
CITY OF WILMINGTON 
LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
September 20, 2013 

 
 

Convened as the Local Emergency Planning Committee for the City of Wilmington. 
 
The LEPC staff meeting was held on September 20, 2013 at the Emergency Operations 
Center 
22 S. Heald St., Wilmington, Delaware.  
 
Co-Chair George Giles welcomed the Committee to the EOC. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:05. 
 
The minutes were approved in e-mail and written form. 
Motion Joe Leonetti, 2nd by Jay Beabson to accept the minutes in printed form. 
 
LEPC BUDGET 
 
FY14 was started on July 1st, 2013 and is on tract. 
 
HMEP 2013- Final report this week. George reported that we are sending 1 member 
To Emmitsburg for a 2 week training course on Hazardous Materials Operating Site 
Practices. 
 
Kevin Kille reported that the FY2014 that we have the overall state grant. Papers 
were signed by Jamie Turner and submitted awaiting for the counter sign.  These funds 
are used for hazmat conferences, training and EPA conference. 
 
TRAINING 
 
We will participate in a drill with the Port of Wilmington on the 26th of September 
Jerry Custis explained this is a table top & workshop. For an active shooter involving 
him and other managers at the Port, WFD, WPD and Emergency Management. Being 
regulated by the Federal Government a lot is involved example dealing with Maritime 
which in turn leads to Washington D.C. officials input. There are 5 major businesses  
on the Port and heavy work days they can have 3500-4000 people daily in the Port. 
It will deal with terrorist & hazmat at Magellan. 
 
Co-chair Giles added we try to train our Police Department on chemical response but 
they fail miserably because they don’t get out of their box response. 
 
Co-chair Giles reported on the active shooter drill that was held and what is being 
done on the report. He explained with the recent Court House Shooting and now 



The Naval Base incident you see the need for a lock down procedure.  We are trying 
County Building. With the building codes and fire codes for the City this is a problem 
because it presents a violation of locking people in with no way out. When looking 
at the areas it is noted that most are cubicles now with no interior rooms and if their 
is a room it has windows to the main room. File and supply rooms are being looked at 
also for a safe haven. We are looking for the PA system internal e-mail and cells for  
the announcements. Lock down panic buttons would start the motion. Another problem 
is do you make the rooms or just train so that the outside& public don’t know.  As a 
result 
of the drill we found out that very few places have a Lock Down Procedure.  DuPont 
does. 
Joe Leonetti reported that SFH had a plan and have drilled on it and has had good results. 
 
George also said he is working on all exercise after reports.  As before some of the 
issues were not taken care of from the report which defeats the purpose of having 
the drill. 
 
EDUCATION & OUTREACH 
 
Wilmington has continued to stress the importance of sheltering in place and evacuation 
both with City employees and citizens.  
 
Monthly we are going preparedness segments on the City Channel 22. 
 
This month we will participate in an informative meeting with the Southbridge 
Community on the flooding issues of this area. 
 
HAZARDOUS RESPONCES 
 
Zero responses. 
 
 
DEL EASI 
No report. 
 
DNREC 
 
Not much change which is typical at this time of year. 
 
DEMA   
 
Kevin reported that he recently sent out information on Ammonia Nitrate to  
LEPC’s. 
 
The SERC meeting is next week and he reports there will be the Hazmat 
Study final presentation. 



 
Anything to do with railcar safety Representative Longhurst demands to be  
present. Call Kevin and he will make the arrangements. 
 
The Rt. Operation is heavy duty crude oil.  The trains consist of about 100 cars.   
Director Giles said that Elsmere was looked at for an offload site but has not 
heard anything else. Kevin reported waiting 7 minutes for a train.  Giles said 
now you know why Fire and EMS are frustrated with this. Its holds then 
up on response times which are monitored. Dave Irwin said he heard that 
there was a delay in the assist coming into the City.  Giles said that FD & 
EMS is dispatched through the County. There can be 10 responses in the City 
at one time there are 5 City ambulances and 5 brought in from outside. Joe 
Leonetti reported that during the Gross Electric fire they had 6 ambulances 
on duty and still the County had 6 units in there. There is a mutual agreement 
for the County units to respond into the City. 
 
Kevin reported that DEMA will assist with race weekend at Dover Downs. 
 
Kurt Ruther has been replaced with Ray Fulculm 
 
Kevin also said that a woman sent letters to DEMA and the politicians  
about radio stations no alerting people to storms. Like Kevin said storms 
can drop out of nowhere with no warning. Kevin said that upon research 
the stations are only required to broadcast national alerts by the President. 
 
Kevin and Dave had a discussion about the statewide Hazmat Workshop 
And what they have been working on.  Speakers are lined up and classes. 
There will be classes on Friday so 1st Responders can attend. Once the final plans 
Are in motion information will be printed and distributed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Last month Co-chair Giles said we were not sure if Chair DiPinto would 
be staying on since his departure from the City. He has spoken with Joe and 
will meet with him in a couple of weeks.  Questions arouse as to the Chairman 
being appointed by Government or by the local LEPC’s. States this isn’t  
in the by-laws. Kevin Kille said SERC elected by the members acted upon 
and sent to Governor to sign. 
 
 
Co-chair Giles said that with the new administration there are new financial 
rules by the City. Before we put in any donations to our pretty cash account. 
Now the City says no it has to be a separate account. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 



Motion Dave Irwin, 2nd by Jerry Custis to open a separate LEPC account. 
No questions on the motion. All in favor no opposed.  
 
Vince Jocono reported that Delmarva is working on liability and infrastructure.  Says  
Delmarva wants to be proactive not wait until something happens. 
 
Joe Leonetti said that St. Francis will conduct a Hazmat/DECON drill on  
October 20th. 
 
October 13, 14, & 15 Norfolk Southern training at Chrysler.  The WFD is  
participating. George reported that we used to do this all the time with Amtrak 
but Amtrak doesn’t want passengers to see it.  
 
Bob Schroeder said Noramco completed a drill on Sept 7th and it did very well. 
 
Margie Williams reported the City of Wilmington will have a recycle/waste disposal 
at Frawley Stadium on October 5th. 
 
Family Preparedness presented by CERT is tomorrow at the Agricultural Museum  
in Dover.  This is fun filled informative day for the family. It is from 10:00 till 2:00pm. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30. 
 
The next regular meeting of the L.E.P.C. will be held on November 8th, 2013, 
Because of several members and staff attending a conference at 
22 S. Heald Street , Emergency Operations Center training room at 10:00. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Margie Williams, Staff Secretary to the LEPC 


