Comments on New Castle County Ordinance 09-037
Brownfields

DNREC's Site Investigation and Restoration Branch (SIRB) encourages and supports the redevelopment
of Brownfields, in alignment with the Smart Code development option and can provide assistance
when investigating and remediating Brownfield sites. Although SIRB has no specific comments
regarding the proposed comprehensive plan at this time, if any future development occurs on sites with
previous manufacturing, industrial, or agricultural use, SIRB recommends that a Phase | Environmental
Site Assessment be conducted prior to development, due to the potential for a release of hazardous
substances. If a release or imminent threat of a release of hazardous substances is discovered during
the course of future development (e.g., contaminated water or soil); construction activities should be
discontinued immediately, and DNREC should be notified at the 24-hour emergency number (800-662-
8802). In addition, SIRB should be contacted as soon as possible at 302-395-2600 for further
instructions.

Preservation of Open Space, Farmland, Natural Beauty and Critical Environmental Areas

Page 5, PLUS Application Form, 1* bullet, and Page 24, Draft Ordinance, Item H

To identify priorities for open space protection, we recommend the County refer to the Delaware
Wildlife Action Plan (DEWAP). DEWAP is a comprehensive strategy for conserving the full array of native
wildlife and habitats, common and uncommon, as vital components of the State’s natural resources.
This document can be viewed via DNREC’s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program website at
http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/nhp. Key wildlife habitat areas depicted in DEWAP can guide site-specific
conservation planning efforts. DEWAP also contains a list of Species of Greatest Conservation Need
(SGCN') as well as species-habitat associations.

In addition, the county can contact the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) of
DNREC’s Division of Fish and Wildlife to identify areas of importance for Species of Greatest Need.

Contact information:

c/o Environmental Review Coordinator

Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program
DNREC-Division of Fish and Wildlife

4876 Hay Point Landing Rd

Smyrna, DE 19977

(302) 653-2880 ext. 101

Edna.Stetzar@state.de.us

! Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) are identified in the Delaware Wildlife Action Plan (DEWAP). In a
broad sense, SGCN, as defined for DEWAP, are indicative of the overall diversity and health of the State’s wildlife
resources. Some may be rare or declining, others may be vital components of certain habitats, and still others may
have a significant portion of their population in Delaware.


http://www.dnrec.state.de.us/nhp
mailto:Edna.Stetzar@state.de.us

Delaware Native Plant Species

Page 31, Draft Ordinance, Item C, Public frontages, 2.b.

We recommend editing this sentence by inserting “indigenous to Delaware” after “native species” so the
sentence reads “The introduced landscape shall consist primarily of native species indigenous to
Delaware requiring minimal irrigation, fertilization and maintenance.” Experience has shown that the
term “native” may be interpreted by developers and plant suppliers differently than what is intended, so
it is important to specifically reference Delaware.



