2011-2012 Delaware Migratory Game
Bird Season Summary
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DUCKS SEASON DAILY BAG POSSESSION
DATES LIMIT LIMIT
DUCKS (REGULAR SEASON) Oct 21 - Oct 29 6 12

Nov 21 - Nov 26
Dec 7 - Jan 28

SEPTEMBER TEAL Sep 10 - Sep 28 4 8
Limited to the designated teal zone south of the C & D Canal to Lewes, and east of Routes 13, 113/113A, and 1. Bag limit may
include any combination of blue-winged and/or green-winged teal

YOUTH WATERFOWL HUNT Oct 15 & Dec3 6 12
Youth must be age 10-15
Daily bag limits apply for ducks, mergansers, coots, moorhens, gallinules, Canada geese, snow geese, and brant.

DAILY BAG LIMITS AND POSSESSION LIMITS

The daily limit of 6 ducks (excluding mergansers and coots) may include, in any combination, up to: 4 mallards, including no
more than 2 hen mallards; 1 black duck; 2 pintail; 1 canvasback, 3 wood ducks; 2 redheads; 2 scaup, 6 teal; 6 shovelers; 6 gadwall;
6 wigeon; 6 goldeneye; 6 ring-necked ducks; 6 bufflehead; 6 ruddy ducks; 1 mottled duck; 1 fulvous whistling-duck; 4 scoters; 6
eiders; 6 long-tailed ducks. The possession limit is 2 times the daily limit. The season on harlequin ducks remains closed.

COOTS Same as Duck Season 15 30
MERGANSERS** Same as Duck Season 5 10

**Daily bag limit may include no more than 2 hooded mergansers (4 in possession)

GEESE AND BRANT

CANADA GEESE (RESIDENT) Sep 1 — Sep24 15 30
The use of unplugged shotguns and electronic calls is NOT permitted during this season.

CANADA GEESE (MIGRATORY) Nov 21 - Nov 26 2 4
Including White-fronted geese Dec15 - Jan 28

BRANT Dec 2 - Jan 28 2 4
SNOW GEESE*** Oct 1 - Jan 31 25 No Limit

Including Ross’ geese
Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge open Mon., Wed., and Fri. with permission of Refuge Manager.

SNOW GOOSE CONSERVATION ORDER Feb 1 - Apri4 no bag or possession limits

During the Conservation Order (CO) unplugged shotguns and electronic calls may be used to harvest snow geese. In addition,
shooting hours have been extended to %2 hour after sunset and daily bag & possession limits have been eliminated. Hunters who
wish to participate in the CO must register for a free, annual permit, available by visiting Hwww.dnrec.delaware.gov/delhuntH
(after Jan 1*). Participants will be required to re-visit this website after the CO has closed to report their harvest to the Division of
Fish and Wildlife.




SPECIES SEASON DATES DAILY LIMIT POSSESSION LIMIT

MOURNING DOVE Sep 1 - Oct 1 15 30
Oct 15 - Oct 29
Dec22 - Jan 14
During the month of September, all hunters must use non-toxic shot when dove hunting on State Wildlife Areas

KING & CLAPPER RAILS Sep 2 - Nov10 10* 20
*singly or in combination of the two species

SORA & VIRGINIA RAILS Sep 2 - Nov10 25* 25
*singly or in combination of the two species

WOODCOCK Nov 21 - Dec 10 3 6
Dec 14 - Jan 7

COMMON SNIPE Nov. 21 - Dec 10 8 16
Dec 14 - Jan 7

MOORHENS & GALLINULES Sep 2 - Nov10 15 30
CROWS Jun23 - Mar 31* No Limit No Limit
*Thurs., Fri., & Sat. only

SEADUCKS Sep 27 - Jan 28* T7** 14**

Scoters, Eiders, and Long-tailed ducks

*Season dates apply to Special Sea Duck Area where ducks may be taken not less than 800 yards (1/2) mile seaward from the Delaware Bay shore or the Atlantic
Ocean shore beginning at an east-west line between Port Mahon and the Elbow Cross Navigation Light, south to the Delaware-Maryland line. The shooting of
crippled sea ducks from a motorboat under power will be permitted in the designated sea duck hunting area. Sea ducks may only be harvested outside of
the Area during the regular duck season.

**Daily bag limit for Scoters is 4 birds/day (8 in possession). Bag limit and possession limit may be in addition to regular duck bag limit for sea ducks harvested
within the Special Sea Duck Area. Sea ducks harvested outside this Area count towards the regular 6 duck daily bag limit

LEGAL SHOOTING HOURS ARE Y2 HOUR BEFORE SUNRISE TO SUNSET
2011-2012 SUNRISE/SUNSET TABLE Add one hour for Daylight Savings Time if and when in use

SEP. OCT. NOV. DEC. JAN FEB. MAR.

Day Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set
AM. P.M. AM. P.M. AM. P.M. AM. P.M. AM. P.M. AM. P.M. A.M. P.M.

1 531 633 558 545 629 501 702 440 721 450 709 523 635 554
2 531 632 559 544 631 500 703 440 722 451 708 524 634 555
3 532 630 600 542 632 459 704 439 722 452 707 525 632 557
4 533 628 601 540 633 458 705 439 722 452 706 526 631 558
5 534 627 602 539 634 457 706 439 722 453 705 527 629 559
6 535 625 603 537 635 456 707 439 722 454 704 529 628 600
7 536 624 604 536 636 455 708 439 722 455 703 530 626 601
8 537 622 605 534 637 454 709 439 722 456 702 531 625 602
9 538 621 606 533 638 453 709 439 721 457 701 532 623 603
10 539 619 607 531 639 452 710 439 721 458 700 533 622 604
11 540 617 607 530 641 451 711 439 721 459 659 534 620 605
12 540 616 608 528 642 450 712 440 721 500 658 536 619 606
13 541 614 609 527 643 450 713 440 721 501 657 537 617 607
14 542 613 610 525 644 449 713 440 720 502 655 538 616 608
15 543 611 611 524 645 448 714 440 720 503 654 539 614 609
16 544 609 612 522 646 447 715 441 720 504 653 540 612 610
17 545 608 614 521 647 446 715 441 719 505 652 541 611 611
18 546 606 615 519 648 446 716 441 719 507 650 542 609 612
19 547 604 616 518 650 445 717 442 718 508 649 543 608 613
20 548 603 617 517 651 444 717 442 718 509 648 545 606 614
21 549 601 618 515 652 444 718 443 717 510 646 546 604 615
22 550 600 619 514 653 443 718 443 717 511 645 547 603 616
23 550 558 620 513 654 443 719 444 716 512 644 548 601 617
24 551 556 621 511 655 442 719 444 716 513 642 549 600 618
25 552 555 622 510 656 442 720 445 715 515 641 550 558 619
26 553 553 623 509 657 441 720 445 714 516 639 551 557 620
27 554 552 624 507 658 441 720 446 713 517 638 552 555 621
28 555 550 625 506 659 441 721 447 712 518 637 553 553 622
29 556 548 626 505 700 440 721 447 712 519 636 553 552 623
30 557 547 627 504 701 440 721 448 711 520 550 624
31 628 503 721 449 710 522 549 625




The following is a synopsis of Federal Regulations that pertain
to the hunting of migratory game birds. Persons requiring
more information should go to
http://www.fws.gov/hunting/whatres.html, where they will
find a complete version of 50 CFR Part 20. When State law is
different from the following Federal law the hunter must
comply with the most restrictive law.

What terms do | need to understand?

Migratory Birds are birds protected by federal law as a result of treaties signed
with other countries. Protected migratory birds are listed in Title 50 Code of
Federal Regulations, Section. 10.13. This list includes almost all birds found in
the United States with the exception of the house sparrow, feral pigeon
(commonly called rock dove), European starling, Eurasian collared-dove, mute
swan, and upland game birds (which are protected by state laws).

All migratory birds are protected. However, a subset of migratory birds
classified as migratory game birds and may be hunted in accordance with State
and Federal regulations. The list of migratory game birds includes species of
ducks, geese (including brant), swans, doves and pigeons, cranes, rails, coots,
gallinules and moorhens, woodcock and snipe, if there is an open season.

Daily bag limit means the maximum number of migratory game birds of a single
species or combination (aggregate) of species permitted to be taken by one
person in any one day during the open season in any one specified geographic
area for which a daily bag limit is prescribed.

Aggregate daily bag limit means the maximum number of migratory game birds
permitted to be taken by one person in any one day during the open season
when such person hunts in more than one specified geographic area and/or for
more than one species for which a combined daily bag limit is prescribed. The
aggregate daily bag limit is equal to, but shall not exceed, the largest daily bag
limit prescribed for any one species or for any one specified geographic area in
which taking occurs.

Possession limit means the maximum number of migratory game birds of a
single species or a combination of species permitted to be possessed by any one
person when lawfully taken in the United States in any one specified geographic
area for which a possession limit is prescribed.

Aggregate possession limit means the maximum number of migratory game
birds of a single species or combination of species taken in the United States
permitted to be possessed by any one person when taking and possession
occurs in more than one specified geographic area for which a possession limit
is prescribed. The aggregate possession limit is equal to, but shall not exceed,
the largest possession limit prescribed for any one of the species or specified
geographic areas in which taking and possession occurs.

Personal abode means one’s principal or ordinary home or dwelling place, as
distinguished from one’s temporary or transient place of abode or dwelling such
as a hunting club, or any club house, cabin, tent or trailer house used as a
hunting club, or any hotel, motel or rooming house used during a hunting,
pleasure or business trip.

Migratory bird preservation facility means:

(1) Any person who, at their residence or place of business and for hire or other
consideration; or

(2) Any taxidermist, cold-storage facility or locker plant which, for hire or other
consideration; or

(3) Any hunting club which, in the normal course of operations; receives,
possesses, or has in custody any migratory game birds belonging to another
person for purposes of picking, cleaning, freezing, processing, storage or
shipment.

Normal agricultural planting, harvesting, or post-harvest manipulation means
a planting or harvesting undertaken for the purpose of producing and gathering
a crop, or manipulation after such harvest and removal of grain, that is
conducted in accordance with official recommendations of State Extension
Specialists of the Cooperative Extension Service of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

Normal agricultural operation means a normal agricultural planting, harvesting,
post-harvest manipulation, or agricultural practice that is conducted in
accordance with official recommendations of State Extension Specialists of the
Cooperative Extension Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Normal soil stabilization practice means a planting for agricultural soil erosion
control or post-mining land reclamation conducted in accordance with official
recommendations of State Extension Specialists of the Cooperative Extension
Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture for agricultural soil erosion
control.

Baited area means any area on which salt, grain, or other feed has been placed,
exposed, deposited, distributed, or scattered, if that salt, grain, or other feed
could serve as a lure or attraction for migratory game birds to, on, or over areas
where hunters are attempting to take them. Any such area will remain a baited
area for ten days following the complete removal of all such salt, grain, or other
feed.

Baiting means the direct or indirect placing, exposing, depositing, distributing,
or scattering of salt, grain, or other feed that could serve as a lure or attraction
for migratory game birds to, on, or over any areas where hunters are
attempting to take them.

Manipulation means the alteration of natural vegetation or agricultural crops
by activities that include but are not limited to mowing, shredding, discing,
rolling, chopping, trampling, flattening, burning, or herbicide treatments. The
term manipulation does not include the distributing or scattering of grain, seed,
or other feed after removal from or storage on the field where grown.

Natural vegetation means any non-agricultural, native, or naturalized plant
species that grows at a site in response to planting or from existing seeds or
other propagules. The term natural vegetation does not include planted millet.
However, planted millet that grows on its own in subsequent years after the
year of planting is considered natural vegetation.

What hunting methods are illegal?
No persons shall take migratory game birds:

. With a trap, snare, net, rifle, pistol, swivel gun, shotgun larger than 10
gauge, punt gun, battery gun, machinegun, fish hook, poison, drug,
explosive, or stupefying substance;

. With a shotgun of any description capable of holding more than three
shells, unless it is plugged with a one-piece filler, incapable of removal
without disassembling the gun, so its total capacity does not exceed three
shells. This restriction does not apply during dates States haves selected
under the Conservation Order for light geese (i.e. greater and lesser snow
and Ross’s geese).

. From or by means, aid, or use of a sinkbox or any other type of low
floating device, having a depression affording the hunter a means of
concealment beneath the surface of the water;

. From or by means, aid, or use of any motor vehicle, motor-driven land
conveyance, or aircraft of any kind, except that paraplegics and persons
missing one or both legs may take from any stationary motor vehicle or
stationary motor-driven land conveyance;

. From or by means of any motorboat or other craft having a motor
attached, or any sailboat, unless the motor has been completely shut off
and/or the sails furled, and its progress there from has ceased;

. By the use or aid of live birds as decoys; although not limited to, it shall be
a violation of this paragraph for any person to take migratory waterfowl
on an area where tame or captive live ducks or geese are present unless
such birds are and have been for a period of 10 consecutive days prior to
such taking, confined within an enclosure which substantially reduces the
audibility of their calls and totally conceals such birds from the sight of
wild migratory waterfowl;

. By the use or aid of recorded or electrically amplified bird calls or sounds,
or recorded or electrically amplified imitations of bird calls or sounds. This
restriction does not apply during dates States haves selected under the
Conservation Order for light geese (i.e. greater and lesser snow and Ross’s
geese) or those selected.


http://www.fws.gov/hunting/whatres.html

. By means or aid of any motor driven land, water, or air conveyance, or any
sailboat used for the purpose of or resulting in the concentrating, driving,
rallying, or stirring up of any migratory bird;

. By the aid of baiting, or on or over any baited area, where a person knows
or reasonably should know that the area is or has been baited.

It is legal to take migratory game birds including waterfowl, coots, and cranes,
on or over the following lands or areas that are not otherwise baited areas:

. Standing crops or flooded standing crops (including aquatics); Standing,
flooded, or manipulated natural vegetation; flooded harvested croplands;
or lands or areas where seeds or grains have been scattered solely as the
result of a normal agricultural planting, harvesting, post-harvest
manipulation or normal soil stabilization practice;

. From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with natural
vegetation;

. From a blind or other place of concealment camouflaged with vegetation
from agricultural crops, as long as such camouflaging does not result in the
exposing, depositing, distributing or scattering of grain or other feed; or

. Standing or flooded standing agricultural crops where grain is
inadvertently scattered solely as a result of a hunter entering or exiting a
hunting area, placing decoys, or retrieving downed birds.

It is legal to take migratory game birds, except waterfowl, coots and cranes, on
or over lands or areas that are not otherwise baited areas, and where grain or
other feed has been distributed or scattered solely as the result of manipulation
of an agricultural crop or other feed on the land where grown, or solely as the
result of a normal agricultural operation.

Wanton waste of migratory game birds No person shall kill or cripple any
migratory game bird without making a reasonable effort to retrieve the bird,

and retain it in his actual custody, at the place where taken or between that
place and either (a) his automobile or principal means of land transportation; or
(b) his personal abode or temporary or transient place of lodging; or (c) a
migratory bird preservation facility; or (d) a post office; or (e) a common carrier
facility.

Non-toxic Shot No person may take ducks, geese (including brant), or coots
while possessing shot (either in shotshells or as loose shot for muzzleloading)
other than approved non-toxic shot. For a list of approved non-toxic shot, see
(http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/issues/nontoxic_shot/nontoxic.htm)

Opening Day of a Season No person on the opening day of the season shall
possess any freshly killed migratory game birds in excess of the daily bag limit,
or aggregate daily bag limit, whichever applies.

Field Possession Limit No person shall possess, have in custody, or transport
more than the daily bag limit or aggregate daily bag limit, whichever applies, of
migratory game birds, tagged or not tagged, at or between the place where
taken and either (a) his automobile or principal means of land transportation; or
(b) his personal abode or temporary or transient place of lodging; or (c) a
migratory bird preservation facility; or (d) a post office; or (e) a common carrier
facility.

Tagging requirement No person shall put or leave any migratory game birds at
any place (other than at his personal abode), or in the custody of another
person for picking, cleaning, processing, shipping, transportation, or storage
(including temporary storage), or for the purpose of having taxidermy services
performed, unless such birds have a tag attached, signed by the hunter, stating
his address, the total number and species of birds, and the date such birds were
killed. Migratory game birds being transported in any vehicle as the personal
baggage of the possessor shall not be considered as being in storage or
temporary storage.

Custody of birds of another No person shall receive or have in custody any
migratory game birds belonging to another person unless such birds are
properly tagged.

Termination of possession Subject to all other requirements of this part, the
possession of birds taken by any hunter shall be deemed to have ceased when
such birds have been delivered by him to another person as a gift; or have been

delivered by him to a post office, a common carrier, or a migratory bird
preservation facility and consigned for transport by the Postal Service or a
common carrier to some person other than the hunter.

Gift of migratory game birds No person may receive, possess, or give to
another, any freshly killed migratory game birds as a gift, except at the personal
abodes of the donor or donee, unless such birds have a tag attached, signed by
the hunter who took the birds, stating such hunter's address, the total number
and species of birds and the date such birds were taken.

Transportation of birds of another No person shall transport migratory game
birds belonging to another person unless such birds are properly tagged.

Species identification requirement No person shall transport within the
United States any migratory game birds, except doves and band-tailed pigeons,
unless the head or one fully feathered wing remains attached to each such bird
at all times while being transported from the place where taken until they have
arrived at the personal abode of the possessor or a migratory bird preservation
facility.

Marking package or container No person shall transport by the Postal Service
or a common carrier migratory game birds unless the package or container in
which such birds are transported has the name and address of the shipper and
the consignee and an accurate statement of the numbers of each species of
birds therein contained clearly and conspicuously marked on the outside
thereof.

Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp The law requires that each
waterfowl hunter 16 years of age and older must carry on his person a

Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp (Federal Duck Stamp) that is
validated by the hunter signing the stamp in ink across the face of the stamp.

More restrictive regulations may apply to National Wildlife Refuges opened to
public hunting. For additional information on refuge specific regulations see
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/

ADDITIONAL YOUTH WATERFOWL DAY! Recent
changes to the Federal regulations now allow states with no
Sunday hunting to have two, non-consecutive youth waterfowl
hunting days. Youth days are scheduled for Oct 15 and Dec 3.

LICENSE EXEMPT NUMBER (LEN): If you are exempt from
purchasing a hunting license in Delaware, you are required to
obtain an annual License Exempt Number (LEN) from the
Division of Fish and Wildlife, at no cost. If you do not purchase
a hunting license, a LEN number will be required to obtain a HIP
number (see below). LEN numbers may be obtained by calling
1-855-DELHUNT or visit www.dnrec.delaware.gov/delhunt

HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM (HIP): If you hunt
migratory birds (including waterfowl and doves) in Delaware
YOU MUST HAVE A HIP PERMIT. There is a new phone number
and website for obtaining a HIP number. Register by phone 1-
855-DELHUNT or www.dnrec.delaware.gov/delhunt

HUNTERS USING STATE-BUILT BLINDS ON STATE
WILDLIFE AREAS ARE REQUIRED TO PAY A ONE-
TIME, $20 ANNUAL-USE PERMIT FEE. Permits can be
purchased at license agent locations or from the Division of
Fish and Wildlife at 89 Kings Hwy, Dover, DE. PERMITS WILL
NOT BE SOLD AT LOTTERY STATIONS! THESE PERMITS ARE
NOT REQUIRED TO PARITCIPATE ON YOUTH HUNTING DAYS.
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