OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

STATEMENT
IN OBSERVANCE OF
NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY

Whereas, this is the 75" anniversary of federal Aid in Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration, and National Hunting and Fishing Day was established in 1972 to recognize
the contributions of anglers and hunters to conservation; and

Whereas, anglers and hunters were among the first conservationists who supported
the establishment of agencies to conserve fish, wildlife, and their habitats; and

Whereas, it is the mission of the Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife to conserve
and restore native fish and wildlife populations and their habitats; and

Whereas, recognizing that state license fees alone were insufficient to restore and
sustain healthy fish and wildlife populations, anglers and hunters supported excise taxes
on fishing, hunting, and boating equipment to raise additional funds to support fish,
wildlife, and habitat conservation and restoration; and

Whereas, this user pay-public benefit system, the Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration Program, which benefits all Delawareans, began 75 years ago with the initial
passage of the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act in 1937; and

Whereas, anglers and hunters supported and will continue to support Delaware’s
fish and wildlife resources and the state's economy through the purchase of fishing and
hunting licenses, duck, and trout stamps, outdoor equipment, lodging, food, and accessories

Whereas, National Hunting and Fishing Day celebrates outdoor activities and the
conservation of our fish and wildlife resources.

Now, Therefore, We, Jack A. Markell, Governor,
and Matt Denn, Lieutenant Governor,
do hereby declare September 22md, 2012

NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY

in the State of Delaware, and recognize the role of anglers, hunters, boaters, and other
conservationists in supporting the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Programs through
their contributions to the American System of Conservation Funding in this 75%
anniversary year.

Jack A. Markell .
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Matthew Denn
Lieutenant Governor
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