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BACKGROUND AND PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

Pursuant to 7 Del. C. §6003, 6004(b) and 6006(4), the Subaqueous Lands Act ("SLA"), 7 

Del. C. Chap. 72, and the Regulations Governing the Use o/Subaqueous Lands, 7 DEAdmin. 

Code 7204 ("SLA Regulations") and other relevant authority, the Secretary of the Department of 

Natural Resources and Environmental Control ("Department") issues this Order following a June 

8, 2016 public hearing. 

This Order considers the Department's Division of Fish and Wildlife ("DFW") February 

26, 2016 application ("Application"), which DFW submitted to the Department's Division of 

Water, Wetlands and Subaqueous Lands Section ("WSLS") in order to approve the use of the 

SLA review procedures established under Statewide Activity Approvals ("SAA") procedures 

established in Section 2.5 of the SLA Regulations. DFW seeks to include shellfish 

aquaculture's use of designated subaqueous lands as a new category that is eligible to receive 

abbreviated SLA review of applications for shellfish aquaculture in the Inland Bays. 

The DFW's designated subaqueous lands for eligibility to use the SAA procedure are 

within six of the eight Shellfish Aquaculture Development Areas ("SAD As"), which are areas in 
































































































