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Under the authority vested in the Secretary of the Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Control ("Department" or "DNREC") the following 

findings, reasons and conclusions are entered as an Order of the Secretary in the above-

referenced rulemaking proceeding. 

Background and Procedural History 

This Order considers proposed regulatory action to repeal 7 DE Admin. Code 

7503: Regulations Governing Oil, Gas and Mineral Exploration, as a result of the 

Department's exhaustive review of its existing regulations, pursuant to Governor 

Markell's Executive Order No. 36 (hereinafter referred to as "E.O. 36"). In June of 2012, 

Governor Markell issued E.O. 36, which directed all state agencies, including DNREC, to 

perform a focused review of their existing, older regulations, identify and remove 

regulatory hurdles, and modernize and streamline any regulations that may be outdated or 








































































