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Under the authority vested in the Secretary of the Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Control ("Department" or "DNREC") under 29 Del. C. 

§§8001 et seq., 29 Del. C. §§10111 et seq. and 7 Del C.§6010 (a), the following findings, 

reasons and conclusions are entered as an Order of the Secretary to amend the regulation, 

7 DE Admin. Code Regulation 7401, Surface Water Quality Standards. (Regulation 

7401). The attached Hearing Officer's Report (Report) reviews the record and 

recommends approval of the proposed amendment. The Report is adopted to the extent it 

is consistent with this Order. 

The Department's Division of Watershed Stewardship, Watershed Assessment 

and Management Section (W AMS), prepared the proposed amendment. The proposed 

amendment reflects a small change to be consistent with the proposed change to the 

Murderkill River Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and other changes warranted by 

changes to federal regulations. The change to the Murderkill River TMDL will establish 

seasonal limits based upon considerable research on the Murderkill River's water quality. 

This research was undertaken as a result of a court approved settlement of an appeal of 






































































































