Wagamons Pond
41.0 acres
Milton, DE

Fish community

The Division of Fish and Wildlife conducted an assessment of
the fish population via electrofishing during the spring of 2015. The
pond has a balanced fish population which has not changed greatly
since the last survey conducted in 2010. There is a ‘drop off’ just
offshore along the road and along the northern shoreline which tends
to hold fish, especially Largemouth Bass. Bass are moderately
abundant with a high proportion of fish >12” and a good proportion of
fish >15”. It is not uncommon for anglers to report citation sized bass
(=25 lbs or 220 inches) to the Delaware Sportfishing Tournament
Program (http://de.gov/livereleaseprogram). Overall, relative weight
(measure of condition or ‘plumpness’) of the bass population is good
but the larger fish tend to have lower weight values. Schools of bass
fry were observed in 2015 indicating a good reproductive year for bass. Bluegill fry were also observed
and the population is represented by a variety of size groups with a higher than average proportion of
fish >8”. Relative weights are very good for Bluegill. Few Black Crappie were observed during sampling
in 2015 which is consistent with findings from sampling conducted in 2010. Redear Sunfish also occur in
low numbers but occasionally a citation sized fish (21lb or 210”) is encountered. Other panfish species
that occur in the pond include: White Perch and Yellow Perch. Although not very abundant, citation
sized Yellow Perch have been periodically caught by anglers. Wagamons is one of the few state ponds in
Delaware that has both Yellow Bullhead (white barbels or ‘whiskers’) and Brown Bullhead (black/brown
barbels or ‘whiskers’) catfish. Other species that occur in the pond include Chain Pickerel, American Eel,
Common Carp, Golden Shiner, and Creek Chubsucker. Surprisingly, no anadromous fish species
(specifically Alewife, Blueback Herring, American Shad) were observed during sampling despite the fact
that the fish ladder at Wagamons Pond passes a higher number of these species than the other ponds
that have ladders.

Vegetation

Hydrilla, an invasive submersed aquatic plant, has dominated the vegetation community of the
pond for the past decade. The coverage of hydrilla by late summer can interfere with boating and fishing
especially in the upstream areas of the pond. Excessive aquatic vegetation can adversely impact the fish
community by making it more difficult and energy costly for predators, such as bass, to catch prey
seeking shelter in the vegetation. The prey in turn can become overabundant which impacts their
growth and condition. Because some vegetation is beneficial (the Division strives for about 40%
coverage), herbicide treatments and removal with a mechanical harvester has been conducted over the
years to control, but not eliminate, the hydrilla. Other species of aquatic plants (coontail, bladderwort,
pennywort) were also documented in 2015, but were not as abundant as hydrilla. Floating mats of
filamentous (strandlike) algae has been documented in recent years and has required herbicide
treatments to control.

Special Conditions

A fish ladder to facilitate upstream passage of anadromous fish species (Alewife, Blueback
Herring, and American Shad) was installed on the dam in the 1990s. It is unlawful for any person to fish
within ten feet of the entrance or exit of a fish ladder or remove fish from any ladder between March 15
and May 30. This ladder has passed more anadromous fish species than any other in the state.
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The pond level was drawn down in the past for dam reconstruction exposing numerous stumps
and logs in the lower third of the pond. These should pose no navigational hazard to boats during
periods of normal water levels and they provide excellent deep-water structure for structurally oriented
fish such as Largemouth Bass, Black Crappie and Yellow Perch. Angling the open water in the old creek

bed is often very productive due to these stumps.

Access

There is some shoreline access on both sides of the ramp, although most of the pond is
bordered by private land. There is a boat ramp with a small parking area that can accommodate 3- 4

vehicles.

The boat ramp and parking area at Wagamons Pond is
located off of Mulberry Street in the town of Milton

STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!

Prevent the transport of nuisance species.

Clean all recreational equipment.
www.ProtectYourWaters.net

When you leave a body of water:

* Remove any visible mud, plants, fish or animals before transporting equipment.

* Eliminate water from equipment before transporting.

* Clean and dry anything that comes into contact with water (boats, trailers,
equipment, clothing, dogs, etc.).

* Never release plants, fish or animals into a body of water unless they came out
of that body of water.

Help us stop the spread of invasive species

(See Pond Map on next page)
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