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Background:  In February 2011, Secretary O’Mara asked the Gordons Pond Working Group to 
revisit options B and C presented in the December 2010 report, “Preliminary Assessment of Trail 
Alternatives.”  To recap the options presented in that report:

 Option A:  The original proposed alinment that proposed to traverse tidal march with  
   a boardwalk of approximtely 2,700 feet in length.

 Option B:  An alternative to A that attempted to shorten the marsh crossing and by  
   using more upland areas,  but actually created a longer crossing with po  
   tential impacts on rare plant species and archeological sites 

 Option C:  An alternative that avoided much of the marsh and upland crossings by   
   traversing the dune on an elevated boardwalk approximately 1,000 feet in  
   length. 

 Option D:  A “no-build” option that involved improvements in signage and enforce  
   ment along the existing primitive trail. 

The direction was to scout for a hybrid route that did not intersect the dune where it was dy-
namic and unstable, as proposed in Option C; and to reduce impacts on tidal wetlands, avoid 
cultural resources, and continue to avoid rare plant and animal species that were most impacted 
by Option B.  Option A was rejected because of the fragmentation of marsh habitat and the dif-
ficulty of permitting such a lengthy boardwalk. 

After continued discussion and two more field visits, the Working Group agreed in June on an 
alignment it considers “least impactful,” balancing an array of environmental and cultural re-
source concerns. 

Proposed alignment:   A detailed view of the alignment is shown on page 3.  The trail repre-
sents an approximate route.  The existing trail is followed from the Gordons Pond parking lot 
until the dune is approached.

Rather than climbing up the dune at a very steep and unstable point (Option C) and crossing it 
on an elevated boardwalk, this alignment turns north in front of (to the west of) the dune.  The 
area currently consists mostly of pine trees, huckleberry, poison ivy, greenbriar and phragmites – 
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as well as a few documented rare plant species.   It also includes one archeological site associ-
ated with the Cape Henlopen Archeological District.  

The length of the boardwalk, with handrails, could be longer.  On this map, it begins at the lo-
cation of the current footbridge and runs 2,540 feet before it rejoins the dune area on crushed 
stone at a point that is flatter, vegetated and much more stable than in Option C (see pho-
tos, page 6).  There is one new wetland crossing of 165 feet between spits (Box “2” on map, 
page 3).   Lengthening the railed boardwalk avoids a few occasionally wet spots and assures 
that visitors will stay on the trail and not wander into areas where they can potentially disturb 
wetlands, sensitive cultural resources located on the sand spits (see Box “3” on map), and rare 
plant and animal species.   The boardwalk, at 30 to 36 inches off the ground, also serves as a 
hedge against rising sea level and will provide a level of separation between pedestrian traffic 
and sensitive areas for cultural and natural resources. 

The boardwalk would be built using “top-down” construction to minimize disturbance.  As 
the sections are built, construction equipment would move into place over those newly con-
structed sections.

Fire management:  The group supports an ecological burn plan beginning as early as Fall 
2011.  The scrubby pine area west of the dune provides too much shade for the rare species 
located there.  A burn would create a more patchy canopy with open spots, enabling the 
orchid and other species located there to thrive.  Rob Line will consult with the Department 
of Agriculture’s Forestry Service to write a fire management plan.  After the initial burn before 
the trail goes in, the area should be burned again in three years and then every 5 to 8 years.  
While there were not a lot of invasive plants observed in the potential area, there is concern 
that a burn could cause phragmites to spread.  

Cost estimate:  7,625 feet of crushed stone trail (8 feet wide) - $190,625; 2,540 feet of bridge 
with handrails – $2.03 million. Total rough estimate:  $2.22 million.  
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See next pages for photos 
corresponding to Boxes 

1-4 on the map 
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A: Rather than an elevat-
ed boardwalk rising up to 
the top of the dune in a 
dynamic area (the original 
option C), the proposed 
trail turns left (north)  
about 35 feet in front of 
the dune into a shrubby 
area of pine, huckleberry, 
greenbriar and phrag-
mites.  The trail would be 
bridged through here. 
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B. The area immediately in front of the dune is the area that is proposed to be spanned by a new 
165-foot-long bridge.

C. The proposed alignment, on elevated boardwalk with handrails, will skirt cultural sites such as 
this large shell midden below.
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D.  This location is where the alignment would join the dune to the 
north.  It is flatter, more stable and vegetated compared to Option C’s 
steep rise to the top of the dune.  Below, looking in the other direction. 


