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I. Background: 
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A public hearing was held on Wednesday, January 23, 2013, at 6:00p.m. at the 

DNREC Richardson & Robbins Building Auditorium to receive comment on the 

Department's proposal to amend 7 DE Admin. Code 3214, Horseshoe Crabs- Annual 

Harvest Limit. The Department is proposing these regulation amendments to establish 

the basis for setting Delaware's annual sex-specific horseshoe crab allocation(s). 

Furthermore, this action seeks to establish criteria for closing the fishery in a manner that 

would minimize the likelihood of exceeding annual quotas. 

Horseshoe crabs are managed under an Interstate Fisheries Management Plan 

("IFMP") developed and implemented by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 

Commission ("ASMFC"), of which Delaware is fully represented. Addendum VII to the 

IFMP instituted an Adaptive Resource Management ("ARM") framework for 

establishing annual horseshoe crab sex-specific quotas in the Delaware Bay Region. The 








































