
Landowner Incentive Program 

Additional Funding Awarded to Delaware in New LIP Grant 

 This summer, the State of Delaware received a $527,608 grant from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to continue habitat restoration through its Landowner Incentive Program (LIP).  Out of those that 
applied, the competitive grant was only awarded to 17 State fish and wildlife agencies.  This grant allows 
Delaware LIP biologists to continue to provide technical and financial assistance to private landowners for 
the purpose of protecting, restoring and/or enhancing wildlife habitat for Species of Greatest Conservation 
Need (SGCN).  Using Delaware’s Wildlife Action Plan (WAP) as a guideline, the new grant concentrates 
restoration efforts on 5 of the Key Wildlife Habitats mentioned in the WAP.  Restoration of these 5 habitats 
are expected to benefit at least 40 SGCN, and include: Coastal Plain Upland Forest, Coastal Plain Flood-
plain and Riparian Swamps, Coastal Plain Seasonal Ponds, Piedmont Stream Valley Wetlands, and Early 
Successional Habitat.  Project funding will still be issued on a cost-share basis, with the State and/or its part-
ners contributing at least 74% while landowners provide 26% of in-kind services. 

LIP Statistics  

 Since 2003, when Delaware was first awarded funding, 121 landowners have received financial 
assistance and approximately 1,323 acres of private property have been protected, restored, and/or en-
hanced.  In addition to funding projects for qualified landowners, hundreds have received free technical as-
sistance from our private lands biologists.  With the new grant, LIP anticipates 166 acres of reforested land, 
15 acres of restored/enhanced Coastal Plain Ponds and Piedmont Stream Valley Wetlands, and 200 acres 
restored to Early Successional Habitat. 

Welcome to the first 
installment of the Divi-
sion of Fish and Wild-
life’s Landowner Let-
ter.  The purpose of 
this newsletter is to 
inform currently en-
rolled landowners and 
those who may be in-
terested about the 
Landowner Incentive 
Program (LIP). 

Eastern Box Turtle 

One of Delaware’s most 
well-known turtles, 
however populations 
are declining in Dela-
ware due to illegal col-
lection and habitat loss. 
A unique feature of this 
turtle is its ability to 
completely close its 
shell. 

New Biologist: 

Due to the growing interest 
in habitat restoration, the 
Division of Fish and Wild-
life has hired an additional 
private lands biologist to 
aid in these efforts.  Please 
welcome Wade Dunning 
to the LIP family. 

Piping plover 

The small, federally-
threatened shorebird 
arrives at breeding sites 
on the Delaware coast 
in early  March.  When 
danger approaches, 
chicks will freeze and 
rely on their camouflage 
to stay hidden. 
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Wildflower Meadow 



Stories of Conservation 

 

Mrs. Walters considers herself a devoted “wildlifer” and 
lists it as one of her avid hobbies. She puts bird seed out, 
posts bluebird houses, and refills her hummingbird feeders 
every day with a half-gallon of mix. When Mrs. Walters 
heard about the Delaware Landowner Incentive Program 
(LIP), little convincing was needed for her to enroll part of 
her farm into the program: “It’s better for wildlife than agri-
culture.” 

 

“We would not have done this on our own!” 

On her property, LIP, with the help of Ducks Unlimited and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, created several shallow-
water seasonal wetlands (5 acres) on an agricultural field 
that floods periodically. After removing some drainage tiles 
and creating berms around the wetlands, a non-till drill was 
used to plant 42 acres of warm-season grasses to attract 
grassland and ground-nesting birds. Mrs. Walters and her 
son, Ben, who farms the 180-acre property, have already 
noted the benefits: “I have seen things [birds] here that I 
have never seen before.”  New to the Walters’ property are 
shorebirds, including killdeer and semi-palmated plovers, a 
pair of red-shouldered hawks, glossy ibis, snowy egret, and 
even a couple of bald eagles—the closest encounter of Mrs. 
Walters’ life with the American symbol. 

 

Mrs. Walters is happy with the results and praises the sub-
stantial help she received from LIP via the program coordi-
nator and biologists: “[We] would not have done this on our 
own!”  She describes the best feature of LIP as restoring 
habitat for wildlife while receiving another form of income. 
In addition to putting a portion of her property in LIP, five 
additional acres have been enrolled in the Delaware Wildlife 
Habitat Enhancement Program (WHEP) and her entire 
farm has been accepted into Farmland Preservation pro-
gram. 

Margaret Walters, New Castle County 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat Certification 

Landowners can have their property nationally recognized through the Delaware Nature 
Society’s (DNS) Backyard Wildlife Habitat program.  Certification is granted to landown-
ers who meet the specified criteria, as determined by the DNS and National Wildlife Fed-
eration. For more information, visit www.delawarenaturesociety.org/bwh.html or call 
302-239-2334. 

Newly constructed shallow water wetland at the 
Walters’ property. 

In future issues of this newsletter LIP will highlight an incentive program offered 
to Delawareans by one of our Promoting Wildlife Habitat partners.  

Promoting Wildlife Habitat 
Incentive programs available to Delaware private landowners. 

This issue: Delaware Nature Society 

RED KNOT 
DNREC Div. of Fish & Wildlife 

DNREC Division of Fish & Wildlife 

http://www.delawarenaturesociety.org/bwh.html�


 

Feature Article: Key Wildlife Habitat 

What are they? 
Coastal plain seasonal ponds are unique types of freshwater, non-tidal wetlands found in low-lying depressions in 
forests and woodlands. Seasonal ponds cycle through wet and dry periods and many species of plants and ani-
mals have adapted to this regime and are dependant on these ponds to complete their life cycle. Seasonal ponds 
are fed by groundwater, hence when the water table is high the ponds will flood and when the table falls, they be-
come dry.  Because predatory fish cannot survive the dry spells of these ponds, they make prime breeding and 
reproduction habitat for frogs, toads, and salamanders.  Populations of amphibian and reptile species are in seri-
ous decline across the country, thus reinforcing the need to preserve and restore Coastal Plain seasonal ponds. 

Where are they found? 
 Throughout Delaware, but are most common in the southwest corner of New Castle Co. 

and western part of Kent Co., see map below. 

Species dependent on this habitat type: 
Animals:  Cope’s gray treefrog, Eastern spadefoot, barking treefrog and Eastern tiger 

salamander.  

Plants:  featherfoil, dwarf fimbry sedge, pink tick-seed sunflower  

  Coastal Plain Seasonal 

 Pond basins 

 
Interested in Wildlife & Wildlife Habitat?? 

 
Private landowners interested in managing their land for 
wildlife may request more information by contacting our 

private lands biologists: 
 

Shelley Tovell & Wade Dunning 
Shelley.Tovell@state.de.us, Wade.Dunning@state.de.us 

(302) 735-3600 
6180 Hay Point Landing Rd Smyrna, DE 19977 

 
Bill Jones 

William.Jones@state.de.us, (302) 284-8346 
89 Kings Hwy Dover, DE 19901 

Coastal Plain Seasonal Ponds 

Barking treefrog, 

Photo by Jim White 



Program Information 

How much financial assistance will I receive from enrolling in the program?  LIP will cover be-
tween 74-100 percent of the costs for project implementation.  In addition, all agricultural producers will 
receive an annual rental payment for land that is taken out of production.  For restoration and enhancement 
activities, agricultural landowners will receive $146.52/acre in the fall of every year of the active contract.  

How much assistance can I expect from the Division of Fish & Wildlife when establishing 
habitat?  There currently are three biologists dedicated to the Landowner Incentive Program.  They are 
available to assist in all aspects of the habitat restoration/enhancement process.  They work with landowners 
to develop appropriate management plans, choose suitable vegetation, and coordinate the completion of all 
projects. 

What are Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) in Delaware?  In the state’s Wildlife Ac-
tion Plan (WAP), species were identified and placed into Tiers based on species rarity at State and global 
levels and legal status at the State and Federal levels .  Although game species have been identified in WAP, 
species that are hunted are not likely to receive funding under LIP as the ranking criteria favors projects that 
are expected to benefit endangered, threatened, or candidate species under the Federal Endangered Species 
Act, or state-listed species. However, in some circumstances actions proposed to benefit SGCN may provide 
suitable habitat for game species on the property. 

What happens after the contract ends? Can I re-enroll? Can I till the area again?  The LIP will 
fund and re-enroll landowners as long as funding is available. Once the contract life is over, your property 
again is yours to do with what you like. 

Can I plant a food plot for deer and/or turkey?  You cannot use LIP funds to plant food plots for deer 
and/or turkey because these species are not considered SGCN. 

Can I hunt in areas enrolled?  Yes. Occasionally, restrictions may be placed on hunting during certain 
days of the season, limiting or prohibiting shooting in the restored area in an effort to maintain its appeal to 
wildlife. 

Grassland birds such as the grasshopper 
sparrow nest on the ground in grassland 

areas. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

Division of Parks & Recreation 

Rare in Delaware, the Eastern mud salamander 
is difficult to find because it spends most of its time 

below the surface of the water. 

John White 
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