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DRAFT Meeting Notes 
August 9, 2012 

Attendees:  
Committee Members: 
Sarah Cooksey, DNREC Coastal Programs; Tony Pratt, DNREC Division of Water Stewardship; Karen 
Bennett, DNREC Division of Fish & Wildlife; Dr. Rick Perkins, DE Division of Public Health; Jeanette Miller, 
Delaware Biotechnology Institute; Dr. Andrew Augustine, Delaware State University (attending for Dr. 
Gulnihal Ozbay); Dr. Wendy Carey, Delaware Sea Grant; Dr. Tom Sims, University of Delaware, College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources; Dr. Nancy Targett, Dean, College of Earth, Ocean, and the 
Environment 
Secretary Collin O’Mara, State of Delaware; Dr. Carolyn Snyder, Division of Energy and Climate; Morgan 
Ellis, Division of Energy and Climate; Jennifer de Mooy, Division of Energy and Climate (DEC) 
Public Attendees: 
Susan Love, Coastal Programs; Chad Tolman, League of Women Voters (DE); Peggy Schultz, League of 
Women Voters (DE) 
 
Introduction and Overview: 
Secretary Collin O’Mara thanked committee members for sharing their time and expertise. A Climate 
Change Vulnerability Assessment for Delaware is greatly needed, and the work of this committee has 
the governor’s full support as well as his. He emphasized the importance of understanding the linkages 
between the best available science and the possible impacts from climate change in the State of 
Delaware.  He stated that the vulnerability assessment will provide a strong foundation for future work 
to increase the state’s resilience to climate change impacts. 

Dr. Carolyn Snyder also thanked the committee and described the goals and purpose of the Vulnerability 
Assessment:  

o Understand climate change in Delaware; regional perspectives are not enough. 
o  Pull together the best science and information that is available, incorporate the work that’s 

already been completed in Delaware, and recognize areas of uncertainty. 

Morgan Ellis presented an overview of the goals, content, and approach: 

 Increase Delaware resiliency to climate change by: 
o Understanding vulnerabilities (current and future) and risks to climate change; and 
o Developing better strategies to communicate the idea 

Our approach brings together Delaware’s leading scientists and practitioners to link science and 
application. 

 Content: 
o Included –  Best available climate change science, facts, data and established climate 

science,  and Delaware projections 
o Not Included –  Values, solutions, prioritized recommendations, mitigation strategies 

Approach for each section: 
o Overview of sector/system 
o Best available science and links to climate change 
o External stressors –  Economics, population changes, land use 
o Delaware’s potential vulnerabilities to climate change impacts 



 

 

 Resources 
o Scientific literature, scientific assessments (regional, national, global) 
o Expert scientists and practitioners 

 Delaware Climate Projections 
o Working closely with Dr. Daniel Leathers, University of Delaware 
o Not new science (using existing data) 

 
Committee Discussion: 

 Questions from the committee included:  
o What is geographic scope of Assessment? DEC staff is currently focusing on the Delmarva 

Peninsula.  
o Will this include marine resources? Could be addressed in the wildlife and ecosystems 

section. Should be open for continued discussion.  
o How will land, buildings, and water be incorporated into the assessment? DEC staff has 

outlined a section on infrastructure that will include components of land, buildings as well 
as other infrastructure. In addition, there is a water resources section that is focused on 
Delaware’s water resources.  

 
Roles and Responsibilities: 
Jennifer de Mooy presented a short description of the role of DEC staff and the committee members.  
Responsibilities of DE&C staff include:  

o Provide drafts of assessment sections;  
o Coordinate with lead reviewers;  
o Ensure quality control throughout the document; and  
o Serve and point people for coordination and logistics.  

  Responsibilities of committee members include: 
o Serve as lead reviewers; 
o Provide editorial oversight; 
o Coordinate technical/ experts as needed; and  
o  Endorse the final document. 

 
Vulnerability Assessment Framework: 
Morgan Ellis presented a summary of the content and organization of the assessment, noting that our 
processes came from reviewing other state and national assessments and from feedback from Delaware 
stakeholders. 

 Proposed sectors (chapters in Assessment): 
o Climate 101, Climate Trends and Projections for Delaware 
o Water Resources 
o Agriculture 
o Public health & Safety 
o Recreation & Tourism 
o Ecosystems & Wildlife 
o Infrastructure 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Committee Discussion: 

 A question was raised about energy. DEC staff stated that this will be included in the Infrastructure 
section; in addition, energy demands and costs are identified as external stressors in several 
sections. 

 There was some discussion on education and the need for understanding basic climate science. 
There is a current effort underway in the MADE CLEAR project to add climate-based science in the 
curriculum; teachers need to be comfortable teaching the material and understand it.  

 The overall size of the final document was a question. DEC staff responded that each chapter is 
roughly 12-15 pages, for a total of 80-100 pages estimated for the complete Assessment. The goal is 
to keep the Assessment very concise. 

 Several committee members suggested that illustrations and visualizations are important for public 
outreach. DEC staff commented illustrations and visualizations will be used to convey information in 
the document and that Delaware “stories” will be used make the assessment relevant to 
Delawareans. 

 There was discussion of the Delaware projections and their development. DEC staff responded that 
the projection methodology for the assessment will use of existing climate models primarily the 
Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phases 3 and 5 (CMIP3 and CMIP5) data.  

 A question was asked if DEC staff had consulted with other state agencies. DEC staff responded that 
they interviewed staff in the Delaware Emergency Management Agency, Department of Health and 
Social Services, Delaware Department of Transportation, Department of Agriculture, and the 
Division Public Health.  

 A question was asked about the audience for this document. DEC staff replied that the Vulnerability 
Assessment should be scientifically credible, but also readable by a general audience. The 
Vulnerability Assessment should be a foundation from which we can develop other communication 
products. 

 
Proposed Work Plan: 
Jennifer de Mooy presented the proposed timeline and work plan for the project. DEC will develop 
drafts in phases over the next two months, and will coordinate closely with lead reviewers.  

 Proposed timeline: 
o DEC will provide drafts between now and mid-October, coordinating with lead reviewers 
o All comments from lead reviewers by Thanksgiving 
o DEC will edit and provide revised draft of complete assessment (all sections) by end of the 

year (Dec 31) to all committee members 
o Committee will have ~6 weeks to review revised draft - all comments from committee 

members by Feb 15 
o Early January Committee meeting – DEC will present climate projections for DE 
o DEC will coordinate final revisions, editing, graphics (with selected committee members) in 

Jan-Feb 2013 
o March 2013 meeting – DEC will present final draft Assessment (content finalized, but 

graphics and illustrations may still be in progress) 
 
Committee Discussion: 

 A request was made to schedule meetings well in advance. It was also suggested that we vary 
locations for meetings. 

 Several committee members recommended photos be included in the document to add visual 
impact.  Links to additional resources (including video and news links) was also suggested. 



 

 

 
Public Comments: 

 Representatives from the League of Women Voters expressed their interest in the Vulnerability 
Assessment, and have an ongoing involvement in the Sea Level Rise Advisory Committee. Several 
linkages were mentioned including: the Environmental Working Group, a consortium of 
environmental groups in Delaware; education and outreach efforts such as the MADE CLEAR project; 
and interfaith groups such as Delaware Interfaith Power & Light. 

 
 


