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PROPOSED PLAN 
Questions & Answers 

 
Hamilton Park Site (OU-2) 

  
 
What is the Hamilton Park Site (OU-2)?   
The Hamilton Park Site (the Site) is a residential neighborhood located off of New 
Castle Avenue (Route 9) in New Castle, Delaware.  The individual properties are 
owned by private residents.  The Site is depicted on Figure 1. 
 
The Hamilton Park Site has been divided into multiple operable units.  OU-1 is 
defined as the seven (7) properties on which a surface soil cap was installed in 
2009. OU-2 refers to the soils beneath the eight (8) properties on Pyles Lane that 
are immediately adjacent to the “0 Miller Road” Site. OU-3 will be the 
groundwater flowing beneath the entire neighborhood. Subsequent operable units 
will include the soils beneath the remainder of the neighborhood.  This Proposed 
Plan of Remedial Action applies only to OU-2 or the eight (8) properties listed 
below.   
 
Tax Parcel Numbers: 10-006.10.027, 10-006.10.026, 10-006.10.025, 10-006.10.024,                 
10-006.10.023, 10-006.10.022, 10-006.10.021, 10-006.10.020 
Addresses:   43, 47, 49, 53, 55, 57, 59, and 63 Pyles Lane; New Castle 
Area:  0.27 acres, 0.26 acres, 0.25 acres, 0.25 acres, 0.23 acres, 0.20 acres, 0.36 acres, and 0.31 acres 
Nearest major intersections: New Castle Avenue (Route 9) and Pyles Lane 
Surrounding Property: Commercial and industrial businesses are located to the south of Pyles 
Lane and residences are adjacent to the north of the homes on Pyles Lane 
Zoning:  Residential 
Site Utilities: Water and sewer service provided by the City of Wilmington.  Electricity is 
provided by Delmarva Power. 
Surface water: The Delaware River is located approximately 1.5 miles east of the Site. 
Topography:  The properties are all virtually flat. 
 
What happened at the Hamilton Park Site (OU-2)?   
The DNREC initially investigated the Hamilton Park Site in 2003, as part of the 
“Tanneries Initiative”.  However, further research using historical maps later 
indicated that no tannery was ever present within in the neighborhood.  The soil 
samples collected during the initial environmental investigation did reveal elevated 
concentrations of metals in the soil on some properties in the neighborhood. A 
review of historical records, along with soil boring logs documented during 
multiple investigations, indicate the source of contamination in the Hamilton Park 
neighborhood is most likely from contaminated historic fill.   
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What are the long-term plans for the Site after the cleanup?    
There is no anticipated change in the use of the properties within the Hamilton 
Park neighborhood.  The properties are currently used for residential purposes and 
will remain residences for the foreseeable future.   
 

DNREC will issue a Certification of Completion of Remedy for the Hamilton Park Site (OU-2) 
following the completion of the aforementioned remedial action. 

 
How can I find additional information or comment on the Proposed Plan? 
 

The complete file on the Site is available at the DNREC office, 391 Lukens Drive in 
New Castle.  Most documents, including the Remedial Investigation report, are also 
found on:  
 

http://www.nav.dnrec.delaware.gov/DEN3/ 
 
The 20-day public comment period begins on August 17, 2011 and ends at close of 
business (4:30 pm) on September 6, 2011.  Please send written comments to the 
DNREC office or call Lindsay Hall, Project Manager, at: 302-395-2600. 
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Glossary of Terms Used in this Proposed Plan 
 
 
  
Contaminant of Concern (COC) These are potentially harmful substances at concentrations 

above acceptable levels (e.g. metals and PAH). 
Certificate of Completion of Remedy 
(COCR) 

A formal determination by the Secretary of DNREC that 
remedial activities, as required by the site-specific Final 
Plan of Remedial Action, have been completed. 

Exposure Contact with a substance through inhalation, ingestion, or 
direct contact with the skin.  Exposure may be short term 
(acute) or long term (chronic). 

Final Plan of Remedial Action DNREC’s adopted plan for cleaning up a hazardous site. 
Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act 
(HSCA) 

Delaware Code Title 7, Chapter 91.  The law that enables 
DNREC to identify parties responsible for hazardous 
substances releases and requires cleanup with oversight of 
the Department. 

Proposed Plan of Remedial Action DNREC’s initial plan for cleaning up a hazardous site, 
which is subject to public comment before being adopted as 
final. 

Risk Likelihood or probability of injury, disease, or death. 
Uniform Risk-Based Standards (URS) A set of concentration criteria for various contaminants 

potentially present in site media that are developed for 
protection of human health and the environment  
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What is a Proposed Plan? 
 
A Proposed Plan of Remedial Action (Proposed Plan) is a summary of how DNREC plans to 
clean up a contaminated site.  A Final Plan of Remedial Action (Final Plan) is the adoption of the 
Proposed Plan, after all comments made by the public within the comment period of twenty days 
have been considered and addressed by DNREC.  
 
The Delaware State Legislature passed the Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act (HSCA) in 1990.  
The Legislature made sure that members of the public would be informed about environmental 
problems in their own neighborhoods and have a chance to express their opinion concerning the 
cleanup of those environmental problems before DNREC takes action.    
 
After DNREC studies a site, it summarizes the problems there and proposes one or more possible 
solutions in a Proposed Plan. The Proposed Plan contains enough information to allow lay 
persons to understand the site.  More detailed information can be found in the reports and 
documents approved by DNREC. All of the documents and reports created by DNREC or 
consultants during the course of the investigation of the site are available to the public at the 
offices of DNREC-SIRB or at DNREC’s website: 
 

http://www.nav.dnrec.delaware.gov/DEN3/ 

 
DNREC issues the Proposed Plan by advertising it in at least one newspaper in the county where 
the site is located.  The legal notices for the Proposed Plans and the Final Plans usually run on 
Wednesdays or Sundays in the legal classified section of the News Journal and/or the Delaware 
State News.  The public comment period begins on the day (Wednesday), or the day after 
(Sunday) the newspaper publishes the legal notice for the Proposed Plan.   
 
DNREC frequently holds public meetings during the comment period.  Those meetings are 
usually held near the site in the evening.  Citizens can request a public meeting if DNREC did 
not already schedule one. 
 
Comments are collected at the public meetings, by phone or in writing.  DNREC considers all 
comments and questions from the public before the Proposed Plan is finalized and adopted as a 
Final Plan.  
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