
SUSSEX COUNTY 
LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

MINUTES FOR 
March 12, 2009 

 
There were 21 members in attendance. 
 
Status LEPC Chair- Joe Thomas, Director of Sussex County EOC, 
introduced the new lepc chairperson as Charles “chip” Stevenson.  
Chip started with Sussex County as an emergency 911 dispatcher 
and has been promoted to the position of local emergency planning 
coordinator/chairperson. 
         
Tier II Manager- nothing to report at this time. 
 
Incident Reports- Tim cooper of scems reported no incidents since 
the last lepc meeting.  21 HAZMAT and tox medic personnel attended 
3.5 hour annual tox-medic refresher training. 
 
DEMA Updates- art Paul-The 2nd Annual Hazardous material 
Conference is scheduled in Dover for Friday, April 3rd and 
Saturday, April 4th.  On Friday night, there will be a teambuilding 
dinner at Little Creek Fire Company with Speaker Mr. Greg Noll. On 
Saturday, all training will take place at Delaware state fire 
School in Dover. There is no cost for the attendees.  Continental 
breakfast and lunch will be served.    
  The State SERT Plan is complete and has been presented at some 
county fire chief’s meetings.  Art will be doing a presentation to the 
LEPC on the Sert plan in the near future.    
  There is a plan to test the DENS notification system in late march 
or early April. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
DNREC RMP Submission- Dirk Gleysteen & Jay brabson-              
DNREC’s Accidental Release Prevention Group did a presentation 
on their program and the fact that five year updates to the risk 
management plans need to be submitted by June 2009.  The group is 
offering to help stakeholders with this task.  In addition, it was 
noted that DNREC worked with the Department of Agriculture to 
make sure notifications for ammonia emissions from large poultry 
farms were accomplished with as little hassle to the farmers as 
possible.  Verbal notifications were due at the end of January 2009; 
written follow up reports were due at the end of February (30 days 
later).  The Department has a webpage with information and a 
sample written follow up report.  The newest update from DNREC is 
that the one year anniversary written report previously noted as 
required by EPA and DNREC is NOT required (although any 
significant changes that might affect ammonia emissions should be 
still be reported using written form offered by DNREC or a similar 
form).  
 



United States Coast Guard- LCDR Sam Stevens- LCDR Stevens gave a 
presentation of the many roles, and the Area of Operation, of the 
Coast guard-sector Delaware bay based out of Philadelphia.  He 
explained the five fundamental roles of the Coast Guard: maritime 
safety, maritime security, maritime mobility, national defense and 
protection of natural resources.  His presentation included the  
Response capabilities of the Coast Guard when dealing with the 
various missions. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY, MAY 14TH, 10AM AT THE SUSSEX EOC IN 
GEORGETOWN 


