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Delaware Center for Horticulture 

• Founded in 1977 as the Wilmington Garden Center 
• Nonprofit, membership-based urban greening 

resource center 
• Community greening and education programs 
• Workshops, trips, tours, lectures 

 

• Urban Agriculture - community gardens, 
Wilmington’s first urban farm 

• Community Forestry - tree steward network, 
street tree consultation, research 

• Public Landscapes - gateway beautification, 
community, volunteer & corporate engagement 

• Education – vocational training, youth & adult 
programs 
 



Green Infrastructure – Public Landscapes 

▪ Scale-dependent approach + 

▪ Context-driven design + 

▪ Ecosystem services + 

▪ Methods are repeatable (scaling up) + 

▪ Grounded in science + 

▪ Streetscapes + 

 

=  Importance of collaboration and community input  



Definitions and types of projects 

Bioswale 
▪ Concord Ave (Rt. 202), 

Wilmington 

▪ Former contaminated 
industrial/commercial site  

▪ Alternative to redevelopment 

▪ Low-impact development 

 



Definitions and types of projects 

Tree Trench 
▪ Thatcher Street in Northeast 

Wilmington 

▪ Residential area and adjacent 
park space  

▪ Located in city’s highest-
priority CSO (combined sewer 
overflow) basin 

 

 



Definitions and types of projects 

Rain Garden 
▪ Acme grocery, Trolley Square 

neighborhood, Wilmington 

▪ Parking lot surrounded by 
additional impervious areas  

▪ Flash-flooding prone 
intersection (Delaware Ave. & 
N. Dupont St.) 

 

 



Lessons learned: Importance of participatory 
process 

Community input process – 
priorities included: 

▪ Availability and net loss of 
parking spaces 

▪ Safety for pedestrian passage 

▪ Aesthetics & attractiveness of 
final design 

▪ Inconvenience and disruption 
of construction 

▪ Maintenance responsibilities 

Final 
project 

plan 

Engineering 
and design  

Collaborative 
expertise 

and funding 

Community 
input and 

buy-in 
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Latest project – Delaware Ave. Bioswale 



Latest project – Delaware Ave. Bioswale 



Upcoming projects 

▪ Conaty Park renovations to include (2) rain gardens 

▪ Additional plantings and maintenance of Delaware Ave. bioswale 

▪ Enhancement plantings of Acme parking lot 

▪ Increasing number of successful projects 

▪ Wilmington land bank – vacant land utilization 

 

▪ Thanks to our many partners and collaborators 
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