
SUSSEX COUNTY 
LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES  
September 16, 2010 

 
There were 18 members/guests in attendance. 
 
Chip Stevenson           Sussex County LEPC 
David Mick                    Kent County LEPC 
Art Paul                         DEMA 
Tim Cooper                   SCEMS 
Marc Evans                   DENG-31st CST 
Carl Davis                     Citizen Corps 
Joe Beyerl                     Mountaire 
Mike Calloway              Mountaire 
Bob Kendall                  Mountaire 
Rick Peterson               American Red Cross 
Jon Scheibe                  BASF 
Dan King                       Clean Venture 
Michael Lathwood        Delmarva TwoWay-Motorola 
Bill Duveneck               ARES 
Mike McNamara            ARES 
Jerry Llewellyn             Division of Public Health 
Cheryl Littlefield           Beebe Medical Center 
Jim Smith                      Delmarva Power 
 
Chip Stevenson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
The minutes of the July 15, 2010 meeting were approved. 
 
All attendees introduced themselves. 
 
 
REPORTS 
 
 
Tier II Manager- Bob Pritchett from DNREC-EPCRA submitted a written 
report.  
 
EPCRA Reporting Program Update – September 15, 2010 
 
Tier II Reporting for 2009 (reports due March 1, 2010):   

• We have processed 1807 completed facility submissions (online 
1779, hardcopy 28).  

• There are 63 facilities that have not started Tier II submissions for 
the 09 RY.   



• There are 3 facilities that have started Tier II Reports but have not 
completed them.  

• There are 8 facility submissions that are essentially complete but we 
have not received paperwork to fully process them yet.  

• Net fees collected thus far during calendar year 2010 (as of 9/3/10) 
for reporting year 2009 = $296,020 (note - some fees may be for back 
year reporting from delinquent sites, and not necessarily all for 
2009). 

• We continue to work on following up with delinquent reporting 
facilities.  

• Already starting to receive a few calls in preparation for 2010 reports 
due March 1, 2011. 

 
Tier II Manager System: 

• The upgrade to Tier II Manager mentioned in our last report has been 
implemented.  Provided by IDSI, the upgrade improves the way 
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDSs) are stored and accessed within 
the system.  Previously, we had to select and download MSDSs for 
reported substances from the main MSDS OnLine system, and store 
the electronic files locally.  This was done from the administrative 
side of the system, and the process was cumbersome, and difficult 
to keep updated.  The new approach does away with downloading of 
MSDSs to a local server.  Instead, when a user selects an MSDS link 
in Tier II Manager, a live search is processed within MSDS OnLine.  It 
is fast and easy, and a significant improvement for the system.  Will 
need to include this in future training sessions. 

• I attended a meeting on August 13 concerning an emergency 
planning initiative for schools in Delaware.  Initiative is in its early 
stages.  They may want to use Tier II Manager to store and access 
emergency plans for schools.  Tier II Manager has the ability to store 
emergency plans for facilities.  Many schools are already in the 
system as Tier II sites.   

 
Vacant Environmental Scientist Position: 

• At least for the near future, it doesn’t appear the EPCRA Reporting 
Program is going to be allowed to fill our vacant Environmental 
Scientist position (formerly filled by Shannon Splittorff).  Our second 
Scientist position (formerly filled by Sarah King but had been vacant 
for a while) was permanently given up during budget cuts last year, 
so this is a big hit for the program.  While we are optimistic we will 
be able to keep the basics of the program functioning, the lack of 
resources will mean a delay for the following EPCRA Program and 
SERC IT Committee projects: 

o We had been planning to organize and conduct another round 
of training sessions on Tier II Manager for emergency planners 



and responders.  Last session was held in May 2008.  These 
sessions will be put on hold. 

o We will not be holding training sessions for reporting facilities 
this fall.  Usually held 4 sessions around the State. 

o Project to plot all Tier II facilities on a GIS layer for loading 
with Tier II Manager has been on hold.  We are trying to re-
arrange some of our resources to re-start this project and keep 
it moving. 

o Roll-out of Tier II Manager for direct access by fire companies.  
We completed the system modifications to allow individual fire 
departments to access data for sites within their specific fire 
districts.  However, the capability relies on having the Tier II 
sites plotted in a GIS layer (see above item).  It will also require 
development and implementation of training sessions for the 
fire department representatives, and development of 
procedures to keep fire department user accounts current 
within the system.  With our lack of resources, we’ll need to 
put this on hold for a while also. 

 
Incident Reports- Tim Cooper 
 
 
On August 19th the hazmat teams was dispatched to a level one SERT after 
the initial crew consisting of the ambulance and paramedic unit requested 
assistance from the fire department and hazmat team. After speaking with 
plant personnel our first arriving EMS Supervisor who is also the Hazmat 
Team Leader determined that a valve ruptured and several patients were 
complaining of various medical complaints. He also realized that no Decon 
was needed but did request the hazmat team respond with the Medical 
Resource Unit and Medical Surge Truck. A total of three employees from 
the Mountaire facility were transported to Beebe Medical Center for varying 
signs and symptoms. In addition, 62 persons who were in the area at the 
time of the incident were evaluated. After evaluation none of those 
employees complained of any symptoms. The incident was turned over to 
DNREC.  
 
The Sussex County EMS Hazmat Decon Team will participate in an exercise 
with the Parsonsburg Fire Department on October 1, 2010.  
 
The Honorable Mike Vincent, Sussex County Council Vice President was 
provided with a tour of all county EMS Station including the Sussex County 
EMS Special Operations facility in Dagsboro, Delaware.  
 
Sussex County EMS is participating in several upcoming exercises this fall 
including full scale exercises with Beebe Medical Center in Lewes, 
Delaware and Milford Memorial Hospital in Milford, Delaware. 
 



Sussex County EMS is also participating in a Coast Guard Table Top 
Exercise involving the Cape May Lewes Ferry. 
 
 
DEMA Updates- Art Paul from DEMA provided a report: 
4th Annual Delaware Hazardous Material Conference – The conference 
dates have been confirmed.  They will be on Friday, April 1, 2011 and 
Saturday, April 2nd, 2011.  The conference will be held at the Smyrna 
Readiness Center this year.  A matrix showing the proposed schedule of 
classes for the Saturday session was presented to the group.   
SERC Meeting – The last SERC meeting was held on Wednesday, 
September 8th at DSFS-Dover.   The SERC Annual Report for FY 2010 was 
approved.  An informative presentation by the U.S. Coast Guard was given 
to the membership.   
HMEP Grant-Planning has begun for the next round of HMEP Grants. 
 
 
 
Decon Trailer Updates- Tim Cooper/Dave Mick 
 
 
We are still looking for a solution for FDU Trailer for Lewes Fire 
Department.   
 
Sussex LEPC Chairman -Chip Stevenson reported on the following 
subjects: 
     -He reported on his facility visits.  He visited BASF in the Industrial Park 
in Seaford. 
     -He attended a meeting at the Perdue plant in Georgetown, along with 
members of the Georgetown, Milton and Ellendale fire companies.  Plans 
are being discussed on the possibility of a series of progressive exercises 
at the plant. 
     -He is still in the process of making contacts with members of Seaford 
Mutual Assistance Group (SMAG). 
     -He presented information to the group, received from the State Fire 
Marshal; about the possibility of propane shipments contain insufficient 
odorant in Delaware. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Carl Davis, Citizen Corps coordinator for Sussex County, provided the 
group with a presentation about the roles and responsibilities of the Citizen 
Corps Program. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING: 10 a.m., Wednesday,   November 10, 2010, at THE 
SUSSEX EOC IN GEORGETOWN. 
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