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6.3. Habitat-independent Conservation Issues and Actions for SGCN 
Some issues cause direct mortality or disturbance of wildlife independently of habitat, such as migratory birds that may be impacted 
anywhere along their migration route.  These issues and their corresponding actions are described below. 

6.3.1. Residential and Commercial Development Practices 
Residential and Commercial Development Practices 
Species/Species Group Specific Issue Specific Action 

sphinx moths 

Work with electric utilities to develop education and outreach 
for homeowners, business owners and municipalities to 
promote reduced use of outdoor lighting during nesting, peak 
migration and other critical times. 

waterbirds 

Outdoor Lighting 
Work with electric utilities and building code and public safety 
officials to develop design standards for outdoor lighting that 
minimize stray light. 

Work with electric utilities and building code officials to 
develop education and outreach for building owners and 
managers to minimize the impacts of building lights on 
SGCN, modeled after the “Lights Out,” FLAP, WINGS or 
“Project Safe Flight” programs. songbirds Buildings 
Work with architects, building owners and managers, and 
building code officials to develop design standards to 
minimize the impacts of window glass on SGCN, utilizing the 
resources of the Building and Birds Forum and others. 

6.3.2. Transportation and Utility Operations and Maintenance 

Transportation and Utility Operations and Maintenance 
Species/Species Group Specific Issue Specific Action 

ambystomid salamanders Vehicles 

Work with the Delaware Department of Transportation to 
identify key habitats, and gate non-essential roads, close 
roads temporarily, reduce speed limits, and add cautionary 
signage to minimize impacts to SGCN during breeding, 
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migration and other critical times. 

terrapin and turtles Work with the Delaware Department of Transportation to 
develop standards for directional fencing and underpasses 
for new or existing roads to protect SGCN. 

raptors 

songbirds 

Work with utilities to develop standards for the placement of 
towers and lines to minimize impacts to SGCN nesting 
colonies, roosts, migration routes, movement corridors, and 
other critical areas. 

bats 

Communications Towers and High-Tension 
Electric Lines 

Support research on improving the design of towers and lines 
to minimize impacts to SGCN. 

6.3.3. Invasive Species, Nuisance Animals and Wildlife Diseases 
Invasive Species, Nuisance Animals and Wildlife Diseases 
Species/Species Group Specific Issue Specific Action 

turtles 
Work with retailers and NGOs to develop education and 
outreach for pet owners to minimize the impacts of pets on 
SGCN, such as “Cats Indoors.” 

shorebirds Strengthen enforcement of leash laws for dogs to protect 
SGCN. 

waterbirds Develop education and outreach for the general public about 
the impacts of subsidized predators on SGCN. 

ground-nesting birds 

Work with conservation partners to control subsidized 
predators on public and NGO conservation lands by reducing 
subsidies (refuges, food sources), erecting exclosures, or by 
removal of individuals. 

bats 

Pets and Subsidized Predators 

Provide incentives for landowners to control subsidized 
predators on private property by reducing subsidies (refuges, 
food sources), erecting exclosures, or by removal of 
individuals. 

Eastern oyster 
waterfowl 

Establish an early detection and rapid response system to 
react to new invasions. 

raptors 

Infectious Diseases 

Provide training for DFW staff in procedures for responding 
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shorebirds to disease outbreaks. 

6.3.4. Energy Production 
Energy Production 
Species/Species Group Specific Issue Specific Action 
waterfowl 
raptors 
waterbirds 
shorebirds 
songbirds 

Work with energy companies to develop standards for the 
placement of wind energy towers to avoid SGCN nesting 
colonies, roosts, migration routes, movement corridors, and 
other critical areas. 

bats 

Wind Farm Towers 

Support research for improving the design of wind energy 
towers to minimize impacts to SGCN. 

6.3.5. Wildlife Harvesting 
Wildlife Harvesting 
Species/Species Group Specific Issue Specific Action 
ambystomid salamanders Strengthen enforcement of existing regulations on collecting. 

terrapin and turtles 
Evaluate the need for additional means of protecting SGCN 
from collecting, including voluntary guidelines and 
regulations, as necessary. 

snakes 

Inappropriate Collection for the Pet Trade or 
for Bait 

Develop education and outreach for the public and the pet 
trade about impacts on SGCN. 

early successional habitat 
birds Lead Shot Ingestion 

Assess impacts to SGCN and use this assessment and long-
term monitoring to guide adaptive management, education, 
outreach and enforcement efforts, as necessary. 

snakes Develop education and outreach for the public about impacts 
on SGCN. 

bats 
Nuisance Wildlife Management 

Develop training for pest control companies to minimize 
impacts on SGCN. 

 




