National Vehicle Mercury Switch Recovery Program
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1. What is the National Vehicle Mercury Switch Recovery Program (NVMSRP)? 

The National Vehicle Mercury Switch Recovery Program is an agreement between the USEPA, American Iron & Steel Institute, Automotive Recycler’s Association, and other institutions to establish a voluntary program to recover mercury switches from scrap cars and trucks before they are shredded for recycling. 

2. What is End of Life Vehicle Solutions (ELVS)? 

Under the NVMSRP, ELVS was chosen to provide education, collection, and recycling of automotive mercury switches.  
3. Why should my facility participate in this program? 
Mercury, a toxic metal, can be emitted into the air where it eventually enters rivers and lakes if these switches are not removed prior to the steel melting process.  The presence of mercury in various Delaware fish has resulted in health warnings regarding eating an excess of these types of fish. One goal of the NVMSRP is to maximize switch collection nationally.  
We urge you to join this important initiative and work cooperatively, as a lack of participation in this program may result in future legislation requiring the mandatory removal and recycling of mercury switches from vehicles in order to protect Delaware’s precious environment
4. How does the NVMSRP work?

Once you enroll in the program your facility will be sent a bucket with pre-paid postage for return. When stripping vehicles simply remove all convenience light switches, sun-visor light switches, air bag sensor modules, and crash sensor modules and place into the bucket. When the bucket is full simply follow the instructions that were sent with your bucket.  

5. How do I participate in this program?

To enroll into the NVMSRP please visit http://www.elvsolutions.org. You may also call ELVS at 877.225.ELVS or 248.788.6656. You will be shipped a bucket that with pre-paid postage as well as educational materials.

6. Are program participants still receiving incentive payments? 
Unfortunately the NVMSRP voluntary incentive fund is now depleted. All other aspects of the switch program will continue and ELVS will still accept switches at no cost to participants. 
7. Can I send in other mercury containing devices? (i.e. thermometers, hot water heater controls, whites goods switches, etc.) 
No, NVMSRP this program is only for automotive mercury switches. Other devices will not be accepted by ELVS.  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact the Solid and Hazardous Waste Management Branch at 302.739.9403.
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