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On November 17, 2006, Secretary Hughes signed the Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act Policy on Brownfield Grants (HSCA Funding Policy). This Policy authorizes the appropriation of $5,000,000.00 annually from the Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act Fund (HSCA Fund) for the purpose of reimbursing reasonable remedial costs to eligible parties and sites (§9113(c)(4)). Of this amount, no more than $1,000,000.00 may be used for Brownfield grants.


The completion of all or parts of this application is a requirement to process a request for funding from the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, Site Investigation and Restoration Branch’s (DNREC-SIRB) HSCA Fund and for Brownfield certification. Funding under the HSCA Policy on Brownfield grants shall be provided only to those parties who apply to the DNREC-SIRB.   This application does not obligate the State of Delaware or any State agency to grant any form of financial assistance.  All determinations concerning funding or certification is at the sole discretion of the Secretary, or his designee.

No more than one million dollars ($1,000,000), may be allocated to any one project and/or applicant in any single fiscal year.  For the purposes of Brownfields grant funding, no more than two hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($225,000.00) may be awarded to any single private brownfields redevelopment project for approved costs incurred for assessment, investigation, remedial activities, or Department oversight charges.  Of this amount, the first potential one hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000.00), being dollar to dollar reimbursement, and the second potential one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) being a fifty cents to the dollar reimbursement.   For the purposes of this application, reimbursable and non reimbursable expenses can be found in the State of Delaware Brownfield Grant Eligible Expenses Guidance, which is available for review at: http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/dnrec2000/Divisions/AWM/sirb/Brownfield/pdf/BFGExpenseGuidance.pdf
Funding for Brownfield grants will only be provided to applicants who are willing to enter into a written agreement pursuant to HSCA. Reimbursement for Brownfield grant funding will be provided after the incremental expenses have been incurred and the Department receives receipts thereof.

The Department will generally not provide funding that will result in having the State, including funding provided by any other State agency for the purpose of Brownfield assessment, investigation and remedial activities, provide more than 90% of the cost of remedial activities at any given site (HSCA Funding Policy Section II(6)). Additionally, for the purposes of funding under this policy, Brownfields grant funding, all land acquisition projects entailing multiple parcels, or projects that divide a single parcel into operable units (OUs) or HSCA identification numbers, are to be considered a single project, eligible for one (1) funding allocation.


For the purposes of this application, funding eligibility is distinct and separate from Brownfield certification. Brownfield certification is derived from facts relating to the site, not the applicant. Specifically, certification is based on the threshold criteria outlined in section 14.5 of the Delaware Regulations Governing Hazardous Substance Cleanup. Brownfield certification may be obtained regardless of the status of the applicant for funding purposes, or their status as a potentially responsible party (PRP). Brownfield grants, however, are based on the eligibility of the applicant. These criteria are outlined in the above referenced policy. Note: Brownfield grant funding does require that the site be certified as a Brownfield.


Due to the expenditure of public funds associated with the Brownfields Program, it is DNREC’s expectation that applicants will be proactive in communicating project details with local elected officials and organized community groups. DNREC will help the applicant develop an outreach program to gauge community support for the project. DNREC may also recommend outreach strategies to help align the project with community needs and expectations. A full menu of community outreach options is available for review at: http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/dnrec2000/Division/AWM/sirb/misc/Community%20Involvement%20Checklist%20Brownfield%20Sites.pdf


This application includes four sections.  Only those sections applicable to your specific funding request or certification need to be filled out.  Please indicate below the purpose of your application:

· Brownfields Certification - Please complete Sections A, B, and C and the Certificate of Application

· Brownfields Grant - Please complete Section A through D and the Certification of Application


Please fill in all the blanks for the applicable sections, and answer all questions, using "NONE" or "NOT APPLICABLE" when necessary.  If more space is needed to answer a specific question, attach a separate page.  Please submit this application either electronically or return the signed original, plus two copies, to Jim Poling, Brownfield Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, 391 Lukens Drive, New Castle, DE  19720.
A.
Applicant (Please show official name without abbreviations.)

This section must be filled out by all applicants seeking Brownfield certification or Brownfield grant funding.

1. Name of Applicant:
2. Name of Contact Person:



 
Telephone #:  
3. Address:

	4. City:
	State:
	Zip Code + 4:


5. Is the applicant the present owner of the site?
Yes: 

No:
If no, please indicate applicant’s relationship to the property:           
6. Present owner’s name and address if different from the applicant.  If applicant is the owner, go to Question 7.:

Name:







Telephone:
Address: 

	City:
	State:
	Zip Code + 4:


Contact Person:





Telephone:  

7. Do you represent either a county or local government?    Yes: 

 No: 

    If yes, which county or local government:

8. Do you represent a redevelopment authority?  
 Yes: 

No:
    If yes, which redevelopment authority:

9. Do you represent a 503 (c) non-profit organization?   Yes: 
No: 
    If yes, which 503© non-profit organization:

10. Do you represent a State agency?  Yes: 

 No: 

     If yes, which State agency:

11. Amount of funding applying for: 
Brownfields Grants:

12. List any and all funding received during the current fiscal year from either the Delaware       Economic Development Office (DEDO) Brownfield Matching grant or from DNREC’s Brownfield Grants:

B.
Site/Property Information
1. Site/Property Name: 

2. Site Address: 

	4. City:3.  City
	State:
	Zip Code + 4:


4. Site Tax Parcel#:

5. SIRB Facility ID# (If Applicable): 
6. Zoning Classification: 

7. Indicate approximate acreage: 

8. Census Tract: 

9. Have there been any environmental investigations taken at the site?  If so, please identify each and every type of investigation, who prepared the report and the date of the report.  (Please attach executive summaries and/or conclusions from each report as an addendum to the application):  

10. State the known release(s) of any hazardous substances not addressed in response to question 9: 

C.
Brownfield Criteria

This section is required only if seeking Brownfield certification.

1.  Is the property vacant, abandoned or under-utilized? Yes: 

No: 

    If no, property is not eligible for Brownfield certification.

If under-utilized, provide justification. (Underutilized can mean that the current use does not support the proposed redevelopment plan, and that the proposed redevelopment will result in increased jobs or benefits to the community. Add additional pages if necessary.)

2. Is the property subject to either a current or prospective development or redevelopment plan? 
Yes:
  No:

If yes, please describe the plan and the current stage of development or redevelopment.

3. Is there a justifiable reasonably held belief that the property may be contaminated?

Yes:
No: 

If no, property is not eligible for Brownfield certification.

If yes, please provide your reasoning. (Executive summaries from environmental reports may be attached as complements only.)

4. Is, or has the property ever been one of the following?       Yes:

  No:

If yes, which one? (Please designate by checking the applicable use below.)

	
	Salvage yard

	
	Permitted or non-permitted landfill

	
	Historically filled

	
	Known hazardous substance release site (site within the DNREC-SIRB database)

	
	Gas station

	
	Dry cleaner


D.
Regulatory Provisions
Information provided here is only required if requesting financial assistance. Disclosure of any prior environmental action will not be the sole determinant in a funding decision.

1. Has the applicant ever been the subject of any environmental enforcement action, whether criminal, civil, or administrative, from any State or Federal agency in the past five years? 

Yes:
 No:
If yes, please describe the situation and how the matter has been resolved.
2.   Did the applicant cause or contribute to the release(s) of hazardous substance(s) at the property? 

Yes: 
No: 

If yes, please describe cause or contribute:
3.   Is the applicant in full compliance with all other environmental requirements/permits in Delaware.

Yes: 
No: 

If yes, please explain details of non-compliance:

      If no, please provide details of any non-compliance within the past five years:

4.   Has the applicant ever been a chronic violator, as determined by 7 Del. C. § 7904?


Yes: 
No: 

If yes, please describe the situation and how the matter has/if been resolved:


5.  Is the applicant or property owner willing to enter into a HSCA approved agreement?  
Yes: 
No: 

If no, please explain reason(s) for not entering into a HSCA approved agreement:
CERTIFICATION OF APPLICATION
Eligibility for Brownfield grant funding by DNREC is determined by the information presented in this application.   The Secretary, or his designee, shall determine whether an applicant is eligible for any funding pursuant to Section V of the Delaware Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act Policy on Brownfield Grants.  Any changes in the status of the proposed project from the facts presented herein could disqualify the project.  Please contact the staff of the DNREC before taking any action that would change the status of the project as reported herein. This application is subject to terms pursuant to 7 Del. C. Chapter 91.

I, the undersigned, being duly sworn upon my oath say:

1.
The Applicant as listed in Section A is the party seeking certification and/or funding.

2.
The Applicant hereby agrees, if this application is approved, to comply with all federal, state, and local laws affecting any funding to be issued and the operation of the proposed project.  

3.
The Applicant hereby acknowledges and agrees that the DNREC reserves the right to, and may disclose any information contained, in this application and its supporting documents to the staff and attorneys of the DNREC, to any other State of Delaware agency, at any public hearing held on this application, in any published notice of such hearing, and that this application is subject to the Delaware Freedom of Information Act.

4.
The Applicant hereby certifies and affirms that all information contained herein and in the Addendums and Attachments attached hereto is true and complete to the best of its knowledge and belief.

5.
I understand that if such information is willfully false, I am subject to criminal prosecution and that the DNREC, at its option, may terminate its financial assistance.

SIGNATURE: _____________________________
NAME (PRINT):___________________________

TITLE: ___________________________________

DATE: ______________________
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