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PROPOSED PLAN 

Questions & Answers 

 

4200 Summit Bridge Road Site 
 

 
 

 

What is the 4200 Summit Bridge Road Site?  4200 Summit Bridge Road Site is 

an active aviation airport which provides support, refueling, and maintenance for 

corporate and government aircraft. The Site is located in Middletown, Delaware 

and is owned by Summit Aviation, Inc. The airport has been in operation since the 

1950’s and will continue to do so.   

Tax Parcel Numbers: 11-058.00-09 

Address: 4200 Summit Bridge Road. Middletown, DE. 

Nearest major intersection: Summit Bridge Road and Churchtown Road 

Area:  515 acres total (site:129 acres)  

Surrounding Property: Surrounding land use is residential and agriculture fields. 

Zoning: Industrial  

Site Utilities: Onsite utilities  

Surface water: A tributary of Back Creek is 1 ½ miles west of the Site boundary. 

Topography:  Generally flat to gently rolling terrain  

Groundwater: Site is located in the Rancocas Aquifer. Shallow groundwater flow is generally to 

the North, North-west. 

 

What happened at the 4200 Summit Bridge Road Site?  Paint stripping and 

other general maintenance of aircraft occurred onsite. In addition, above ground 

storage tanks (ASTs) and underground storage tanks (USTs) have been located on 

the paved area of the Site. The underground tanks were removed in 2008. Some 

aboveground tanks remain on the Site and are in use. Contaminants detected in the 

soil and groundwater appears to be related to past Site operations. 

 

What is the environmental problem at the 4200 Summit Bridge Road Site?  
The environmental problem at 4200 Summit Bridge Road was groundwater 

impacted by petroleum in the area of the USTs.  

  
 

The Former Aviation Fuel UST area had three 4,000 gallon fuel tanks in the asphalt paved area. 

These tanks were closed in place in 1984 and later removed in 2008. Post-excavation soil 

samples were analyzed and no constituents were detected in the soil, however, two monitoring 

wells in this area were found to have Benzene and Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon-Gasoline 

Range Organics (TPH-GRO) in levels exceeding DNREC’s standard for groundwater. 
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What does the owner want to do at the 4200 Summit Bridge Road Site?  

The owner of the Site would like to keep the Site as a private airport.  

 
The main operation at the Site will remain as a private airport. A cold storage building and 

additional office buildings have been built on the paved area.   

 

What clean-up actions have been taken at the 4200 Summit Bridge Road Site? 

Underground tanks were removed, and associated impacted soil was excavated and 

taken off-site for disposal.  

 
What additional clean-up actions are needed at the 4200 Summit Bridge Road 
Site?  DNREC will require monitoring of groundwater to determine if the 

concentrations of benzene are stabilizing or if further action will be required.     

 
The following cleanup actions are proposed for the Site: 
 

 A Groundwater Monitoring Plan including groundwater monitoring requirements will be 

developed by ENVIRON and approved by DNREC to monitor benzene in the area of the 

Former Aviation fuel tanks to determine if the concentrations of benzene are stabilizing.    

 

What are the long term plans for the Site after the cleanup?  
Aviation operations will continue at the Site. Groundwater monitoring will 

continue in accordance with the DNREC approved Groundwater Monitoring Plan.    

 
DNREC plans to issue a Certificate of Completion of Remedy for the Site.  

 

How can I find additional information or comment on the Proposed Plan? 

 
The complete file on the Site including the Remedial Investigation Report is available at the 

DNREC office, 391 Lukens Drive in New Castle.  Most documents are also found on:  

 

http://www.nav.dnrec.delaware.gov/DEN3/ 

 

The 20-day public comment period begins on March 4, 2012 and ends at close of business (4:30 

pm) on March 23, 2012. Please send written comments to the DNREC office (391 Lukens Drive, 

New Castle 19720) to Krystal A. Stanley, Project Manager or Robert Newsome, Public 

Information Officer. 
KAS:tlw; KAS12001.doc; DE 1478 II B 8 

 

Figure 1: Location Map 

Figure 2: Site Sampling Map 

 

http://www.nav.dnrec.delaware.gov/DEN3/
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Glossary of Terms  

Used in this Proposed Plan 

 

 
Brownfield Property that is vacant or underutilized because of the 

perception or presence of an environmental problem. 

Certified Brownfield A brownfield that DNREC has determined is eligible for 

partial funding through the Delaware Brownfields Program. 

Contaminant of Concern (COC) These are potentially harmful substances at concentrations 

above acceptable levels (eg metals and PAH). 

Certificate of Completion of Remedy 

(COCR) 

A formal determination by the Secretary of DNREC that 

remedial activities required by the Final Plan of Remedial 

Action have been completed. 

*Exposure Contact with a substance through inhalation, ingestion, or 

direct contact with the skin.  Exposure may be short term 

(acute) or long term (chronic). 

Final Plan of Remedial Action DNREC’s proposal for cleaning up a hazardous site after it 

has been reviewed by the public and finalized. 

Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act 

(HSCA) 

Delaware Code Title 7, Chapter 91.  The law that enables 

DNREC to identify parties responsible for hazardous 

substances releases and requires cleanup with oversight of 

the Department. 

Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA) An assessment done to characterize the potential human 

health risk associated with exposure* to site related 

chemicals. 

Proposed Plan of Remedial Action A plan for cleaning up a hazardous site submitted by 

DNREC and subject to public comments. 

Risk Likelihood or probability of injury, disease, or death. 
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What is a Proposed Plan? 

 
A Proposed Plan of Remedial Action (Proposed Plan) is a summary of how DNREC plans to 

clean up a contaminated site.  A Final Plan of Remedial Action (Final Plan) is the adoption of the 

Proposed Plan, after all comments made by the public within the comment period of twenty days 

have been considered and addressed by DNREC.  

 

The Delaware State Legislature passed the Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act (HSCA) in 1990.  

The Legislature made sure that members of the public would be informed about environmental 

problems in their own neighborhoods and have a chance to express their opinion concerning the 

cleanup of those environmental problems before DNREC takes action.    

 

After DNREC studies a site, it summarizes the problems there and proposes one or more possible 

solutions in a Proposed Plan. The Proposed Plan contains enough information to allow lay 

persons to understand the site.  More detailed information can be found in the reports and 

documents approved by DNREC. All of the documents and reports created by DNREC or 

consultants during the course of the investigation of the site are available to the public at the 

offices of DNREC-SIRB or at DNREC’s website: 

 

http://www.nav.dnrec.delaware.gov/DEN3/ 

 

DNREC issues the Proposed Plan by advertising it in at least one newspaper in the county where 

the site is located.  The legal notices for the Proposed Plans and the Final Plans usually run on 

Wednesdays or Sundays in the legal classified section of the News Journal and/or the Delaware 

State News.  The public comment period begins on the day (Wednesday), or the day after 

(Sunday) the newspaper publishes the legal notice for the Proposed Plan.   

 

DNREC frequently holds public meetings during the comment period.  Those meetings are 

usually held near the site in the evening.  Citizens can request a public meeting if DNREC did 

not already schedule one. 

 

Comments are collected at the public meetings, by phone or in writing.  DNREC considers all 

comments and questions from the public before the Proposed Plan is finalized and adopted as a 

Final Plan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nav.dnrec.delaware.gov/DEN3/
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