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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {(IF-KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANGE

Once far beyond the limits of the city of Wilmington Rockford Park is.-now:situated in

a residential area in the northwestern part of the city. The contour of the:land:and
its beautiful scenery were, and still are, well suited for park land. ‘From Brandywine
Park, there is both a physical and aesthetic pull northward along Kentmere:Parkway:-to
Rockford Park. At its northern end, the Parkway spreads out, encompassing a ‘grassy-area y
called Rockford Grove. Rockford Park actually begins on the west side of Rockford Road, ;

A large grassy meadow slopes gently upwards to a large knoll inside the Park. The: Park
Drive branches off from Red OaR Road and winds through the meadow entering. the:woods to-
wards the northern part of the Pavk., It passes along the ridge on the far side of the
knoll. A steep, rocky embankment here falls off towards the Brandywine. Set on a large
island of land in the drive is the focal point of the Park, the Rockford Tower.

PIPr.

The central core of Rockford Tower is an iron water tank. There is enough space .allowed’
between the metal tank and the stone superstructure for a stairway to wind up inside. il
Entrance to the stair is attained through the single dooxr in the base of the tower. Elon-
gated, narrow arched windows pierce the stone at varicas levels affording the -only light
to bhe stairs. At the top is an observation level. Stone arches with iron grillwork en-
close this level. Below and above this level are stone dentil cornices, The gutter of
the rolled copper conical roof is decorated with lion's head spouts that provide drainage
for the qutter. A sundial is located on one side of the tower.

On the embankment behind the tower and overlooking the Brandywine is the Canby Seat. This
granite bench is placed in such a way that it provides a vista of the upper river. It was
the favorite view of William M. Canby for whom the memorial was erected.

As the drive curves southward, it passes the Rear-Admiral Samuel Francis Dupont statue.
The statue is located in a paved area dircetly opposite the Ninteenth Street entrance.
Set on a granite pedestal, the bronze figure of the Admiral is quite striking when viewed
with the tower in the background.

Park Drive passes the rear of Mt. Salem Church. Although the church stands on land jutting
into the Park, it was never park land. The top of the knoll has several tennis courts and
baseball diamonds. Park Drive passes along the southern ridge of the knoll to re-enter

the woods and thkn the meadow below.

There is one more memorial in the Park. It is located along this last segment of the drive
and is dedicated to William P. Bancroft who donated most of this park Yand to the city.

From this overloock on the knoll's ridge, a view-of virtually the -eritire park can be-attained.
A large stone with a cast bronze plaque is centered on a semiscircular stone outcropping

to form the memorial. Steps lead down to the meadow on-each sidé of it.

Residences front on the Park along Red Oak Road -afid Chursh Lane. These propertiec form the
southern boundaries of the Park. On the west side, the park land containe an ‘embankment
that provides a natural backdrop for the old mill worker's houses along Risiag ‘Sun Tane.

On the north the park land terminates at the old railroad tracks delow which flows ‘the
Pumedimsina.  Nn the eact ie the land that was formerly part of the Joseph Bancroft Mills;
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