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Meeting Minutes 
November 8, 2010 

 
UHost:U  BASF 
Meeting Location:  205 South James Street, Newport, DE   
                                                         
The regular meeting of the New Castle County LEPC was held on the above noted date and place.   
 
Meeting called to order at 2:33 PM by Chairman Irwin.  
 
UAttendees: 
David Irwin, Chairman, NCC LEPC 
Joseph Murabito, Vice Chairman, NCC LEPC 
Lisa Brittingham, DE State Fire School 
David Anderson, DTCC/LEPC 
Dan King, Clean Venture, Inc. 
Todd Quintard, Linde LLC 
Bruce Galloway, Dupont Experimental Station 
Bob Barrish, NC LEPC 
Rich Antoff, DNREC/ARP 
Chris Schmid, NCC OEM 
Patti Civitella, Astra Zeneca 
Terri Abegglen, ARC 
Mark Dolan, BASF 
Scott Cudmore, Formosa Plastics Corp. 
Wayne Hopkins, Dupont CRP 
Geoffrey J. Backus, Dupont Stine‐Haskell 
John Verdi, BASF 
Dale Wray, Guardian Environmental Services 
Arthur Paul, DEMA 
Vito DeMaio, Ashland 
 
 
UWelcome: 
 Mr. Mark Dolan welcomed the group to BASF Newport Site.  BASF Plant Manager Mr. Rudy Merstetter thanked 
everyone on attendance and recognized the NCC LEPC for its important work. 
 
A special presentation by Rudy Merstetter, Jerry Woznicki and John Verdi of BASF was made to Jim Montague of BASF 
for his years of service to NCCIHMRA and BASF.   
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At Chairman Irwin’s request a round of introductions was held.  A review of the sign‐in sheet by Vice Chairman 
Murabito showed a total of 17 members were in attendance and a quorum was present. 
 

1.  Approval of the Agenda:  Chairman Irwin presented the agenda for approval noting that Vice Chairman 
Murabito would provide the staff report instead of Chairman Irwin.  Motion by Bob Barrish, seconded by Terri 
Abegglen to accept agenda as amended.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes:  Chairman Irwin requested a motion to approve the minutes.  Motion to approve was 
made by Bob Barrish and seconded by Bruce Galloway.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

3. Committee Report: 
 

a. UFinance: 
Chairman Irwin reported that the LEPC funds have been transferred to the Delaware State Fire School.  
Since accounts are in the process of being established, no report is available for this meeting, however, 
the process is far enough along that the LEPC staff has been paid. 

 
b. UI.T. Committee: 

Bill McCracken was not present.  His report was given by Chairman Irwin.  The initiative to enable each 
Fire Chief to access Tier II data for their respective fire district is on hold until the accuracy of the relevant 
data is verified.  
 

c. U Training: 
Mark Dolan reported the September 28 and 30, 2010 training sessions were attended by 35 NCCIHMRA 
members.  It was reported that the 9th Annual Planning and Training Meeting scheduled for November 9th 
will not have Greg Socks as the external instructor.  The committee will try to find a replacement.  There 
was discussion about the April HAZMAT Conference and developing the 2011 training schedule.  From 
2001 through 2010, NCCIHMRA held 43 training sessions with 206 hours of training.  Copy of report is 
attached. 
 
Chairman Irwin commented that the on‐going commitment of this all‐volunteer HAZMAT response team 
to serve the State is commendable given that all NCCIHMRA training is conducted during the evening or 
weekends. 

 
d.  UTransportation Committee:   

Bruce Galloway reported on a new product by Coulter called the Drum Quick System and he gave a brief 
presentation. 

 
4.  Staff Report: (Attached to meeting minutes) 

a.  Chairman Irwin reported that the LEPC transition from New Castle County to Delaware State Fire School 
is going extremely well. 

b. SERC/DEMA Activities 
c. Emergency Response Plan Reviews and Facility Visits 
d. Exercises 
e. NCCIHMRA 
f. Outreach Program 
g. Other Activities 
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5. Old Business: 
 

a.  There was discussion regarding the move of the LEPC to DSFS after the Fire Prevention Commission 
approved the move.  DEMA has transferred the money and processes are being implemented to ensure 
timely administration of all LEPC business matters.   The transition has been smooth.  Art Paul inquired if 
the FY2010 carryover funds had been transferred from New Castle County to the DSFS.   
 

b. The fax number that was incorrectly published has been corrected.   
 

c. The DSFS New Castle center can now be used as a meeting facility for LEPC. 
 

d.  The Hazardous Materials Conference update was given by Art Paul.  The dates are April 01‐02, 2011 and 
will be hosted by the 31st Civil Support Team at the Smyrna Readiness Center.  A .pdf copy of the Save‐
The‐Date flyer is attached.   
 

6.  New Business: 
 

a.  Chairman Irwin identified the 2011 meeting hosts.  Tentative from DuPont for January 10th.  Croda is 
scheduled for May 09.  Meeting hosts are still needed and Chairman Irwin will have a sign‐up sheet 
available after the meeting.  Thanks to the on‐going support of members, a host has been identified for all 
the 2011 meetings.  A copy of the list is attached. 

 
b. UTIER II update:U  DNREC is still awaiting approval to fill the vacant Environmental Scientist position.  As a 

result, they will not be conducting TIER II training this year.  Please call 739‐9405 if assistance is needed.  
The annual reporting instructions and on‐line guidance documents for the 2010 reporting year are being 
reviewed and updated.  They are to be distributed in January and will be available on‐line.  There are no 
changes to the TIER II reporting requirements or the TIER II Manager on‐line system for the 2010 reporting 
year.  The only change this year is the address for submissions to the EPCRA Reporting Program.  The new 
address is: 

 
 EPCRA Reporting Program, DNREC 
 Blue Hen Corporate Center 
655 S Bay Road, Suite 5N 
Dover  DE 19901. 

 
c. UEssential Personnel Procedure Update – Wayne Hopkins, Dupont 

Wayne Hopkins reported on the Snow Driving Ban according to the proposed State Travel Rules and 
Regulations.  It was discussed that input must be given by November 30th .  Todd Quintard inquired about 
the criteria for the Tiers.  John Verdi questioned the waiver list of employees and how the company would 
know if the employees were approved.  Is there a reciprocity agreement with surrounding states?  All 
comments should be forwarded to the Deputy Secretary of Department of Homeland Security. (Elizabeth 
Olsen is the contact).  Bruce Galloway stated that if this doesn’t pass the current, state of emergency rules 
will apply.   He also expressed the thought that it was better to present the concerns as a group with the 
LEPC backing along with the individual companies and manufactures.  Dave Irwin questioned the group if 
they wanted LEPC to spearhead, the group unanimously approved LEPC backing. 
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7.  Other Business 
 

a.  American Red Cross – Terri Abegglen spoke briefly on the “Holiday for Heroes” campaign.  The Red Cross 
is collecting Holiday cards in conjunction with Pitney Bowes to send to the troops.  They are not to include 
any personal information (no pictures, glitter).  They will be distributed to VFW, VA Hospitals and 
overseas. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  The motion to adjourn was made by Galloway and seconded by Hopkins.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
UNOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Host:  Dupont Edgemoor by Ray Beaudry 
Date and Time:  January 10, 2011 – 2:30 p.m. 
Directions and security requirements will be sent with agenda. 
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Monday, November, 8th, 2010 
 
 
UNEW CASTLE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
RESPONSE ALLIANCEU  
 
 
NCCIHMRA TRAINING COMMITTEE REPORT TO NCC LEPC  
 
 
The New Castle County Industrial Hazardous Materials Response Alliance Training Committee has 
conducted one training session between the September 13th, 2010 and the November 8th, 2010 NCC LEPC 
meetings.  
 
NCCIHMRA 2010 Training Session IV (four hours) was the Railroad Tank Car Damage Assessment Course 
for Hazmat Technicians, instructed by NCCIHMRA Instructors David Anderson and Matthew Higgins, and 
conducted on Tuesday evening, September 28th, and repeated on Thursday evening, September 30th, 2010, 
from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm at the DNREC Lukens Drive, New Castle Facility.  Over thirty NCCIHMRA 
responders attended this course. 
 
The ninth annual NCCIHMRA Planning and Training Dinner Meeting is scheduled on Tuesday evening, 
November 9th, 2010, at the Elsmere Fire Company banquet hall, from 5:30 pm to 9:00 pm.  The guest 
presenter was scheduled to be Gregory Socks, Training Coordinator and Hazardous Materials Officer of the 
Montgomery County, Maryland Department of Fire and Rescue Services’ Hazardous Incident Response 
Team.   Unfortunately, a last minute scheduling conflict arose, and Captain Socks will be unavailable to 
speak at the Planning and Training Meeting.  Kurt Reuther, Homeland Security Advisor to the Office of the 
Secretary, Delaware Department of Safety and Homeland Security, will substitute as the guest presenter.  
 
The New Castle County Industrial Hazardous Materials Response Alliance Training Committee has been 
participating on the Fourth Annual Delaware Hazardous Materials Conference Planning Committee in the 
development of the conference agenda and the arranging of presenters.  NCCIHMRA SOP Revision Meeting 
#30 will be scheduled for sometime in December to finalize the CY2011 Training Schedule.  
 
 
Submitted by: 
Mark Dolan 
NCCIHMRA Training Committee 
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LEPC for New Castle County 
Staff Report 

September 14 to November 8, 2010 
 
 
 
 
SERC/DEMA Activities: 

• Participated in the September SERC Meeting 
• Executed the SERC, DSFS and LEPC MOU 
• Successfully transitioned from NCC to DSFS and state administrative processes  

 
Emergency Response Plan Reviews and Facility Visits: 

• Johnson Controls 
• Formosa 
• Croda 
• Honeywell 
• DuPont Experimental Station 
• MacDermid 
• MTC Delaware 

 
Exercises: 

• Participated as an evaluator for Croda emergency response exercise 
• Participated as an evaluator for Fuji emergency response exercise 
• Started initial planning for 2011 Functional Exercise 

 
NCCIHMRA: 

• Coordinated Rail Car Training Class 
• Coordinated printing of 2010 approved SOG’s 
• Coordinated printing of recognition plaques for retiring members 

 
Outreach Activities: 

• Delivered 10,000 Preparedness Guides to Appoquinimink School District 
• Distributed approx. 12,000 Preparedness Guides to 17 schools in the Brandywine School 

District 
• Delivered 2000 Preparedness Guides to Citizens Corp. 
• Provided 250 Preparedness Guides to Johnson Controls 
• Delivered 100 Preparedness Guides to WJBR for distribution   
• Presented Shelter-in-Place module for NCC OEM sponsored CERT training program 
• Participated in USCG Sector Delaware Bay Area Security Committee meeting    
• Participated in New Castle County Preparedness Fair 
• Participated in Discover Card Safety Fair 
• Participated in the Claymont Coalition meeting 
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• LEPC presentation to Fairfax Civic Association 
• Participated in two Christiana Medical Reserve Corps meetings  
• Participated in the FMC CAP meeting 
• Participated in the Brandywine Hundred Fire Company community event 
• Participated in the DuPont Edge Moor CAP meeting 

 
Additional Staff Activities: 

• Coordinated two 4th Annual HAZMAT Conference Planning Committee meetings 
• Finalized Speaker from Norfolk Southern Railroad for HAZMAT Conference 
• Attended Kent County LEPC Meeting 
• Successfully negotiated LEPC billboard advertising campaign with Clear Channel Outdoor 

advertising 
• Served as a technical resource for two member organizations  
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LEPC for NCC 
2011 Meeting Time, Date & Location 

 
 

Meetings occur on the second Monday of odd months   
 
Meeting time:   2:30 - 4:30 pm 
 
 

# DATE HOST COMMENT 
1. January 10th  DuPont - Edge Moor  
    

2. March 14th  Ashland Research Center  
    

3. May 9th  Croda  
    

4. July 11th  BASF  
    

5. September 12th  DuPont - Chestnut Run  
    

6. November 14th  DuPont – Stine Haskell  
    

 
 
 

 


