What is “Super Green’ development?

UPER GREEN is the nickname

for the Environmentally Sustain-
able Development Initiative that
DNREC has been developing with an
Executive Team that includes Sussex
County, DNREC, the Home Builders
Association of Delaware, the Center
for the Inland Bays, DelDOT and
members of the development and de-
sign community.

The concept is to create a voluntary
program that sets a high bar for envi-

where the development is located,
ow the entire site is designed, and
pays careful attention to the natural
resources on site such as trees, wet-
lands and water bodies, and wildlife.

Members of the Executive Team de-
veloped detailed criteria in eight dif-
ferent categories. A developer must
reach the points threshold in each
category, and compile additional
points, to be considered Super Green.

A likely incentive would be expedited

ronmental sensitivity and includes not state and local permits and approvals.
just the home or building itself, but

The eight Super Green categories are:

Site location—the project must be located in a designated growth
zone, with extra points for brownfield or infill sites.

Site conservation—the project must avoid or enhance on-site
resources such as wetlands, trees, floodplains, habitat and for-
ests.

Site design— Design elements such as site layout, transporta-
tion, amenities and facilities, recreation and utilities.

Sreets and parking —Potential parking alternatives, reduced
street widths, sidewalks, and parking and sidewalk materials.

Stormwater management—Runoff reduction strategies, manag-
ing discharges, innovative and low impact management practices
and maintenance concerns.

Site construction—Encourages higher level of environmental
controls during construction.

Landscaping—Addresses type of vegetation that should be used,
resource conservation measures that may be implemented, long
term management and maintenance of landscapes and use of com-
munity trees.

Building and energy efficiency—Encourages building to na-
tional certification through the LEED system developed by the
Green Building Council or the National Association of Home-

builders green building standards.

M Site conservation
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Site design, site conservation and site location add up to
almost half of the available Super Green points. The
empbhasis is horizontal and comprehensive.

www.dnrec.delaware.gov/landuse

Sussex County has approved a three-tier

Lon g =term approach to green development that in-
i cludes the full Super Green criteria as the
stewardship  highestlevel

a feature of
Super Green

Plans are to launch a Super Green pilot in
Sussex and/or Kent to test the criteria and
the ability of the state and local government
to expedite approvals and permits.

Because Super Green projects provide long-
term stewardship of the site and its natural
resources, the idea of a new green profes-
sional credential—certified environmental
reviewer and certified environmental man-
ager—is being discussed with Delaware
Technical and Community College. Such a
credential is likely to be in demand with or

without the Super Green initiative.
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