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PROPOSED PLAN 
Questions & Answers 
 
 

 

 
Lewes Coal Gas Site 

 

 
What is the Proposed Plan of Remedial Action?  
 
The Proposed Plan of Remedial Action (Proposed Plan) summarizes the clean-up (remedial) 
actions that are being proposed to address contamination found at the Site for public comment.    
A legal notice is published in the newspaper for a 20-day comment period. DNREC considers 
and addresses all public comments received and publishes a Final Plan of Remedial Action 
(Final Plan) for the Site.  This amendment to the original Final Plan of Remedial Action is 
subject to the same public notification requirements as the original Proposed Plan.  
 
The Final Plan of Remedial Action, Lewes Coal Gas Site, 1998, Nicholas A. DiPasquale, 
Director of DNREC Division of Air and Waste Management is attached. 
 
Why is the Final Plan being amended? 
 
The original 1998 Final Plan for the property anticipated that the Site would be maintained as a 
vacant lot.   
 
This Proposed Amended Final Plan is a response to the desire of a future property owner to 
develop the presently unused portion of the Site.   
 
Furthermore, the existing Site consists of two tax parcels.  Tax parcel number 3-35-8.15-048.01 
(hereinafter referred to as “TP 48.01”) is vacant and is the subject of this Amended Proposed Plan.  The 
neighboring parcel number 3-35-8.15-047.00 (hereinafter referred to as TP 47.00), which was 
part of the Site in 1998, received a Certificate of Completion of Remedy (COCR) based on 
continuation of the then current residential land use and condition.  It is not affected by this 
proposed amendment. 
 
What is the Lewes Coal Gas Site?   
 
The Lewes Coal Gas Site is located in Lewes along Kings Highway in eastern Sussex County.  
TP 48.01 is approximately 1.04 acres in area.  The entire parcel is presently paved with the 
exception of a landscaped area along the western property boundary and is occasionally used for 
parking.  The property abuts the railroad track and was once the location of the ticket office for 
the Queen Ann Railroad, a tourist attraction.  The railroad is no longer in service and is being re-
developed as a “rails to trails” project. The surrounding properties are used for professional 
offices and single family residences.  The property is served by public utilities. 
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What happened at the Lewes Coal Gas Site?   
 
TP 48.01 has been contaminated by releases from historical industrial activities on surrounding 
properties.   
 
A coal gasification plant operated on the adjacent TP 47.00 from approximately 1924 to 1932.  
Coal may have been stored on TP 48.01.  In 1995, the US Environmental Protection Agency 
performed an emergency removal which resulted in the excavation and off-site disposal of a 
large quantity of coal tar-contaminated soil.   
 
 An 8,000 gallon underground fuel oil storage tank, located on a parcel north of TP 48.01, 
reportedly overflowed in the late 1980s, releasing product to the surface and subsurface of the 
area.  The tank was removed in 1989 under the State of Delaware Underground Storage Tank 
program.    
 
Investigation of the events described above resulted in the discovery of a small fuel oil tank on 
TP 48.01 which was also removed. 
 
What is the environmental problem at the Lewes Coal Gas Site?   
 
A limited area of contaminated soil and groundwater remains under the paved cap in the 
northwest corner of the parcel.  The contaminants—benzo (a) pyrene, naphthalene and benzene--
are related to both petroleum products and coal tar. 
 
What does the owner want to do at the Lewes Coal Gas Site?  
 
The owner intends to sell the property to a prospective developer to construct a bakery/restaurant 
facility at the Site. The building will include apartments on the second story. 
 
What additional clean-up actions are needed at the Lewes Coal Gas Site?    
 
This Amended Proposed Plan requires the following: 
 

1. Treat and/or remove the non-aqueous phase fuel oil from the groundwater; 

2. Place a Groundwater Management Zone at the site; 

3. Keep the soil covered whether by concrete, asphalt, or turf to reduce potential contact and 
erosion after site development; 

4. Prepare a contaminated materials management plan to identify and properly dispose of 
any hazardous materials if encountered during construction.   The plan will be subject to 
DNREC approval. 
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What are the long term plans for the Site after cleanup? 
 
The Site will be developed for commercial purposes.     
 
How can I find additional information or comment on the Proposed Plan? 
 
The complete file on the Site including the original Final Plan of Remedial Action and the 
various reports are available at the DNREC office, 89 Kings Highways, Dover, DE 19901.  Most 
documents are also found on:   

http://www.nav.dnrec.delaware.gov/DEN3/ 
 
The 20-day public comment period begins on September 26, 2016 and ends at close of business 
(4:30 pm) on October 17, 2016.  Please send written comments to the DNREC office at 391 
Lukens Drive, New Castle, DE 19720 to Stephen Johnson, Project Manager. 
 

Figure 1: Site Location Map 
 Figure 2: Site Layout and Surrounding Land Uses 
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Figure 1: Site Location Map 
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Figure 2: TP 48.01 and Surrounding Land Uses 
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Glossary of Terms Used in this Proposed Plan 
 

Certification of Completion of Remedy 
(COCR) 

A formal determination by the Secretary of DNREC that 
remedial activities required by the Final Plan of Remedial 
Action have been completed. 

Final Plan of Remedial Action (Final 
Plan) 

DNREC’s adopted plan for cleaning up a hazardous site. 

Groundwater Management Zone 
(GMZ) 

A geographical area where DNREC restricts drilling 
for ground water because it is contaminated  

Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act 
(HSCA) 

Delaware Code Title 7, Chapter 91.  The law that enables 
DNREC to identify parties responsible for hazardous 
substances releases and requires cleanup with oversight of 
the Department. 
 

Long-Term Stewardship (LTS) Plan A plan to periodically check the status of a remedy to 
make sure that it remains in place and effective. 
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