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BROWNFIELDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Laboratory Validation Issue Sub-Committee
Summary and Background
The current status of the need to complete Data Validation on Brownfields projects is as follows.  The Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act (HSCA) regulations make no specific mention of the requirement for data validation.  The HSCA Guidance Manual states (Section 4.2.3.4) that data validation should follow the requirements of DNREC’s Standard Operating Procedures For Analytical Programs under the Hazardous Substance Cleanup Act (SOPCAP).  The SOPCAP makes references to data validation procedures as prescribed by USEPA’s Contract Laboratory Program National Functional Guidelines for Organic Data Review (EPA540/R-94/012, February 1994).  However, Section 9.2 (Data Validation) of the October 2004 edition of the SOPCAP Guidance does not have a discussion of the data validation requirements under the SOPCAP.  
DNREC currently maintains a laboratory certification program pursuant to the SOPCAP.  DNREC certifies laboratories to ensure that a minimal level of performance in completing analyses for HSCA projects.  DNREC performs initial inspections of all laboratories prior to certification and completes follow up inspections every two years.  In addition, DNREC submits performance evaluation (PE) samples to the laboratories on a random basis to ensure acceptable laboratory performance.  Currently, 9 laboratories maintain DNREC certification.
Proposed Procedure
It is proposed that no data validation will be required on Brownfields projects performed under DNREC oversight pursuant to a Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) agreement as long as all data is analyzed by a DNREC approved laboratory.  The data reported by the laboratory will be deemed valid as reported and DNREC will retain responsibility for ensuring the laboratory performs work consistent with the SOPCAP.
Notwithstanding the above, the respondent, through their consultant, will still be responsible for the overall assessment and scrutiny of the data, including;

· Tentatively Identified Compounds (TICs) must be discussed and assessed as part of the evaluation of the site data.  Reporting TICs as “unknown”, without further discussion as to the substances present, will not be acceptable.

· Comparisons between field screening data (i.e., DNREC’s screening data) and the laboratory data should be completed, especially when the laboratory data and field screening results do not agree.

· The results and significance of QA/QC samples collected in the field during sampling (rinsate blanks, duplicates, etc.), which are not necessarily considered by the laboratory in their assessment of the data, must be discussed.

· Only the EDD package will be delivered to DNREC.  The laboratory is required to maintain all records for 10 years.

Amendment to Guidance

As required by the HSCA Guidance document, the SOPCAP guidance will be amended (Section 9.2) with specific language to address the above conclusions.  Since this does not require a change in the regulations, this can be accomplished by DNREC without new legislation.
