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Dear Inland Bays shellfish aquaculture lottery participants: 

This letter is to remind Inland Bays shellfish aquaculture lottery participants of the application deadline 

for the Delaware Inland Bays Shellfish Aquaculture Program.  You are receiving this letter because you 

participated in the opening lease lottery held May 2, 2017, and subsequently selected acreage, but have 

not yet submitted a completed shellfish aquaculture lease application.  As stated in the original rules for 

the opening lease lottery, “If the lottery participant fails to submit a completed and accepted lease 

application to the Department within one year from the date of the initial lottery, those acres will be made 

available for leasing in a first-come, first serve manner, as specified in 7 Del.C. §2006.”   

You will need to submit a completed lease application, and have that application be accepted as complete 

by the Delaware Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish & Wildlife before May 2, 2018 if 

you are to receive a shellfish aquaculture lease on the acreage that was selected through the opening 

lottery.  Shellfish aquaculture lease applications may be found on the Division’s shellfish aquaculture 

webpage: dnrec.delaware.gov/fw/fisheries/pages/shellfishaquaculture.aspx, or may be obtained by 

contacting the Division of Fish & Wildlife at (302)735-2960.  A complete application includes the 

application form, $300 application fee, required attached schematics, attached Operations Plan and 

Business Plan.  Insurance and performance bond are not required for an application to be judged 

complete, but proof of such will need to be supplied before a lease will be executed.  Please contact the 

Division of Fish &Wildlife with any questions.   

If a completed application has not been accepted by the Department by 4:30pm ET May 2, 2018, then the 

acreage selected during the lottery process will no longer be held as “pending” lease application for the 

lottery participant, and will be made available for other applicants.  However, if you do not have a 

submitted and accepted complete application for the acres you selected in the lottery process by May 2, 

2018, you are free to apply for available acreage on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Sincerely, 

John H. Clark 

Fisheries Section Administrator 

Delaware Division of Fish and Wildlife 


