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Under the authority vested in the Secretary of the Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Control ("Department" or "DNREC") the following 

findings, reasons and conclusions are entered as an Order of the Secretary in the above-

referenced rulemaking proceeding. 

The regulatory changes that will be implemented through this Order represent the 

culmination of more than five years of work that include multiple discussions with 

stakeholders, including the real estate industry, representatives of private and public 

utilities that operate wastewater treatment systems, environmental advocacy 

organizations, and legislators. These revised regulations are responsive to the concerns 

that have been raised in these discussions and through the public hearing process, and 

largely mimic the regulations governing on-site wastewater systems that have been 

working effectively for the past four years in the Inland Bays watershed. While public 

opposition to the first draft of proposed changes was significant at the May 2012 hearing, 








































