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Summary of Sea Turtle concerns regarding the EA and BO: 
1) The EA does not adequately address potential impacts to sea turtles in the two short paragraphs they include. There is no literature cited to support the information they do include. The NMFS Biological Opinion cites many research papers and reports but does not have a literature cited section at the end of the document so that these supporting documents can be scrutinized. 
2) The ACOE is not undertaking the Reasonable and Prudent measure #5 as required by NMFS in the Biological Opinion. NMFS requires observer coverage everyday that dredging is occurring in reaches D & E (Page 108 NMFS BO). The ACOE is proposing observer coverage primarily only on a bi-weekly basis (Page 135 of the EA). NMFS requires 12 hours on, 12 hours off coverage.  ACOE is proposing to use 6 hours on, 6 hours off.
3) The EA incorrectly states that sea turtles only occasionally enter the Delaware Estuary (page 75), when in fact they are regular annual migrants.

4) The number of sea turtles likely to be impacted by dredging operations is not based on abundance or distribution of the population in the Delaware Estuary, but rather on past dredging projects that are not comparable to the current proposal.   These dredging projects in part only required observers 25% of the dredging cycle and some were completed in the lower bay at a time of year when turtles are likely not present or not in peak abundance.  NMFS also states in the BO (Page 71) “….It should be noted that the observed takes may not be representative of all the turtles killed during dredge operations.

5) Data quantifying the current level of sea turtle mortality from anthropomorphic activities is insufficient to reliably predict or estimate the additive impacts this project could have on the population.

5) The EA does not address the potential for the project to impact sea turtle foraging and migratory habitat (research indicates that sea turtles cue into channel habitat).

6) The BO is based on limited data and the EA does not acknowledge the need for baseline data on sea turtle occurrence and distribution within the Delaware Estuary.  This type of information is important for predicting sea turtle activity within the area of impact and how the activity will impact the population within the Estuary. 
