
Kent County 
LEPC Meeting Minutes 

 
January 11, 2005 

 
Attendees 
   
Nicole Vautard KC DPS   Allen Metheny  KC DPS 
Dave Mick  KC EMS  Colin Faulkner  KC DPS  
Jay Brabson  DNREC  Doris Donella   Tetra Tech 
Robert Hawkins DSP/Troop3   Jerry Wiegand   NRG Energy 
Sarah King  DNREC  Anthony Murray  U.S. DOT 
Tucker Dempsey KC Fire Chiefs  Gary Paris   DE Storage 
Ed Gerhard  US EPA  David Balcerak  RSVP 
Benton Counselman Dover Police  Craig Flanagan  Playtex 
Charlie Boyer  Town of Smyrna David Freeman  Bayhealth 
Jerry Llewellyn Public Health  Angel Boyce   Proctor & Gamble 
James Lee  Dow Reichold  Scott Bundek   KC DPS 
Reinhold Betschel KC PW  Dean Blaha   Duke Energy 
     
 
Allen Metheny called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome from Allen and introduction of all the attendees.    
 
The minutes of the November 9th meeting were approved. 
 
Current Issues 
 

Dave Mick – Decon Trailer –  No responses.  Regular training suspended for the 24 hour 
hazmat classes starting the 18th of this month and continuing weekly through March at Little 
Creek.  For 2004 there was only one response.  New equipment is being provided for the 
Decon trailer.  
 
Sarah King - Tier II Manager – Packages sent out on January 3rd.  Still waiting on the 
system to be up and running.  Hopefully by the spring it will be ready for use. 
        
Allen Metheny - SERT meeting – No meeting held.   
 
Allen Metheny – DENS – System up and running and progress has been made with Verizon.  
Testing in Kent County coming soon. 
 
Allen Metheny - EOC Enhancement – Additional funding has been acquired for future 
enhancements. 
 
Allen Metheny - Delmarva Emergency Task Force – A tabletop exercise was held on 
November 10, 2004 at the Delmar Fire Company.  The exercise dealt with the impact on all 
counties in the Delmarva Peninsula due to a total blackout over Thanksgiving as a result of 



power line failure in Pennsylvania as a result of terrorists.  Question asked:  Are you 
prepared for such an event?  It was a good wake up call and really demonstrated the process 
that the power companies must rely on to get power restoration back to everyone!  Good 
involvement from all the different power companies on the Delmarva Peninsula.  
 

Old Business 
 

Allen Metheny - FY05 Budget –  On target.  As of the end of December about 48% of the 
budget has been used.  Some adjustments may need to be made at the end of the year. 
 
Allen Metheny - FY06 Budget – Hearing held on December 1st and it went very well.  No 
major issues to worry about.  

 
Allen Metheny - Planning Committee – No meeting held. 

  
Allen Metheny - Exercise Committee – Schedules from now until 2008 of various degrees 
of exercises have been made.  In 2006 a full scale exercise is in the planning for Kent County 
to be involved in along with many other functions.  These exercises have been slightly 
delayed for right now due to some changes at DEMA.   
 
Allen Metheny – Seminar Committee – Ammonia and Propane Seminar to be held on April 
21st  beginning in the afternoon and going into the evening at the Sheraton in Dover.  The 
scheduled topics will be ammonia, propane, public relations, and effective 911 calls.  There 
is a $25.00 registration fee to cover the cost of dinner.  Buzz Melton will be the evening 
program giving a speech discussing chemical safety.  Hope to have the brochures finished by 
the beginning of February to start handing/mailing out to attendees. 
 
Jay Brabson – Seminar Committee – Planning for the seminar is coming along well.  Feels 
the attendance for this years seminar will be higher than the previous seminar with more 
emergency response people attending. 
 

New Business 
 

Dave Balcerak – RSVP Program – Still looking for new members to get involved in the 
inspections in Kent County.  The next schedule of inspections is in the works.  Need about 6-
8 people who are retired, chemical engineers, safety managers, plant managers, hazard 
materials handlers, and/or fire people.  These inspections will only take about ½ day at the 
facility and then time to write up the report.  If you know of anyone, tell Allen Metheny. 
 
Ed Gerhard – EPA – Becoming more response oriented and want to be involved with the 
locals.  EPA should be called by emergency response people to assist.  If called, they will be 
an asset.   
 
Anthony Murray – Outreach Response Program –DOT – Workshops being conducted on 
April 26th & 27th.  It is an open door policy, but you must register ahead of time.  The 
Emergency Response Guidebook has been updated and can be ordered.  There is no charge 
for these guidebooks. 



Doris Donella – Tetra Tech – Gathering information from each county to prepare a 
contingency plan.  Questions being asked:  How the county works?  How much equipment is 
available for each county? 
 
Allen Metheny– Citizens Corp – Council established a CERT (Community Emergency 
Response Team)  in Kent County in cooperation with Delaware State University (who are in 
training as we speak today) to better help the citizens of Kent County.  All three counties 
now have at least one CERT.     
 
Allen Metheny– DECON Tow Vehicle – Will hopefully be here next month or by our next 
meeting. 
 

Program  
 
Safety Film:  Pro-Active Safety Issues. 
            
Meeting adjourned by Allen Metheny at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Next LEPC meeting tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, March 8, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. 
    
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nicole Vautard 
 
Nicole Vautard 
Kent County Dept. of Public Safety 
LEPC Secretary 


