Rentar Fuel Catalysts, Biodiesel,
and Generator Manufacturers’ Warranties

By Mark A. Prettyman
DNREC - Air Quality Management

The finalization of Regulation No. 1144, “Control of Stationary Generator Emissions,” has
brought forth some concern from those persons whom are subject to its requirements, related to
the manufacturers’ warranties on their generators. Specifically, the concern is related to the use
of biodiesel as a fuel in a generator, or the use of a Rentar Fuel Catalyst to reduce the emissions
of a generator. This memo is to dispel any hearsay regarding the use of either biodiesel or a
Rentar Fuel Catalyst in a generator and its manufacturer’s warranty, and to clarify that their use
will not void the manufacturer’s warranty.

Regulation No. 1144 establishes emissions standards, as well as operating requirements, a fuel
sulfur content limit, and recordkeeping requirements for generators and their owners. To help
reduce the emissions of diesel-fired, distributed generators (i.e., those used for non-emergency
purposes) on poultry farms, a cost-share program was initiated which would yield emissions
reductions. The cost-share program provides its participants with 100% of the cost towards the
purchase of a Rentar Fuel Catalyst, as long as the participant utilizes at least a 5% biodiesel
blend (B5) in the generator. The Rentar Fuel Catalyst pre-conditions fuel to burn more
completely and the use of a biodiesel blend dilutes the amount of pure diesel fuel being
combusted, which together yield fewer emissions.

It has been brought to the Department’s attention that there has been some concern by potential
and existing participants in the cost-share program that either the individual or combined use of a
Rentar Fuel Catalyst or B5 in their generators will void the manufacturers’ warranties. After
researching the issue, it is been found that using a Rentar Fuel Catalyst or any biodiesel blend in
a generator will not void its manufacturer’s warranty.

While major engine manufacturers do not endorse aftermarket devices, the Rentar Fuel Catalyst
in and of itself does not jeopardize a manufacturer's engine warranty. A manufacturer’s warranty
typically covers defects caused by its own material(s) and workmanship. The use of an
aftermarket device such as the Rentar Fuel Catalyst is at the sole discretion of the end-user,
which in this case is the generator owner. An engine performance problem or failure cause by an
aftermarket device is typically not considered a warrantable type of failure. Thus, installing a
Rentar Fuel Catalyst on a generator will not automatically void its manufacturer’s warranty, but
the manufacturer’s warranty will not cover any problems which are directly caused by the use of
a Rentar Fuel Catalyst installed on a generator. However, the manufacturer of the Rentar Fuel
Catalyst, Rentar Environmental Solutions, does carry a ten year limited factory warranty against
any defects in its product, and is insured to cover any engine performance problems or failures
which the Rentar Fuel Catalyst may cause.

Similarly, most engine manufacturers do not approve or disapprove of the use of biodiesel or

biodiesel blends. While the official statements of most diesel equipment manufacturers do
indeed only recommend blends of B5 or lower, higher blends do not void the warranty. Real
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world examples with diesel fuels that would not be covered by warranty are fuel pump or
injector damage caused by water, dirt contamination, or poor lubricity, as well as clogged filters
caused by microbial contamination. Such issues are normally the responsibility of the fuel
supplier and not the engine manufacturer and therefore should be covered by the fuel supplier’s
general liability insurance unless otherwise stated. However, if an engine or vehicle that uses a
biodiesel blend experiences a failure unrelated to the biodiesel use, it must be covered by the
manufacturer’s warranty. Federal law, called the Magnuson Moss Act, prohibits the voiding of
an original equipment manufacturer’s (OEM) warranty just because an aftermarket additive — or
biodiesel — was used. The additive or biodiesel must be the cause of the failure for the issue not
to be covered by the warranty.

In summary, the use of a Rentar Fuel Catalyst or any biodiesel blend in a generator will not void
its manufacturer’s warranty. However, if an engine experiences a failure that is specifically
caused by a fuel, a fuel additive, or an aftermarket device — no matter if it is biodiesel, regular
diesel, or a Rentar Fuel Catalyst — the damage generally will not be covered by the OEM’s
equipment and workmanship warranty.

For more information, please contact Air Quality Management at (302) 739-9402, or visit the
Rentar Fuel Catalyst website at http://www.rentar.com or The National Biodiesel Board website
at http://www.biodiesel.org.
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