the project goals.  DOS has spent all but $173 of their $3,750 grant.  The project involved 
clearing a six acre parcel at Fort DuPont of invasive multi-floral roses and vines and replacing 
them with native trees and plant species. 
 
DOS staff initially planted 48 native trees. With the help of the Boy Scouts, the Environmental 
Stewardship program, they planted an additional 76 trees and shrubs. AAA donated $500 
towards the purchase of the shrubs.   
 
Some of the plants that were to be planted were not available so there is planning underway for 
an additional planting in the fall. They have invoiced for 40 trees and have targeted a six acre 
parcel of Ft. DuPont for removal of more invasive species. 
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Friends of Wilmington Parks 
 
The Friends of Wilmington Parks (FOWP) Hands Across the Brandywine project subsidized 
environmental training courses for low income elementary students. To date, FOWP has 
conducted nine environmental training courses for 2,500 low income students from local schools. 
The project received outstanding evaluations from the classroom teachers and their students. The 
Friends of Wilmington Parks started late on recruitment and because of the bad winter, they have 
asked to extend their project through the 2011 spring season. There have $3,306 remaining to 
target an additional 300 kids.    
 
   
 
V. OPEN FORUM 
 
Ms. Sara Bucic of the Delaware City Environmental Coalition reported that the group has 
formed a partnership with the Clean Air Council to build a citizen’s collation to understand what 
is happening to the air quality in their city and to promote a healthy environment. 
 
Their current agenda is to focus on safety and the environment. They plan to focus on the DE 
City Refinery, and to work with the refinery and to discuss ways they can  lessen their impact on 
air quality,  let people know what things are in place to protect them and create a better image for 
themselves in the process.   
 
Mr. Pelham asked who has represented them before. 
 
Ms. Bucic said the city manager was a part of Valero’s Community Advisory Citizen’s Group.   
 
Ms. Meitner asked if they have any technical expertise. 
 
Ms. Bucic said the Clean Air Council has referred them to engineers, public health, and people 
who have connections with expertise and are willing to come on board to work with them.  They 
are focusing on the air because the refinery is not running now. They hope to gather some 
information before the refinery starts next year. This is a good time to get baseline information 
and to put in controls before the operations begin.    
 
Mr.  Julius said the people who bought Premcor is a group of investors of Premcor and they 
have the same CEO.   
 
Mr. Truxon said he wanted to bring two subjects to the Council, one is the septic systems 
announcement and the other is Ellendale’s walk-in medical center. He asked, what progress has 
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been made on these since the new Secretary has been in office? There are about 18,000 septic 
tanks in Sussex County 
 
 
Mr. Brunswick said the Financial Assistance Branch has financed central sewer and waste 
treatments facilities which will have a dramatic impact on reducing the number of septic 
systems.  
 
DNREC’s Financial Assistance Branch has also developed the Septic Extended Financing 
Option (SEFO), a  0% interest loan with a 20 year term. The recipients do not have to make 
payments. The loan is repaid upon the sale of the house.  The applicants have to apply and be 
turned down for the regular state Revolving Loan Fund program 
  
One of the big challenges is getting people to take advantage of the loan program. For example, 
in March this year we held a workshop with First State Community Action Agency for residents 
of Slaughter Neck. There are 50 about households in Slaughter Neck who rely on cesspools for 
waste disposal. There were 13 people at the workshop,  6  filled out applications, but only 3 
actually  applied.    
 
Mr. Truxon said people have gone to First State Community Action and not DNREC.   
 
Mr. Julius said maybe people are waiting for a cheaper option with the state or county.   
 
Mr. Brunswick said that he met with Terry Deputy, Financial Assistance Branch Director, and 
Bernice Edwards, Executive Director of the First State Community Action Agency. They 
discussed putting together a contract with First State to target communities that will not receive 
central sewer within the next 5 years. They will structure the contract so that First State gets 
compensated for holding workshops, assisting people with applications. First State will receive 
more for actually delivering completed applications to the Financial Assistance Branch.  
 
Mr. Pelham asked what the average cost is for a sewer system. 
 
Mr. Brunswick answered that the average cost is around $15,000. Within the Inland Bays the 
required Advanced Treatment Systems could cost from around $18,000 to $20,000.   
 
Mr. Truxon said he does not think the low interest loan is being pushed enough.   
 
Mr. Pelham asked if Mr. Turxon would be willing to meet with Mr. Brunswick and First State 
Community Action.   
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Mr. Brunswick said Yes, he will continue to have collaborative meetings First State. 
 
Mr. Truxon said the Walk in Medical Center has been approved by Sussex County and the 
ground has been given for the site. Vice President Joe Biden will be at a prayer breakfast on 
September 25, 2010 to kick off the medical center. The Ellendale Civic Association will be 
coming to the council for money. 
  
Mr. Brunswick mentioned that Gail Henderson received an email from Lee Beetschen, 
Chairman of the Clean Water Advisory Council Wastewater Subcommittee requesting the 
council member’s email addresses to send them information on financial projects. 
 
Mr. Pelham said to tell Mr. Beetschen to communicate through the Ombudsman office. 
 
 
VI. Adjourn 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Gail Henderson 
Administrative Specialist II, DNREC 
 
The notes of this meeting are not intended to be a verbatim record of the topics that were 
presented or discussed.  They are for the use of the Community Involvement Advisory Council 
members and the public in supplementing their personal notes and recall of presentations.     

 

 


