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Benefits? 
 
 



Benefits? 
• Better water management 

• Support more wildlife 

• Save time and energy 

• Looks attractive 

 
 



Pollination services/wildlife habitat 

Clean water/water management Air quality/biodiversity 

Human engagement 

Ecosystem Services 







Frederick Law Olmstead -  Crabgrass Frontier 

 “Probably the advantages of civilization can be 
found illustrated and demonstrated under no 
other circumstances so completely as in some 
suburban neighborhoods where each family 
abode stands 50 or 100 feet or more apart from 
all others, and at some distance from the public 
road.” 

 

Mary Lockwood Matthews -  Elementary Home Economics (1931) 

 “A separate home surrounded by a yard is the ideal kind of 
home.” 

 



Sustainable  

Landscape:  

Definition 

 
• a stable and productive ecosystem 

• conserves the physical and biological 

processes occurring on that landscape  

 

 The Sustainable Sites Initiative, Standards and 
Guidelines, Preliminary Report, November, 2007, 
http://www.sustainablesites.org/ 

 





www.ag.udel.edu/udbg/sl/ 

 
 

 





Water management -

paradigm shift 

• From efficient collection  

 

to 

 

• Percolation on site 

Clean water/water management 





























 Pollination services/wildlife habitat 



Air quality/biodiversity 



Clean water/water management 

Human engagement 



Change design paradigm 



Landscape designer – Jules Bruck 



New design paradigm 









Not lawn – other options 
• Landscape beds 

• Forest  

• Meadow 









Cues of Care: 
Mowed paths 

Stepped mowing 

Mowed edges 

Perennial enhancements 

Artwork 

Explanatory signs 





The carbonized tree trunks provide a dramatic 

rhythmical element to visually structure the 

sowing. 







Applecross project 



• Reduce the size of the 44,000 

square foot lawn by half. 

• Add trees, shrubs and perennials 

to attract wildlife. 

• Use predominately native plants. 

• Solve drainage problems, 

specifically water puddling in 

front yard by corner of garage 

• Add a meadow and forest 

habitat. 

• Increase the opportunity for 

homeowners to engage and 

participate in the landscape. 

• Reduce maintenance (long term). 

The specific design  

challenges were to: 



Elements from 

student designs 

made it into the 

final plan. 



Clean water/water management 



Air quality/biodiversity 



Air quality/biodiversity 









Pollination services/ wildlife habitat 











Clean water/water management 

Human engagement 





http://sites.udel.edu/sld/ 

http://sites.udel.edu/sld/










What do people dislike about sustainable landscaping? 



What will it take to change the paradigm? 





 





Not lawn – other options 
• Landscape beds 

• Forest  

• Meadow 


