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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL-(IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Because of their topography, the lands immediately adjacent to the Brandywine River
were not readily developed and have been préservad relatively inta:t, retaining the use
which they have had from Wilmington's establishment, that of a-recreational area. Xnown
first as the Brandywine Glen and after the-establishment -of a-park-system .as Brandywine
Park, the park lands blend well with the surrounding city while providing the open space
area that every city requires.

The park stretches between the Market Street Bridge and the Augustine Bridge and
extends to 18th Street on the north and Park Drive on thesouth. Upon entering the park
at its southeastern end, Park Drive runs between the river and the south mill race. The
race is one of the few remnarts of a once-great milling industry complex located just
below the Market Street Bridge. It still serves the Wilmington:Water ‘Works. Park-Drive
passes the First Presbyterian Church of Wilmington at the foot of:West Street. Theé church
was removed to the park in 1918 to ensure its preservation. Opposite-the .church. is the
McKinley Memorial, a cast bronze bas-relief set in a stone alcove, Originally erected-in
1908, it was moved here from another site in the park in 1962. The-drive then passes under
the Washington Memorial Bridge (1920}, in itself one of the finest monuments in the park.
From here the park widens out to the north as the river curves. The mill race throughout
this upper park is spanned by wooden foot bridges. At the foot of Adams Street is ‘the .0ld
Barley Mill Stone. The mill that stood on this site was on the King's Road. At this point,
the old road crossed the Brandywine. Playgrounds for smaller children are also located in i
this area.

Crossing Van Buren Street, a change in the landscape of the park can be sensed. It
is more wooded and a progressively steeper hill is found on its southern border. Eventu-
ally, Park Drive winds its way out imwc the city streets. The park land continues, however, ;
and can be wandered on foot. This is a scenic wooded area. L

The end of the park is marked by three bridges. The wasternmost of these was built
as a railroad bridge. When it was abandoned by the railroad in 1910, the city rebuilt it
as a roadway. The new railroad bridge was erected just a few yards to the ( =st of the old
one. It is faced with stone; its piers are connected by eldngated arélied openings. Below
these bridges is a steel suspension footbridge. From this fogtbridge; the visitor is-able
to view the gently flowing Brandywine as it is criss~crossed by its-§everal bridges.

From the footbridge, one enters the northern park. Glen hvefié: ging the léngth of
the park terminating near the three bridges at the entrance to a siff iridustrial pite.
The land to the north of the drive is very steep and rocky at thig As one travels
east on Glen Avenue, the park begins to widen out to the south. Clea¥ly visible ie the
sexrvice gate at the head of the north race. It was clesed-dn 1950 but its path is still
visible throughout the park.

The series of elliptical arches is the:most strikir
Glen Drive passes under it just before-‘it*reaches:the
support long low arches on the Van Buten Stregét -bi
is the Kose Garden. It was begun in*1933"a
rose bushes planted here; at one -time" ft-was«cons
country. Just to the east ¢f Van Bufef: &t g
Josephine Garden. A large fountain-erécted-in mé
by two double rows of Japanese cherry tieés. Bothith

of Col. J. Ermest Smith in 1933,
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At Van Buren Street, access can be obtained to the upper park. :Going-up:the old cobble-
stone street, The Children's 200 is located just to the east along: Glen Avenue. The
upper park is located on the flat ridge above the gxgek,bed. ‘Here-are located several
playgrounds, ballfields, a stadium and an open meadow:

The edge of the parkland is Eighteenth Street. It exXtends as far as/;akhington Street.
In the triangle formed by Eighteenth Street, Washington:Street, :and:B !
stands this memorial to those who served in World: W.
Todd Memorial after its donor, a Wilmingtonian.who b
Statue of winged victory on a pedestal stands:in fro
surmounted by an urn. They are set in a semi-circular: platform
In front of this is a parade ground where Washington-is:said to-have:revi
during the Revolution. The parade ground slopes down to the Washington Memorial Bridge.
The monument was dedicated in 1925.

Below the Washington Street Bridge to the west is a natural amphitheatre once-msed for
public meetings; to the east, the park narrows zlong park drive as the-river .draws closer
to the steep embankment. On the far side, a residential area spreads out tc the north
while to the south the river runs very close to Glen Avenue until it .. :ersects with
Market Street at the Market Street Bridge.

The rich foliage and overwhelming natural beauty of Brandywine Park -as<well as its
historical association with Frederick Law Olmsted, create a city park of-which Wilmington:

has a right to be proud.
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As an example of landscape architecture, Brandywine Park is one of the finest in Dela-
ware. Indeed, when it is compared with other parks of its size in this country, there are
few which surpass it in natural beauty. It is laid out in the mode :s0 enthusiastically
advocated by Frederick Law Olmsted, the famous nineteenth-century landscape -architect.

As Wilmington's first city park, it also has significance in the .area of ‘city planning.

The land along the Brandywine has always been used as a recreation-area by the citizens;
of Wilmington. It was not until 1868, however, that the establishment of a-park was con~- ]
sidered. The interest in this proposal stemmed from the i:nterest in park planning taking :
place in Europe and America at the time. i
In Victorian Europe, economic and social forces were working towards providing a~hg§gg§
environment for the masses. The landscape movement no longer restricted itself to the ]
wealthy but displayed j.self in the establishment of public parks. At the same time, the !
east coast of this rountry was beginning to feel the loss of its:wilderness. Cities:were
crowded with immigrants who had never known the wealth of natural landscape:offered- by this
land. The American landscape architect began to take the lead in ‘the-movemient. Men iguch
as A. J. Downing and Frederick Law Olmsted led the new landscape movement, central to-

which was the establishment of public parks.

The criteria of men such as Olmsted and Downing were used by the 1868 committee that
examined the land along the Brandywine. They found it to contain -all ‘the elements which )
were required to make a park beautiful: “trees, uneven grades, slopes;, water, drives, )
walks, concourses, entrances, labyrinths, music stands, lawns, greens, playgrounds, -etc." '
The Brandywine would be the central core of all this scenic beauty. They concluded that: S
"no city in the land has such a stream in its Park, and neither can they, with all their i
lavish expenditure of money, build one that can compare with it."“ ?

' |
I

For more than a decade as the park movement grew in the United States, no. action was:
taken on the Wilmington park. Then in 1883, the state-legislature: passed ‘a:bill: providing
for "Public Parks for the use of the citizens of Wilmington.and vicinity, and credting a
Board of Park Commissioners to take the care and management of:such-1ands as’ would:be: i
acquired under the provisions of the act."

Once established, the Board of Park -Commissioners: irmed

Law Olmsted. Olmsted, after viewing the possible parkisites;

that the land along the Brandywite be ok or :

: sites which would have been-adequate as:par -
: advised that in order to assure ‘thé succes
: of the related Rockford Park project be giuspen

a lavish outlay may buy, it casnnot in £ifty yeuts be
parkland.
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In 1886, after the legislature amended its original bill to provide .a method of obtaining
funds, the first purchases of land were made. Samuel Canby, the -£first president of the
Board of Park Commissioners was appointed to engineer the laying out of the park. Canby
consulted with Olmsted; the plan he created certainly reflected-many of Olmsted’s ideas.
Canby's plan znhanced the natural beauty of the park, the landscgpgxwhich-hadvinitial}y
impressed Olmsted. Wilmington was fortunate in that this .area. d never-lost its natural
wilderness. Canby added roads, paths, and walks blending them. nconspicucusly into- the
park landscape. Of prime importance was the preservation of the river:and of-the mill
races. The south race has remained as a tribute to the industrial: history -of Wilmington.
The bridges which cross the park add to its beauty. They are themselvésworks: of art, 3
pieces of engineering sculpture. Other pieces of sculpture have been. placed in the-park as
memorials. Among them are: the bas-relief of President McKinley -(1908); ‘the:William:H.
Todd Memorial dedicated to those who served in World-War I (1925) and the: fountain: in the
Josephine Garden (1¢32-4). Symbolic of the milling industry that was 8o muék a -part of
the history of Wilmington is the old Barley Mill Stone, embedded at the foot of Adams
Street where the mill once stood. A zoo was established in the parkas early as 1905. It
was situated in a natural amphitheater where Clay, Culhoun and Webster once addressed

The Tatnall's Woods Area of the park now has a children's ‘zoo in about the same !

meetings.
location.

Wilmington has grown up around Brandywine Park and it has had an effect on the city's
planning. Every effort has been made to preserve it in its natural 'state. Recently,

when it became known that a highway overpass was to cross the park, a fierce battle ensued.
Although the highway was built, the overpass was designed in a way to blend:with the othe.
forms of bridge engineering in the park. The park today, as from its inception, is.central
to the recreational activities in the city and has many ball fields, tennis .courts and
playgrounds. Most importantly, it has preserved the open space that has become: so essentia
to living in a city. It is, in fact, one of the finestlegacies that the City -of wilmington;

could have been left by its forefathers.

- vmren o
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