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Abbotts Pond 
16.9 acres 

Milford, DE 
Fish community 
 Abbotts Pond was created in the 1790s when the tributary to Johnson’s Branch was dammed for 
a grist mill.  Many of Delaware’s public ponds were formed for a similar purpose. The Division of Fish 
and Wildlife assessed the fish community in 2015 via electrofishing, but the water level was down and 
more than half of the pond was too shallow to access. Coupled with the excessive growth of hydrilla, it 
was difficult to adequately sample the fish community.  Some successful spawning did occur despite the 
water level fluctuation.  Young of the year Largemouth Bass and Bluegill were observed during 
electrofish sampling and also during supplemental seine surveys.  The high proportion of large fish was 
evident among the Largemouth Bass, Bluegill and Black Crappie populations although the sample size 
was quite small.  Average relative weights (measure of condition or ‘plumpness’) were good for all three 
species as well. A favorite bass hangout is in the lower half of the pond adjacent to the steep-sloped 
banks, especially along the edge of the road. Large Black Crappie tend to hang out in woody debris 
found near the dam and the sandy bottom along the western shore is a popular nesting area for larger 
Bluegill. Other species observed during sampling in 2015 included: Pumpkinseed, Chain Pickerel, 
American Eel and Creek Chubsucker.  This is also one of the few ponds where both Yellow Bullhead 
(white ‘whiskers’ or barbels) and Brown Bullhead (black ‘whiskers’) are present. Pumpkinseed x Bluegill 
hybrids were also noted. It is common for species in the Lepomis family to hybridize and the offspring 
have traits of both species. Golden Shiner were documented in 2009 but were not observed in 2015.  
Given the difficult sampling conditions, this does not necessarily mean that this species no longer 
persists. Yellow perch were documented historically but had not been observed in over 20 years of 
sampling until 2014 when an angler reported catching a citation sized (>1 lb) fish.   
 
Vegetation  
 The pond is relatively shallow which benefits a variety 
of aquatic vegetation, most notably Hydrilla, a rooted 
submersed plant that can become invasive. Hydrilla colonized 
the lower portion of the pond during the late 1990s and by 
2003 had spread throughout most of the pond. In 2015 it 
covered nearly 90% of the pond with the top of the plant just 
a few inches below the surface.  Largemouth Bass, some 
sizeable, were observed cruising along the top of the hydrilla 
as numerous Bluegill were seeking shelter below. The plant 
can become so dense that it can impede angling and boating, 
but high plant densities can also adversely impact the fish community by making it difficult for 
predators, such as bass, to catch prey which are seeking shelter in the vegetation. The prey in turn can 
become overabundant which impacts growth and condition. The Division of Fish and Wildlife controls 
the hydrilla with herbicides which may reduce its abundance for a year or two but it quickly recolonizes.  
Because some level of vegetation is beneficial (the Division strives for about 40% coverage) herbicide 
treatments are applied to control, not completely eliminate, hydrilla. Spatterdock is also abundant 
throughout the upper end of the pond and in the tributaries. Some recolonization by native plants such 
as bladderwort has been observed in the past, but it is usually outcompeted by the hydrilla.  
 
Special Conditions 
 Most of the land surrounding the pond is either owned and managed by the Division of Fish and 
Wildlife or the Delaware Nature Society.  The nearby Abbotts Mill Nature Center provides outreach and 
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education to public groups including canoeing, fishing and other environmental based programs.  Tours 
of the historic mill are offered periodically as well. For additional information, go to: 
http://www.delawarenaturesociety.org/AbbottsMillNatureCenter or contact the nature center at (302) 
422-0847.  
 
Access 
 This pond is suited to small boats, canoes or kayaks because at least a third of the pond is 
shallow and can be difficult to navigate with a larger boat. There is adequate parking for a few boat 
trailers, and a picnic table is adjacent to the boat ramp.  There is shore access from the boat ramp along 
Abbots Pond Road to the dam and also along the eastern side of the pond.  
 

        
 

 
 
 
 
  (See Pond Map on next page)

The boat ramp is located off of Abbotts Pond Road just 
south of Abbotts Mill Nature Center. 

Help us stop the spread of invasive species  
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