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8. Marketing: Coordinate with local communities, tourism offices, local business, and residents 
to aggressively promote the area regionally, nationally and internationally. 

9. Volunteerism Promotion: Engage local residents, community groups, service organizations, 
schools and business to instill a sense of ownership and stewardship. 

Establishment of the First State National Historical Park 

We strongly support Senator Carper’s tireless efforts to establish a National Historical Park 
in Delaware.  While Congress considers this proposal, we stand ready to assist in any way we can 
to make this vision a reality.  We believe that the First State National Park and the proposed 
Delaware National Bayshore initiative complement each other perfectly by connecting Delaware's 
key historical sites with Delaware's rich natural heritage.   Together, these efforts will 
provide world-class historical and environmental experiences for all visitors to Delaware. 

Restoration of the Nanticoke River Watershed 

The Nanticoke River watershed (part of the Chesapeake Basin) supports an abundance of 
rare fauna and flora, while serving as the economic engine and recreational epicenter of the 
southwestern Delaware.  The State has developed a comprehensive restoration plan for the 
Nanticoke River Watershed, which focuses on accelerating land conservation and ecological 
restoration activities with specific attention to headwaters, forests, habitat, cultural resources, 
buffers, recreational water access, flood mitigation, and lands most at risk from climate impacts.   

Delaware is also partner with the Chesapeake Bay Program and is working in collaboration 
with the Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Agriculture to achieve water 
quality goals and the required nutrient and sediment load reductions through our Watershed 
Implementation Plan, which provides a comprehensive approach to improve water quality and 
restore streams and wetlands throughout the Bay watershed.   

In addition, the State has dedicated significant resources and effort towards promoting and 
enhancing access to the Captain John Smith National Historic Trail (Nanticoke River segment), 
which we view as a tangible initiative to raise public awareness of environmental conditions, 
engage youth, increase citizen-based stewardship, encourage recreation (water and hiking/biking 
trails), and promote ecotourism.   

This specific AGO project would focus on accelerating implementation of Delaware’s 
comprehensive ecological restoration plan for the Nanticoke River watershed and enhance the 
Captain John Smith Trail by leveraging additional investment for resource conservation and 
demonstrating best management practices.  This project incorporates all of the strategic priorities 
of AGO, including engaging youth, providing urban recreational opportunities, expanding access 
to waterways, conserving wildlife habitat and protecting rural landscapes.  

We believe that undertaking the three projects proposed above will significantly advance the 
vision and promise of the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative.  We deeply appreciate President 
Obama’s leadership in land conservation, as demonstrated through both AGO and the 
recommendation for full funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund for the first time in 
decades.  We believe that targeted investment of LWCF resources towards the projects identified 
above will go a long way in achieving our shared objectives.  The importance of LWCF cannot be 








