DNREC DAWM Comments on Christina River Tributary Recommendations

11-8-06

General Comment: The Pollution Control Strategy should be written in a manner so that it very clear which recommendations and activities apply to areas targeted for new development, verses Brownfields properties where we want to promote the cleanup and  redevelopment of a property.    
OS1.  Inventory and protect existing vegetated areas: Compile an aerial inventory of the existing vegetated areas and develop an ordinance to protect these areas. Incorporate a prioritization plan to help identify stakeholders and sites for redevelopment.

Comments:

· Various DNREC programs such as natural heritage and open space maintain information on the aerial extent of existing vegetated areas. Please contact Rob Line of DNREC Parks at 302-739-9220 for more information 

· With regards to incorporating a prioritization plan to help stakeholders and sites for redevelopment. Priority for redevelopment should go towards Brownfields sites verses continuing to develop available open space. 
· Sometimes Brownfield redevelopment takes place on relatively small parcels.  If ordinances requiring  set backs, urban canopies, or riparian buffers  are put in place certain smaller  parcels where the space may not be available will likely not be re-developed.  For these smaller properties the process should allow for decisions to be made on a site specific basis so innovative solutions that promote low impact development can be integrated into site redevelopment activities. 
· If an ordinance relating to establishing buffers is recommended, all land use agencies should adopt it consistently in the watershed.
· The committee should evaluate the use of providing more incentives (financial based and  others) to developers who are willing to build on a Brownfields in a way that promotes smart growth and low impact development.
OS2.  Require vegetated buffers of adequate and proper widths sufficient to reduce or eliminate nonpoint source pollution for lots abutting all waters of the state - including private, state/county land.

Comments:

· DNREC’s Brownfields program requires flexibility to allow site specific decisions to be made regarding storm water management and the extent of impervious surfaces allowed during redevelopment.  What may be considered adequate and proper for one site may not be adequate and proper for another.   
OS4.  Stream Restoration:  An area of trees and/or shrubs located adjacent to and up gradient from water bodies.  Operation and maintenance plans for Brownfields should be required. O & M plans are currently required and may contain requirements for maintaining soil and vegetative covers used to cap contaminated areas.  
Comments: 

· Per discussion at the last Tributary Meeting the reference to Brownfields from this recommendation will be deleted. 
SW1.  Require urban tree canopy:  Set regional tree canopy goals based on the UFORE study results.  Review city tree ordinance for necessary updates.  Organize an educational component for the community. 

Comments:

· DNREC’s Brownfields program supports the use of setting goals to establish an urban tree canopy but requests that the committee recommends that plans be approved on a site by site basis to allow  flexibility as to the type and width of native plantings used.    
SW3.  Limit addition of new impervious cover to less than 20% of the watershed to conserve water quality:  Local ordinances requiring mitigation if the project exceeds the impervious cover limit. The impervious cover limits should be on a watershed basis.  Add flexibility in local ordinances to provide incentives for the business community.  Use tools such as a mitigation bank to encourage addressing impervious cover on a watershed basis, not parcel by parcel.   
Comments: 

· DNREC’s Brownfields program requires flexibility to allow site specific decisions to be made regarding storm water management and the extent of impervious surfaces allowed during redevelopment. Many times at Brownfields sites an impervious cover is a required element of the corrective actions that limit human exposure to contaminants found in surface soils. Certainly some properties may lend themselves to less impervious cover than others. A decision should be made on a site specific basis that is both protective of human health and the environment and that promotes redevelopment.  
· The committee should evaluate the use of providing incentives (financial based and  others) to developers who are willing to build on a Brownfields in a way that promotes smart growth and low impact development.
SW4.  Promote Low Impact Development (LID) in New Construction and Redevelopment:  LID is the integration of site ecological and environmental goals and requirements into all phases of urban planning and design from brownfields and the individual residential lot level to the entire watershed.  LID varies from traditional stormwater practices.  LID reduces runoff volumes by attempting to recreate drainage patterns to the pre-construction state.  LID practices include but are not limited to: green roofs, permeable pavers, bioretention areas, grass swales, rain gardens, and minimizing impervious areas.  These practices increase runoff infiltration, storage, filtering, evaporation, and detention onsite.  Recommending flexibility on a site by site basis  for brownfields.   

Comments:


· DNREC’s Brownfields Program supports the use of low impact development at Brownfields properties. 
· Sometimes Brownfield redevelopment takes place on relatively small parcels.  If ordinances requiring set backs, urban canopies, or riparian buffers are put in place certain smaller parcels where the space may not be available have the potential for not being  re-developed.  For these smaller properties the process should allow for decisions to be made on a site specific basis as to how much land can be used for ecological enhancements, so innovative solutions that promote low impact development such as bio-swales for storm water retention can be integrated into site redevelopment activities. 

SW6. Coordinate a committee to review and make recommendations on development issues in the Christina Basin:  This committee will be similar to the New Castle County Resource Protection Area Technical Advisory Committee (RPATAC) in both structure and function.

Comments:

· A representative from DNREC’s Brownfields Program would be willing to serve on this committee if the recommendation goes forward. 

WW4.  Abate Combined Sewer Overflows:  40 CSO outfalls in the Basin, several have been retrofitted.  The City of Wilmington is developing a separate Enhanced Long Term Control Strategy for the CSOs in Wilmington.  

Comments: 

· DNREC’s Brownfields Program will continue to work with the City of Wilmington and their consultants on projects involving excavating historic fill and petroleum found in the subsurface that are attributed to  the City of Wilmington’s industrial past.  

