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Ms Sarah Cooksey
Delaware Coastal Management Program
Division of Soil and Water Conservation
Delaware Department of Natural Resources

and Environmental Control
89 Kings Highway P.O Box 1401

Dover Delaware 19903

Dear Ms Cooksey

The purpose of this letter is to request Federal consistency
concurrence with the Delaware Coastal Management Program DOW
pursuant to Section 307 of the Coastal Zone Management Act
as amended for the Delaware River Main Channel Deepening
Project In letter dated January 31 1992 Enclosure your
office provided conditional consistency determination
subsequent to review of the amended Draft Environmental Impact
Statement prepared during the feasibility phase of study That
letter indicated that an additional determination would be

required at the conclusion of the Preconstruction Engineering and

Design PED Study

The Delaware River Main Channel Deepening Project was
authorized by Congress in October 1992 as part of the Water
Resources Development Act of 1992 The recommended plan of

improvement modifies the depth of the existing navigation channel
from 40 to 45 feet at mean low water with an allowable dredging
overdepth of one foot The modified channel would follow the

existing channel alignment from Delaware Bay to Philadelphia
Harbor and Beckett Street Terminal Camden New Jersey with no
change in channel widths The plan also includes channel bend

widenings as well as partial deepening of the Marcus Hook

Anchorage Approximately 33.4 million cubic yards of material
would be dredged for initial project construction In addition
229000 cubic yards of rock would be removed from the channel in

the vicinity of Marcus Hook Pennsylvania Annual maintenance

dredging for the 45-foot channel would increase to 6007000
cubic yards from the current 4888000 cubic yards for the
40-foot channel for net increase of 1119000 cubic yards In

the riverine portion of the project area dredged material would
be placed in nine active Federal upland dredged material
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disposal sites and four new upland sites identified as 17G 15D
15G and Raccoon Island In Delaware Bay dredged material from
initial project construction would be used for wetland
restoration at Egg Island Point New Jersey and Kelly Island
Delaware and for stockpiling of sand for later beach nourishment
work at Slaughter and Broadkill beaches in Delaware

The purpose of the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement DSEIS Enclosure is to provide additional
information and environmental analysis to address environmental
concerns raised during review of the 1992 Feasibility Report and
Environmental Impact Statement Environmental analyses completed
during the PED Study include three dimensional hydrodynamic
modeling of the Delaware estuary to evaluate potential changes in

salinity and circulation patterns benthic invertebrate sampling
to assess habitat quality at selected beneficial use sites in

Delaware Bay biological effects based testing to determine the

impact of open water disposal on aquatic ecosystems detailed
environmental assessments of selected upland dredged material

disposal sites consultation with both the U.S Fish and Wildlife
Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service pursuant to
Section of the Endangered Species Act cultural resource
investigations in dredging and disposal locations and
coordination with the regional oil spill response team to review
the adequacy of existing Delaware River spill contingency plans

consistency review was performed by this office based on
the DNREC guidance document Delaware Coastal Management Program

Comprehensive Update and Routine Program Implementation March 1993
After detailed review of all applicable regulations and
policies associated with the construction design for the
aforementioned project it is our finding that the proposed
activity complies with Delawares approved coastal management
program and will be conducted in manner consistent with the

program table and outline of the applicable Delaware CMP
policies is enclosed with this letter for your consideration

Enclosure An attachment that addresses the specific
concerns of your letter of January 31 1992 is also attached

Enclosure In addition number of meetings and field trips
have been held between our staffs to resolve outstanding DNREC
concerns Enclosure
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Please review the enclosed information and provide your
concurrence with our determination of Coastal Zone Consistency by
February 17 1997 Technical appendices and/or extra copies of
the report are available upon request If you have any questions
regarding this project please contact John Brady of the
Environmental Resources Branch at 215 656-6555

Sincerely

Robert Callegari
Chief Planning Division

Enclosures

MFR Coordinated with CENAP-PL-DP Letter to DNREC requesting
CZM consistency determination for Delaware River Main
Channel Deepening Project Letter transmitting SEIS for
public review and comment
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Planning Division

Sarah Cooksey

Delaware Coastal Management Program

89 Kings Highway
P.O Box 1401

Dover Delaware 19903

Dear Ms Cooksey

Pursuant to the Delaware Coastal Management Programs DCMPs federal consistency

Øertification of the Delaware River and Bay Main Channel Deepening Project the Philadelphia

District of the Army Corps of Engineers agrees to the following

To use best management practice during construction of the Kelly Island wetland restoration

to minimize the chances of additional turbidity in Delaware Bay as result of fine-grained material

that could possibly escape from this site

To include the latest design of the Kelly Island wetland restoration dated March 1997 and the

subsequent maintenance of this site after construction

To assist the State of Delaware in addressing the ongoing erosion problem at Pea Patch Island

To investigate the feasibility of using blasted rock 1mm the channel deepening in the Marcus

Hook region for erosion control/shoreline stabilization and habitat enhancement projects

To restrict dredging for either the initial construction or subsequent maintenance of the 45 foot

channel within close proximity so that no disturbance occurs to the wading bird colony at Pea

Patch Island between April and 30 August

To coordinate with the State of Delaware Denment of Natural Resources and Environmental

Control during the preparation of Plans and Specifications to attempt to identify specific areas

within the area to be dredged that are used by this species for spawning if there is continuing

concern or Atlantic Sturgeon

To address during the Plans and Specifications phase the impacts to benthic resources from the

placement of sand stockpiles underwater specifically at site MS-19 and evaluate the possibility

of placing such sand material on the shore for replenishment protection and wildlife habitat
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The Army Corps of Engineers understands that the DCMPs federal consistency certification

of the Delaware River and Bay Main Channel Deepening project does not in any way guarantee

that the State of Delaware svW participate in funding the non-federal sponsorship of this project

The Corps looks forward to the federal consistency certification of this project by the Delaware

Coastal Management Program based upon the agreements outlined above

Sincerely

Robcrt Cal gari

Chief Plannin
Division
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at
STATE OF DELAWARE

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURcES AND ENVRONMENTAL CONTROL

DIVISION OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
89 KINGS HIGHWAY

orricE OF THE RO Box 1401

DIRECTOR DOVER DELAWARE 19903 TELEPHONE 3021 739-3451

May 1997

Robert Callegari

Chief Planning Division

Philadelphia District

Army Corps of Engineers

100 Penn Square East

Philadelphia Pennsylvania 19107-3390

RE Consistency Certjficatlon

Delaware River Main Channel Deepening Project

Dear Mr Callegari

The Delaware Coastal Management Program DCMP has received and reviewed your

consistency determination for the above referenced project Pursuant to National Oceanic Atmospheric

Administration regulations 15 CFR 930 the DCMP concurs with your consistency determination for

the deepening of the Delaware River Federal navigation channel from depth of 40 feet to 45 feel The

DCMP certifies this project consistent with its program policies after review of the 1997 Draft

Environmental Impact Statement post-informational studies and conditions agreed to by the Corps of

Engineers in their April 30 1997 letter Our concurrence will be based upon the restrictions and/or

conditions placed on any and all permits issued to you for this project

This consistency certification in no way guarantees that the State of Delaware will contribute

funding to the non-federal sponsorship of this project Due to the large scale of this project the DCMP
requests that the Corps of Engineers hold an informational public meeting for the citizens of the State of

Delaware so that they may be aware of this project and understand its scope

The DCMP would like to thank the Corps for their coordination and cooperation in the review of

this project anifwe look forward to working with you in the future If you have any questions regarding

this determination please contact me at 302 739-3451

Sincerely

Ca
Sarah Cooksey Administrator

Delaware Coastal Management Progra
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