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Secretary's Order No.: 2017-WS:..0020 

PHONE: (302) 739-9000 

FAX: (302) 739-6242 

RE: Approving Final Regulations to Amend 7 DE Admin. Code 7401: 
Surface Water Quality Standards 

Date of Issuance: August 14, 2017 

Effective Date of the Amendment: September 11, 2017 

Under the authority vested in the Secretary of the Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Control ("Department" or "DNREC") pursuant to 7 Del. C. 

§§6006 and 6010, and the following findings of fact based on the record, reasons and 

conclusions are entered as an Order of the Secretary in the above-referenced regulatory 

proceeding. 

Background, Procedural History and Findings of Fact 

This Order relates to proposed regulation amendments ("Amendments") to 7 DE 

Admin. Code 7401, Surface Water Quality Standards. The Clean Water Act of 1972 

("CW A") set in place a federal program intended to restore the chemical, physical, and 

biological integrity of national waters. To reach these goals, a series of steps were 

mandated by Congress for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") and the 

individual States to take. The first step was for the States to set their own standards for 

their waters. As established under the CW A, water quality standards are the regulations 

which list designated uses, water quality criteria, and an anti-degradation policy for each 




















































































